PPER ELEMENTAR

CHRISTMAS-TUeMeED ELA ACTIVITieS

FIOURATIVE LANYUAYE, INFERENCES, CRAMMAR, THEMeE, AND Novel ACTiViTieS

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Figurative Language

Teacher Guide Page

Christmas Photo Inference Activi bate:

Name:

CHRISTMAS WORD SeARCH

Find the Christmas words in the word search below.

Overview
This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decisio

mukung cnd wrmen exp\cncnan sk\lls Students recd shor' synopses of Dieiview

This activity uses Christmas-themed images to help students practice making
nces. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressions, body
age, objects, and Christmas elements to determine what is happening in th
b and how the characters might feel. Students then support each inference
evidence from the image.

s students review and practice dentifying types of figurative

xt. Students will use a reference chart and
tinclude idioms, similes, metaphors,
ore.

Teacher Guide Page

CHRISTTAS MAD LiBS Christmas Songs Theme Analysis

Fill in each blank in the story using the part the ‘your words, the. Thil
funnier the story will be! Once all blanks are filled, read your version of the story out loud fo a partner or small group. ing|

-boy
“Operation: Save Christmas!” at|
gin

ftive language when they hear it in

PARTS OF SPeeCH

Definition: Person, place, thing, oridea

Overview

This activity uses music with Christmas vibes to h|
analysis. Students will listen to short clips from a

then analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, an

On Chrisimas Eve, | left a (noun) by the free and (verb,

Disclaimer

1just play the sonas. I don't show the videos.
Always preview allsongs before playing fo che
classroom.

past tense) o bed with a (adjective) feeling in my heart. | dreamed of frod|
. This activity provides a playful way for students to review parts of speech while
(verb) info my . creating asilly Christmas-themed story. Students fillin the blanks using the labeled

part of speech before reading the full story aloud.

(plural noun) and wondered how Santa would Example: pen, dog, Landon, Colorado

house (adverb) without waking anyone. Definition: An action or state of being

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry

songs use figurative language and emotional q
analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage

maee CURISTMAS PICTURE
iPeredces anof) exioferlee

Make as many
inferences as you can
about the picture
below and provide at
least one piece of
evidence for each

But suddenly, a loud crash woke me up! | grabbed my (noun) and Students often need repeated exposure to parts of speech — and high-
engagement tasks like Mad Libs make it memorable. This reinforces grammar

creativity, laughter, and collaboration during a busy

Example: run, sing, (to) be

found Santa Bain h

C C
o e [cirsTras sTO

Make as mony

inferences as yo
about the pictu
below and prov
least one piece
evidence for eq
inference. Makg
fo write in comp

C - o0 Mo »w o H o om

past tense) when he sa

He pointed to his missing

(verb ending
"Without them," Santa sq
the world tonight!"

' (excla The Herdmans are the
kids in the history of th
world. They lie, steal, q|
swear. S0 no one is
prepared when this o
family invades church
Sunday and decides f
take over the annual
Christmas pageant. N
of the Herdmans has e}
heard the Christmas s
before. Their inferpret
of the tale—the Wise
are a bunch of dirty sp}
has a lot of people up
arms. And their wild ar]
cause havoc through:
the play's production.
the actual pageant is

surprises for everyone, starting with the Herdmans

When Aviva Davis and
Holly Martin meet at the
holiday pageant fryouts
for their local senior's
center, they think they
must be seeing double.
While they both knew
they were adopted,
they had no idea they
had a biological sibling,
d

presents. g be (17

only skin deop though.
because while Aviva has
~~ abig personality and
even bigger Broadway
plans, Holly is more the
quiet dreamer fype who
longs fo become a famous author like her grandfather.

sentences.

©One thing the girls do have in common is their curiosity
about how the other celebrates the holidays. What better
way to discover the magic of the holidays than to
experience them firsthand? The girs secretly frade lives,
planning fo stage a dramatic reveal fo their families. Two
virtual strangers swapping homes, holidays, and age-old
traditions-what could possibly go wrong?

themselves, as they ulimately lead the town in find|
true meaning of Christmas. They will make this year|

has seen and, just possibly,
the best one ever.

inference. Make
to write in com
sentences. E A ER

pageant the most unusual anyone
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HN UPPER ELEMENTARY ELA

CLIRtSThnﬂS ELA ACTIiViTieS BUNDLE

This engaging seasonal unit gives students multiple ways to practice key ELA skills while keeping
them hooked with Christmas-themed texts, songs, and activities. With teacher guides,
scaffolded practice, and ready-to-go student pages, you'll have everything you need to bring
a little winter-fime energy into your classroom—without sacrificing depth or rigor.

& Students identify and explain simile,

metaphor, idiom, personification, alliteration, hyperbole, allusion, and irony using
winter-themed sentences and passages.

E/ Students analyze curated winter
songs to determine theme, central ideaq, tone, and figurative language using
structured organizers and reference pages.

E/ “\. Grammar Review Through Christmas Mad Libs: Students apply knowledge of nouns,
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections to
complete a humorous winter Mad Libs story.

E/ = Making Inferences From Christmas Pictures: Students examine winter-themed
images and make detailed inferences supported by clear evidence, strengthening
comprehension and critical thinking.

E/ 4% Independent Reading Through Christmas Novel Choices: Students compare winter-
related novel summaries and justify their preferences using evidence-based reasoning.

OMAPTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER



This Christmas-themed bundle of activities helps upper elementary students practice figurative language,
grammair, inferences, theme, and independent reading skills while keeping them engaged with seasonal
texts, songs, and novels. With teacher guides, reference charts, and scaffolded practice, you'll have
everything you need to make winter-time both academic and fun.

Here’'s what they’ll learn:
Figurative Language Foundations: I[dentify, explain, and create similes, metaphors, idioms,
personification, irony, and more in Christmas-themed sentences.
Grammar Review Through Winter Mad Libs: Students apply knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections to complete a humorous Christmas
Mad Libs story.
Making Inferences From Christmas Pictures: Students examine winter-themed images and make
detailed inferences supported by clear evidence, strengthening comprehension and critical thinking.
Theme Through Music: Listen to Christmas songs across genres and analyze lyrics for theme, imagery,
and tone.
Independent Reading Choices: Explore novels through “Would You Rather” activities that get students
thinking critically about genre, plot, and style.

¥ Why this works:

Instead of random holiday worksheets, these activities combine seasonal engagement with real ELA skill-
building. Students move from surface-level responses to deeper analysis using high-interest media and
texts they can relate to. With built-in teacher guides, reference pages, and answer keys, you can run
these activities with confidence and keep the rigor high—even during busy Christmas-time weeks.

. Perfect for:

« Teachers who want seasonal activities that still hit standards

« Students who need engaging, high-interest practice to stay motivated during the Christmas season

* Any upper elementary ELA class looking to weave seasonal fun into figurative language, grammair,
inferences, and theme work

OMAPTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER



feachers. ke you have, saif), .

This resource cost me money! After reading this,
the students couldn't wait to read some of these
novels. | had a bunch in my library, but | ordered
the rest quickly. When they came, my students
couldn't wait to get their hands on the new
books! That made my teacher heart happy!”

— Kingdom A.

| love all of Martina's things! | bought
this because my students loved the
similar packet she made with
Valentines English activities - |
especially love the pick a book
activity :) —Literary Jane

| used this mainly for the mood and
tone tasks and it did not
disappoint. My students were so
engaged and interested in these
activities. Everything you do is
GOLD.” -Jennifer S.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
adiready covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

My students
loved the "would
you rather" horror
book activity!
Many of them
found new books
to fry out and
had fun
discussing with
one another why
they would pick
one over the
other! -Niewo
Knows Best




UPPER ELEMENTARY

CHRISTMAS-THeMeD ELA ACTIviTieS
Di9iTAL CooILe SLiDeS LiNKS:

WOULD YoU RATHER ReAD NOVeL SLiDes:

CLRE IS FICTURS RASEeNCo SLO=S:

Di9iTAL STUDENT ACTIViTY PAgeS (CcoodLe SLibes):

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TEACHER GUIDES FOR EACH ACTIVITY

ncludes teacher guides, activity materials, full-
size reference materials, and student worksheets.

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Figurative Langud

Overview

Thi ity halne obudant,

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Songs Theme Analysis

PACGE

CONTENT

Christmas Word Search (COLOR)

Christmas Word Search (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Word Search ANSWER KEY

Figurative Language TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

Figurative Language Reference Pages

Christmas Figurative Language (COLOR)

Christmas Figurative Language (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Figurative Language ANSWER KEY

Christmas Songs Theme/Main Idea Activity TEACHER GUIDE PAGE
AND LINKS

Theme reference pages

Christmas songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (COLOR)

Christmas songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Mad Libs Grammar TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS\

Parts of Speech Reference Pages

Christmas Mad Libs Grammar (COLOR)

Christmas Mad Libs Grammar (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Picture Inferences TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

Christmas Picture Inferences (COLOR)

Christmas Picture Inferences (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... TEACHER GUIDE
PAGE

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... (COLOR)

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... (BLACK AND WHITE)
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Teacher Guide Page

w
ty uses music with Christmas vibes to help students practice theme
tudents will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across genres,

Christmas Songs Theme And

I've compiled a list and links to videos of songs with a Christmas vibe. I'v|

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Photo Inference

Overview

This activity uses Christmas-themed images to help students practice
inferences. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressiol
language, objects, and Christmas elements to determine what is hapg
photo and how the characters might feel. Students then support eacl
using evidence from the image.

Why This Activity?

Learning to infer is foundational to reading comprehension — and pic|
a low-barrier entry point. Students first analyze what they can see, the
observations to deeper meaning. The winter theme adds a relatable g
engaging context that sparks curiosity and discussion.

Instructions
1. Introduce the Activity
Explain that students will infer what is happening in each Chri
Model how to cite visual evidence using sentence frames likg
v —"lcaninfer __because I notice __."
v - “This detail makes me think __since __."

2. Image Observation & Note-Taking
Display the first image.
Ask students what they notice first, then encourage deeper
Pause for quick notes or partner discussion.

3. Inference + Evidence Practice
Students work individually, in pairs, or small groups to answer:|
What is happening in the picture2
How might the person/people feel?
What specific clues support your ideas?

4. Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
Share-out time for different inferences and evidence.
Optional writing prompt: Write a caption or short paragraph
the mood of the scene.

Differentiation Ideas

« Support: Provide sentence frames or label key objects in the image.

« Challenge: Ask students to infer what happened before or after the

« Engagement: Students choose one winterimage fo create animag|
story.

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER
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Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather” structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
+ Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
« Each slide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
« Students read both synopses.
+ They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3.Optional Add-On
« If you have physical copies of the books, displa
classroom.
+ Encourage students fo check them ol
the activity.

« Use this as a springboard info bog
reading, or literature circles. PP'N HND

=

« Support: Provide sentence starters |
because...”
» Chadllenge: Ask students to conneg
book or genre.
« Engagement: Let students vote onl|
results on a class chart.
d
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SIX CHRISTMAS ELA ACTIVITIES

Name:

CHRISTMAS WORD SeARCH

FICURATIVE LANEUACE -,

Date:

Find the Christmas wol

QSNOWMAN

UELFBELL

Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like" or “as.”

B

TERFPCAR

Example: The Christmas lights twinkled like stars scattered

Name: Date:

pt are not alike to suggest

Name: Date:

AL AAA"D .04 Tlsn Tlimin o g o)

MAS SONIS

DeTeRMININY TUe TYPe Off = maxuiatntaiana
Determine which type of figurative Id|
THEME STATEMENTS

its meaning or how it is that particulal
Human beings are

always searching for
acceptance.

Bravery comes in many
forms.

Change is hard.
Human beings are
courageous when they
are called upon to
have courage.

Family is important.
Family is important, but
it is okay to have
boundaries.

Don't judge a book by
its cover.

Greed can ruin your
life.

Kindness is one of the
most important things
we can give to others.
Love is blind.

With great power,
comes great
responsibility.

Wisdom comes from
learning through life
experiences.
Perseverance pays off
in the end.

Only the strong survive.
Life isn't always fair.
We should remember
where we came from.

| knew | was in hot way

Meaning:

2. The living room was a

Meaning:

3. We wanted marshmal
bought everything we needed to ma
realized we had forgotten the marshr]

Meaning:

4. The gingerbread hous

Meaning:

5. I have a billion presen

Meaning:

M D
INCHIC TVUFILY |

Acceptance
Adoption
Ambition
Apathy

Art

Beauty
Betrayal
Birth

Bravery
Change .
Communication «
Cooperation
Courage
Creativity
Cultures
Death
Discovery
Divorce
Dreams
Equality
Fairness
Faith

Family
Friendship
Good vs. Evil
Greed
Growing Up
Happiness
Hate
Honesty
Hope
Immortality
Independence
Judgment

M/

Justice
Kindness
Knowledge
Loneliness
Love

Moving
Music

Nature
Peace

Peer Pressure
Perseverance
Power

Pride
Progress
Religion
Rumors
Running away
Sacrifice
School Life
Science
Self-Discovery
Self-Esteem
Sharing
Siblings
Suffering
Survival
Teamwork
Temptation
Trust

War

Wealth
Wisdom
Youth

Cod

HARTING CAILL- THE HUNCRY TEACHER

PARTS OFf SPeeClU

ADVERB

e the theme and main
proves your theme.

Definition: Person, place, thing, oridea

Name: Date:

CHRISTMAS MAD LiBS

Fill in each blank in the story using the part of speech labeled in parentheses. Be
creative — the sillier your words, the funnier the story will be! Once all blanks are
filled, read your version of the story out loud to a partner or small group.

“Operation: Save Christmas!”

Directions: Ld
you think is
evidence

Picture One|

Evidence:

Picture Two

Evidence:

Name: Date:

CHRISTMAS Novel WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you
would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.

Would you rather read book one:

Explanation:

Would you rather read book two:

Picture Thre

Evidence:

Picture Four|

Evidence:

Picture Five

Evidence:

Would you rather read book three:

Explanation:

Would you rather read book four:

Explanation:

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER
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OULD YOU RATHER READ... ACTIVITY

Would you rather read book five:.

Name:

Date:

Would you rather read book six:__|
Explanation:

Would you rather read book five:.

CURISTMAS NovelL WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then wite the fifle of the book you
would rather read. Then write an explanation as fo why you'd prefer that book.

Would you rather read bookone: ===

Would you rather read book six:.

Name:.

Date:

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather" structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
+ Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
+ Each slide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.5tudent Choice
« Students read both synopses.
+ They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3.0Optional Add-On
+ If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the
classroom.
Encourage students to check them out or preview them after
the activity.
Use this as a springboard into book talks, independent
reading, or literature circles.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide sentence starters like “l would ratherread __
because...”
+ Challenge: Ask students to connect their choice to a past favorite
book or genre.
+ Engagement: Let students vote on the most popular picks and frack
results on a class chart.

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER

CHRISTMAS NoveL WOULD You RATUER ReAD...

rite the title of the book you
o why you'd prefer that book.

HUNGRY TEACHER

CURISTMAS
6TH W’W talier

Eleven-year-old Nikolas—

Lot i, 4 s, Twoelves. One jefpack.
L s Endless holiday

he .| mayhem. The Advenfures
Adventures F of Skeeterand Nog: The

o { EHympicsiaunches a

b & brand-new series full of

¥ laughs, cocoa-powered
haos. and the magic of

o
R/ friendship ot the North
2ol

STOl

CLURISTMAS STORY
R T RN

CURISTMAS STOR
wdwlof ybuy ralier read

en-year-old Juniper
e is thrown info a
isimas gdventure lig

frouble.

CURISTMAS STG
wduloh ydu, raliner reac

Christmas has come,
and with it @ sparkling
white winterfrost.
When Bettina's
parents are called
away unexpectedly,
leaving her in charge

of the house, the farm,

and baby Pia, Betfina
neglects fo set out the
#raditional bowl of
Christmas rice
pudding for the finy
nisse. No one besides
her grandfather ever
believed the nisse
were real, so what
harm could there be
in forgetting this sily custom? But when baby Pia
disappears, the magic of the nisse makes ifself
known. To find her sister and set things right, Betfina
must venture info the miniature world of these usually
helpful, but sometimes mischievous, folk.

CURISTMAS ST
wduwlof) ydw raliver reach

Amelia Wishart was the
first child ever fo receive
@ Christmas present. It
was her Christmas spirit
that gave Santa the
extra boost of magic he
needed to make his first
frip around the world.
But now Amelia is in

S RIS
5 EMWRIUM;

A

As snow fals across the fol
fowards Christmas Day. L
and magic - sparkle in f

©MARTINA CALLL- THe LUNSRY TEACIER

Georgie has waited for
this moment her whole
life—to dance the part of

Clarain The

Nutcracker ballet. And
when she finally gets fhe

like a dream
come frue. ..

Literally.

THAS STORY
ralier reac)

o o0

e Once upon a fime-ong, long
THE Bl <co. when dinosaurs roamed
MASAIRIIS R e

It's the last day of school
before Christmas vacation

These elves are off the shelves.
Olie and Celia think they
know wha the i

supposed fo be fk

toys. Help Santa. Make more
toys. Help Santa. Try out a new
ice-cream flavor. Help Santa.
But then Santa rocks he North
Pole with a surprise
announcement! He's decided
thisis going fo be his last year

CURISTMAS STO
wduwlof) ydw raliver reach

All the wonders of the season
Hl are coptured in 100 Best
Christmas Poems for
Chidren. Perfect for reacing
aloud with all the family or for
children aged 8-12 fo read fo
themselves, there are verses
that wil encourage you o
reflect on the Christmas.
themes of joy, hope and
peace for all the world, while
also savouring the festive fun
of everything else that
Christmas brings - from fhe.
© opening of the first Advent
window 10 the fidying away
of all the decorations on
Twelfth Night. All the wonders
of the season are captured in 100 Best Christmas Poems
for Children. Perfect for reading aloud with all the family or
for chilcren aged 8-12 fo read fo fhemselves, fhere are
verses that will encourage you fo reflect on the Christmas
themes of joy. hope and peace for all the world, while
also savouring the festive fun of everything else that
Christmas brings - from the opening of the first Advent

UL Edied by ¥ g8
*Roger McGough

Christmas should be the best
time of the year when your
family owns a shop called Deck
the Halls. But for fwelve-year-old
Kiista Sorenson, the holidays are
starting to feel like the same old
carol on repeat. And with her
pregnant mom on
doctor-ordered rest, a bad case
of stage fright keeping her stuck

£ in the wings, and a brain that
tums fo finsel whenever her
nol-so-secret crush. Nate
Alvarez, is around, this Christmas
is shaping up 1o be a ot more
stressful than meny.

When Krista discovers an old

Advent Box that seems fo grant

wishes, she thinks all her
problems are solved. But as her wishes take unexpected tums—
and her grandparents announce they're selling the store—Krista
must uncover fhe frue purpose of the Advent Box before it's foo
late.

Heartfelt, funny, and brimming with cheer, The Advent Box is

perfect for everyone who believes in the

magic of C! d alittie wishful

SHANNON TAYLOR

window fo the fidying away of all the
Twelfth Night.

thinking




CHRISTMAS PICTURE INFERENCES ACTIVITY

Picture Six

CHRISTMAS PiCTURe iNFEReNCeS
Directions: Look at each winter picture. Make an inference about what is happening, what

you think is true, or what you think you know based on the image. Then write one piece of
evidence from the picture that supports your inference. Write in complete sentences.

Picture Seven Inference:

Picture Six Inference:

Picture Seven Inference:

CI-IRISTI'hAS PICTURe iNFEReNCeS

Directions: Look at each winter picture. Make an inference about what is happemng what
you Oh\nk is frue, or whar you think you know bcsed on the il image. Then wiite one piece of
alacaace. Write in complete sentences.

Teacher Guide Page

Christmas Photo Inference Activity

Overview
This activity uses Christmas-themed images to help students practice making

inferences. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressions, body
language, objects, and Christmas elements to determine what is happening in the

photo and how the characters might feel. Students then support each inference
using evidence from the image.

Why This Activity?

CURISTMAS
iffereioes anof

CURISTMAS PICTURE
iMerediees axlof exicfenlce

z on g
S

CHRISTMAS P

ferences andf ¢

o Wl

v— ake as many

CHRISTHAS PICTURE
ongerences anof evicferice

Learning to infer is foundational to reading comprehension — and pictures provide
a low-barrier entry point. Students first analyze what they can see, then connect

observations o deeper meaning. The winter theme adds a relatable and

engaging context that sparks curiosity and discussion.

Instructions

1. Introduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will infer what is happening in each Christmas image.

+ Model how to cite visual evidence using sentence frames like:

v —"lcaninfer __because I notice __."

~ “This detail makes me think __since __.

2. Image Observation & Note-Taking
« Display the firstimage.

* Ask students what they notice first, then encourage deeper details.
« Pause for quick notes or partner discussion.

3. Inference + Evidence Practice

« Students work individually, in pairs, or small groups to answer:
What is happening in the picture?

+ How might the person/people feel?
+  What specific clues support your ideas?

4. Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Share-out time for different inferences and evidence.
« Optional writing prompt: Write a caption or short paragraph that matches

the mood of the scene.

Differentiation Ideas

« Support: Provide sentence frames or label key objects in the image.

+ Challenge: Ask students to infer what happened before or after the picture.

« Engagement: Students choose one winter image to create an imaginative short
story.

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER

CHRISTMAS P

iferences and ¢

Md
infq
ab
bel
led
ev
infq
to

se

= Make as many

Sl o

CURISTMAS PICTURE
ingeredces axof evicfedce

Make as many
inferences as you can
about the picture
below and provide at
least one piece of
evidence for each
inference. Make sure
to write in complete
sentences.
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Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.
1

I have @ mountain of Christmas cd

Her excitement was a

SONG FOUR: | |
Main Idea:

Name: Date:

DeTeRMiNIN9 Tlie TYPe OF FIGURATIVE LANIVAZe

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language.

Name:. Date:

ANALYZINY Tue Teme Of CHRISTMAS SONIS

Adstmas songs and/orread the lviics and determine fhe theme and
(a song lyric) that proves your theme.

Theme:

SONG FOUR: Her excitement was a snowstorm swiring everywhere.

Main Idea:

Name: Date:

DeTeRMININ9 Tue TYPe Of FiIJURATIVe LANIVAYe X
I'have a mountain of Christmas cod X . . " . @i
Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain  [EEES

its meaning or how it is that particular fype of figurative language.

Name: Date:.

ANALYZING The THeme Of CURISTMAS SONIS

- Listen fo the famous Christmas songs and/or read the Iyrics and determine the theme and
Text main idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyric) that proves your theme.

Theme:
13. He told everyone he

used an entire roll of tape on one box

1. He was on Santa's naughty list affer he pranked his little sister during

THEME STATEMENTS

Human beings are
always searching for
acceptance.

Bravery comes in many
forms.

Change is hard.
Human beings are
courageous when they
are called upon to

I've compiled a list and links to videos of son
selection of songs from various musical genry

THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE

Justice

Acceptance -+

THEVE STATEFEMTS,  THEVETOPICS i LITERATVRE,

Acceptance
Adoption
Ambition Knowledge
Anaithy Loneliness

‘ Love

Human beings are
always searching for
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Christmas Songs Theme Analysis

Overview

This activity uses music with Christmas vibes to help students practice theme
analysis. Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across genres|
then analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

the sake of ime and my sanity, I only play th

chorus once). If the links don't work, they

. Andy Williams - It's the Most Wonderful Tis

https://youtu.b

Disclaimer

1 just play the songs, | don't show the videos.

Always preview all songs before playing to check for appropriateness in your
classroom.

. Wham! - Last Christmas (Lyncs) by 7Cloud

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolers. Many
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect easily to liter|
analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal and creati
way.

Instructions
l.Infroduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall theme of
each song.
+ Remind them to listen for imagery, figurative language, tone, an
message.
2.Play Song Clips
+  For time management, play only the first section up to the choru:
+  Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes.
+  Use teacher notes provided for any special start times or caution|
3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to identify:
+  Whatis the central theme or message of this song?
+  How does it connect to fall, change, memory, or nostalgia?
+ What figurative language devices stand out?
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
+  Compare how different genres express similar Chirstmas themes.
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain how its
theme connects to your own Christmas experiences.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions.
« Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short story witl
similar theme.
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that normally signifies the opposite.

Example: He stayed up all night to see Santa—then fell asleep

right before he arrived.

« Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own Christmas song
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Christmas Figurative Language

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative

language in a Christmas-themed context. Students will use a reference chart and

apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes, metaphors,
hyperboles, personification, irony, and more.

Middle schoolers often recognize figurative language when they hear it in

conversation, songs, or commercials, but they struggle to label and explain it. This

activity gives them seasonal, high-inferest examples and plenty of practice
connecting definitions with real usage.

. Introduce Figurative Language
Use the reference chart (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, alliteration,

onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, allusion, irony). Read through

definitions and examples together.
. Independent Practice
Students complete the worksheet by:

+ Identifying the type of figurative language in each sentence.

+ Explaining the meaning of the phrase or why it represents that type.

. Review & Discuss

Go over the answer key as a class. Encourage students to explain their
thinking and notice that some phrases could spark debate (e.g., idiom vs.

metaphor).
. Extension Options
* Have students create their own Christmas-themed figurative
language examples for each type.
+ Use them to create a “class book™ or display.

« Tie it into writing: challenge students to add at least three figurative

language devices to a Christmas-themed narrative.

« Support: Provide sentence stems like “Thisis a ___ because it..."
« Challenge: Ask students fo explain how figurative language affects
imagery, tone, or meaning in writing.

« Engagement: Let students act out or illustrate examples for their peers.
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Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you

‘would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.
Fill in each blank in the story using the part of speech labeled in parentheses. Be g = =
creative — the sillier your words, the funnier the story will be! Once all blanks are 3 — C“R'STNAS sToRg

filled, read your version of the story out loud to a partner or small group.

“Operation: Save Christmas!”
On Christmas Eve, | left a (noun) by the tree and (verb,
past tense) to bed with a . (adjective) feeling in my heart. | dreamed of

(plural noun) and wondered how Santa would _(verb) into my

house (adverb) without waking anyone.

But suddenly, a loud crash woke me up! | grabbed my _ ‘noun) and

found Santa _ .verb ending in -ing) behind the couch. He (verb,

past tense) when he saw me and whispered, "I need your (adjective) help!”

He pointed to his missing (plural noun), which should have been

(verb ending in -ing) safely on the (noun - place).

“Without them," Santa said _ ‘adverb), “l can't (verb) the rest of
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g (exclamation)!” | gasped. We searched everywhere — under the
presents, behind the (17 - adjective) stockings, and even inside the fridge — while

Santa (verb) nonstop.

Suddenly, | spotted a glowing (noun) on the floor. Santa ; o Make as many
3 inferences as you can
- about the picture
With a wave of his hand, the reindeer (verb) through the air and jingled their : ¢ below and provide at

’ S ! least one piece of
(plural noun) while (verb ending in -ing) happily. = & s evidence for each

(verb ending in -ed) over and cheered, "My magic (noun)!"

“Christmas is saved!” Santa announced. He handed me a special ok P; |nfere.nc.e. Make sure
| to write in complete
(noun) and winked before flying off into the snowy night. " sentences.
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