PPER ELEFENTAR

WINTER-TUEMED ELA ACTIVITiES

FIOURATIVE LANYUAYE, INFERENCES, CRAMMAR, THeMe, AND Novel ACTiViTieS

Name: Date:,

WINTER WORD SeARCH

Find the Winter words in the word search below. QQ

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Mad Libs Grammar

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Songs Theme Analysis| | |

Lewiew This activity provides a playful way for students to review parts of speech while

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview
This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two

creating assilly winter-themed story. Students fill in the blanks using the labeled part

activity uses music with winter vibes fo help students practice theme analf | (i Scld et i i fuilstory aloud.

ents will listen fo short clips from a curated list of songs across

THEME STATEMENTS THEME TOPICS IN LITERAT\RE

Name:. Date:.
* Human beings are o A e « Justi . — ) .
ohoyssearchingor |+ Adopton - King Teacher Guide Page WiNTeR MAD LiBS » Moy Teacher Guide Page
vy Conesnmony |1 Aoy L lon WinterFINAfVelianguage | meeieimrmerermimrms, Winter Photo Inference Activity
forms. - Art . - — foroup. m
. g;rg:ge is ha : — gEvper" s ) Overview

This activity uses winter-themed images to help students practice making
inferences. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressions, body
language, objects, and weather elements to determine what is happening in the
photo and how the characters might feel. Students then support each inference
using evidence from the image.

= FIGURATIVE LANCUACE |1 PP OF SPo° T

have courag mere- Definition: Person, place, thing, or idea verb) rushed 1o fhe window

+ Family is impd % il Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like” or “as.” oun) covered everything!
+ Famiyisimpd | & : Example: He walked into school cool as ice. rative Example: pen, dog, Landon, Colorado . Why This Activity?
itis okay fo h - Defirifion: Compesing o, Tings aa e o GlaTo Ugoes but the ding in -ing) toward the yard. Learning to infer is foundational to reading comprehension — and pictures provide
i .| Definilion: inition: i i a low-barrier entry point. Students first analyze what they can see, then connect
. Ezl:ml'qtc}\fggz % ;%‘i: they have something in common. 2“55' . veRB Definition: An action or state of being looked around but only saw er meaning. The winter theme adds a relatable and
its cover. s * ™ | Example: She was a walking snowstorm of chaos and chatter. Example: ru| an ‘ t sparks curiosity and discussion.
: ﬁ;eed caniy ) Definition: an exaggeration that can't possibly be true. ge Definition: O
- jle. met :
« Kindness is on| § Example: | could sleep for a century after shoveling the -::n"?j ADveRB other advel
most importa driveway. lgether.
we can give Definition: The repetition of beginning consonant sounds in two R
* LOV: is blind. 30 or more neighboring words or syllables. 5:53'; Example: g . -
«  With great pq e — N - " "
comes great 771\ | Example: The whirling winter winds whipped wildly down the g of the AbJeCTiveS | Definition: O E\izobeﬁh and Fraddly
responsibility. streef. class. . w[SECRETSnr return to the Winterhouse .
«  Wisdom com 7 | Definition: The formation of a word from a sound associated e phra Example: g | hotel for anoh o
learning throy g '@ with what is named. "Boom” or “buzz.” W, g mogienl holley aoson. Ma ke as ma ny
" - L] inition: i
g;?nns ) The fire pop! pop! popped! as it bumed the logs. their o [IELD | Definition: R >< rasncng e " inferences as you can
Definition: Giving something nonhuman, actual human "e-‘ 4 Example: h{ g’;{‘]%:’g’g:‘ccmz‘; S.
class TN J lead N
gualities. fenge st — ‘ them to a mysterious ObOUT The pICTUf’e
gple: The storm punched the windows like it wanted inside. la winter CONJUNCTIONS | Definition: ’ t) Bock oncs 5°“9w bythe | i
|t Y: over th
L An expression of two or more words that means sentences, F \ F‘;i‘ﬁ,ﬁe‘;"g“;egi’ffgy © be |OW an d prov' d € GT
other than the actual or literal meaning. lems like | il f{| investigate, a suspicious ﬁ d
- plain h Example: fd new guest, Elana Vesper, lorea
were left out in the cold when everyone else got writing arives at the hotel,
= —_ MY rorcing Eizabeth and
toutorl | | PRePOSITIONS | Definition: L BN Froda
: y to discern
usion is a figure of speech that makes a T plaver L ’e por S bev'cgéhe isa mere
lace, person, or event. Example: tq | [iievolent s, Amicst fhe unfolding mysiery. Hasbeth
N ite — it fi | begins fo suspect she possesses special powers of her own,
hwesimy. ypionits-—dandiitfinallydeisaied iNTeRJeCTiONS | Definition: S| | fecring fhey may ure her info Gracella's vicious web. In this
R efinition: iy
h A enchanting sequel brimming with mystery, adventure, and
bression of one's meaning by using language inserted intd | heartwaming friendship, Elizabeth and Freddy must race
ifies the opposie. against time fo unravel the secrets of Winterhouse and
il thwart the forces of evil that threaten
Jarning sign for slipping was the only thing Exqmple: o
on.
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AN UPPER ELEIENTARY ELA

77 WiNTER ELA ACTIiViTieS BUNDLE

This engaging seasonal unit gives students multiple ways to practice key ELA skills while keeping
them hooked with winter season-themed texts, songs, and activities. With teacher guides,
scaffolded practice, and ready-to-go student pages, you'll have everything you need to bring
a little winter-time energy into your classroom—without sacrificing depth or rigor.

E/ € Winter Figurative Language Foundations: Students identify and explain simile,
metaphor, idiom, personification, alliteration, hyperbole, allusion, and irony using
winter-themed sentences and passages.

E/ !’ Theme and Main Idea Through Winter Songs: Students analyze curated winter songs
to determine theme, central ideq, tone, and figurative language using structured
organizers and reference pages.

E/ “\. Grammar Review Through Winter Mad Libs: Students apply knowledge of nouns,
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections to
complete a humorous winter Mad Libs story.

E/ = Making Inferences From Winter Pictures: Students examine winter-themed images
and make detailed inferences supported by clear evidence, strengthening
comprehension and critical thinking.

E/ 4% Independent Reading Through Winter Novel Choices: Students compare winter-
related novel summaries and justify their preferences using evidence-based reasoning.

O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHEPR



WiNTeR-THeMeED ELA ACTiViTieS BUNDLE

This winter-themed bundle of activities helps upper elementary students practice figurative language,
grammar, inferences, theme, and independent reading skills while keeping them engaged with seasonal
texts, songs, and novels. With teacher guides, reference charts, and scaffolded practice, you'll have
everything you need to make winter-time both academic and fun.

Here’'s what they’ll learn:
Figurative Language Foundations: Identify, explain, and create similes, metaphors, idioms,
personification, irony, and more in winter-themed sentences.
Grammar Review Through Winter Mad Libs: Students apply knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections to complete a humorous winter Mad
Libs story.
Making Inferences From Winter Pictures: Students examine winter-themed images and make detailed
inferences supported by clear evidence, strengthening comprehension and critical thinking.
Theme Through Music: Listen to winter-time songs across genres and analyze lyrics for theme, imagery,
and tone.
Independent Reading Choices: Explore novels through “Would You Rather” activities that get students
thinking critically about genre, plot, and style.

€ Why this works:

Instead of random holiday worksheets, these activities combine seasonal engagement with real ELA skill-
building. Students move from surface-level responses to deeper analysis using high-interest media and
texts they can relate to. With built-in teacher guides, reference pages, and answer keys, you can run
these activities with confidence and keep the rigor high—even during busy winter-time weeks.

. Perfect for:
Teachers who want seasonal activities that still hit standards
Students who need engaging, high-interest practice to stay motivated during winter season
Any upper elementary ELA class looking to weave seasonal fun into figurative language, grammar,
inferences, and theme work

O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHEPR



feachers. ke you have, saicf), .

This resource cost me money! After reading this,
the students couldn't wait to read some of these
novels. | had a bunch in my library, but | ordered
the rest quickly. When they came, my students
couldn't wait to get their hands on the new
books! That made my teacher heart happy!”

— Kingdom A.

I love all of Martina's things! | bought
this because my students loved the
similar packet she made with
Valentines English activities - |
especially love the pick a book
activity :) —Literary Jane

| used this mainly for the mood and
tone tasks and it did not
disappoint. My students were so
engaged and interested in these
activities. Everything you do is
GOLD.” -Jennifer S.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
already covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

My students
loved the "would
you rather" horror
book activity!
Many of them
found new books
to try out and
had fun
discussing with
one another why
they would pick
one over the
other! -Niewo
Knows Best




|MP@E@ E&EMEM@R@I TEACHER CUIDES FOR EACH ACTIVITY

WINTER-THEMED ELA ACTIVITIES
DI9ITAL Coo9Le SLiDES LNKS:

WOULD You RATHeR ReAD Novel SLiDes:

PiCTURe INFeReNCe SLiDes:

Di9iTAL STUDENT ACTiVITY PAYeS (coodLe SLiDes):

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Includes teacher guides, activity materials, full-
size reference materials, and student worksheets.

PAGE

CONTENT

Winter Word Search (COLOR)

Winter Word Search (BLACK AND WHITE)

Winter Word Search ANSWER KEY

Figurative Language TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

Figurative Language Reference Pages

Winter Figurative Language (COLOR)

Winter Figurative Language (BLACK AND WHITE)

Winter Figurative Language ANSWER KEY

Winter Songs Theme/Main Idea Activity TEACHER GUIDE PAGE
AND LINKS

Theme reference pages

Winter songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (COLOR)

Winter songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (BLACK AND WHITE)

Winter Mad Libs Grammar TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS\

Parts of Speech Reference Pages

Winter Mad Libs Grammar (COLOR)

Winter Mad Libs Grammar (BLACK AND WHITE)

Winter Picture Inferences TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

Winter Picture Inferences (COLOR)

Winter Picture Inferences (BLACK AND WHITE)

Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... TEACHER GUIDE PAGE

Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... (COLOR)

Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... (BLACK AND WHITE)
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Teacher Guide Page
Winter Songs Theme Analysis

Overview
This activity uses music with winter vibes to help students practice theme analysis.

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Figurative Language

his activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative
nauage in a Winter-themed context Students will use g reference chart and

Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across ge

analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

Disclaimer

1 just play the songs, | don't show the videos. Always preview all song;
playing to check for appropriateness in your classroom.

Why This Activity? Overview
Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schod

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Photo Inference Activity

Overview

This activity uses winter-themed images to help students practice making
inferences. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressions, body
language, objects, and weather elements to determine what is happening in the
photo and how the characters might feel. Students then support each inference
using evidence from the image.

Why This Activity?
Learning to infer is foundational to reading comprehension — and pictures provide
a low-barrier entry point. Students first analyze what they can see, then connect
observations to deeper meaning. The winter theme adds a relatable and
engaging context that sparks curiosity and discussion.

Instructions
1. Introduce the Activity
+ Explain that students will infer what is happening in each winter image.
+ Model how to cite visual evidence using sentence frames like:
v —"lcaninfer __because I nofice __."
v’ —"This detail makes me think __since __."
2. Image Observation & Note-Taking
« Display the firstimage.
«  Ask students what they notice first, then encourage deeper details.
+ Pause for quick notes or partner discussion.

3. Inference + Evidence Practice
« Students work individually, in pairs, or small groups to answer:
+  What is happening in the picture?
+ How might the person/people feel?
+  What specific clues support your ideas?

4. Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Share-out time for different inferences and evidence.
« Optional writing prompt: Write a caption or short paragraph that matche]
the mood of the scene.

Differentiation Ideas

- Support: Provide sentence frames or label key objects in the image.

« Challenge: Ask students to infer what happened before or after the picture.

+ Engagement: Students choose one winterimage to create an imaginative short

This activity provides a playful way for students to review parts of speech while
creating asilly

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Mad Libs Grammar

n it. This
e

winfer-themed story. Students fill in the blanks using the labeled part
e reading the full story aloud.

l
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Teacher Guide Page
Winter Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather” structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
« Eachslide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
« Students read both synopses.
« They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3.0Optional Add-On
« If you have physical copies of the books, disple
classroom.
« Encourage students to check them g
the activity.
« Use this as a springboard info bg
reading, or literature circles.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide sentence starters
because...”
+ Challenge: Ask students fo conne
book or genre.
« Engagement: Let students vote o
results on a class chart.

DICITAL

PRINT_AND



SIX WINTER ELA ACTIVITIES

Name:

WINTER WOR

Find the Winter words in tH

FIGURATIVE (ANGVAGE

’ ) W | Definition: Compares two unlike things using "like” or “as.”
I

ENNORIT £ lc

Ll

lead int, N

Name:.

Date:

DeTeRMININ9 The TYPe OF FiJURATIVE LANIVAIe

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language.

lalike to suggest

os and chatter.

be true.

eling the

nt sounds in two

Name: Date:

ANALYZINY Tle THene OF WiNTeR SONIS

Listen to the famous winter songs and/or read the lyrics and determine the theme and main
idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyric) that proves your theme.

PARTS OFf SPeeCl

Definition: Person, place, thing, oridea
NOUN

Teacher Guide Paj
Winter Songs Theme A

DISCLAIMER: | JUST PLAY THE SONGS. | DON'T SHO
PREVIEW ALL VIDEOS AND SONGS BEFORE SHOWIN]

I've compiled a list and links to videos of songs with a winter vil
selection of songs from various musical genres, allowing you to
the sake of time and my sanity, | only play the first sections of thg

chorus once). If the links don't work, they are readily availablg

. Taylor Swift - Back To December (Taylor's Version) (Lyric Vided
hitps://youtu.be/qc2Z-OX9wnc?si=1SVpl7aOVHgne1EF

. The Dream Academy - Life In A Northern Town [Lyrics] by Mia
hitps://youtu.be/QSmG3Rndgt8?si=HR _0d62XGymx2wyG

. My Wish by Rascal Flatts (with lyrics) by Melodies and Memori
hitps://youtu.be/KN9Hj?-IduM?si=t6 c2WEnuxOFap1Wb

. Steve Miller Band - Winter Time (Lyrics) by To Bid You Farewell
hitps://youtu.be/KU3Cinaqlqgc?si=ibUgvijtbPFihKL9

. Noah Kahan & Hozier - Northern Attitude (Lyrics) by PLAYDATE|
hitps://youtu.be/BTQFEZOwbrs?si=T7uwZT7atNzpKeYF

. The Beatles - Here Comes The Sun (Lyrics) by ALL MIXED
hitps://youtu.be/BCGH8eU- 1A?si=Vf3HgD8TI-IGGakM

. Disney Frozen - Let It Go Song with Lyrics by Matalan
https://youtu.be/QnNégIKaWdE?si=jdWoGK1071VIBIE2

THEME STATEMENTS

Human beings are
always searching for
acceptance.

Bravery comes in many
forms.

Change is hard.
Human beings are
courageous when they
are called upon to
have courage.

Family is important.
Family is important, but
it is okay to have
boundaries.

Don't judge a book by
its cover.

Greed can ruin your
life.

Kindness is one of the
most important things
we can give to others.
Love is blind.

With great power,
comes great
responsibility.

Wisdom comes from
learning through life
experiences.
Perseverance pays off
in the end.

Only the strong survive.
Life isn't always fair.
We should remember
where we came from.

THEME TOPICS I LITERATURE

Acceptance
Adoption
Ambition
Apathy

Art

Beauty
Betrayal

Birth

Bravery
Change
Communication «
Cooperation .
Courage .
Creativity
Cultures

Death
Discovery
Divorce
Dreams
Equality
Fairness

Faith

Family
Friendship
Good vs. Evil
Greed
Growing Up
Happiness
Hate

Honesty

Hope
Immortality
Independence
Judgment

Justice
Kindness
Knowledge
Loneliness
Love

Moving
Music

Nature
Peace

Peer Pressure
Perseverance
Power

Pride
Progress
Religion
Rumors
Running away
Sacrifice
School Life
Science
Self-Discovery
Self-Esteem
Sharing
Siblings
Suffering
Survival
Teamwork
Temptation
Trust

War

Wealth
Wisdom

HARTIN CANLL- THE HUNGRY TEACHER

Name:

WiNTeR MAD LiBS

Fill in each blank in the story using the part of speech labeled in parentheses.
Be creative — the sillier your words, the funnier the story will be! Once all blanks
are filled, read your version of the story out loud to a partner or small group.

Date:

prb, past tense) out of

Look at ea
Ing. what yo!
ge. Then wi
our inferenct

e Inferenc]

o Inferencyd

ed fo the window

Name:

WiNTeR NovelL WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the title of the book you
would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.

Would you rather read book one:

Explanation:

ee Inferen

ur Inferenc|

e Inferenc{

Would you rather read book two:

Would you rather read book three:

Explanation:

Would you rather read book four:
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OULD YOU RATHER READ... ACTIVITY

Name: Date:

WiNTeR NoveL WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you
woul

TITRT mm—

conal NS =N

VIRTER STORY
WRW% VINTER mﬂ%}%@

Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... )

Woul Name:

Belal | WiNTER NOvel WOULD YOU RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you
ould rather read Then write an explanation asto ou'd prefer that book

In one day, four lives weave
| together in unexpected

. S| ways. Virgil Salinasis shy and

\| kindhearted and feels out of

E\ / - k place in his crazy-about-

& g ;o fomiy. Valencio

_A merset, who is degf s

W!M R @T@R@

Twelve-year-old Ruby Moon
Hayes does not want her new
classmates fo ask about her
father. She does not want them to
know her mother has been
amested. And she definitely does
not want fo make any friends.

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather” structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Victoria Secord, a
fourteen-year-old
Alaskan dogsled rac]
loses her way on a
roufine outing with he
dogs. With food gone|
and temperatures

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
+ Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
Each slide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
+ Students read both synopses.
+ They choose which book they would rather read.
+ They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3. Ophonal Add-On
If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the
classroom. delicious that people
Encourage students to check them out or preview them after ! j et winjoy os ney ote
the activity. — i But even in this happy
Use this as a springboard into book talks, independent kingdom. a monster lurks.
reading, or literature circles.

Once upon a fime there
was a iy kingdom called
Cornucopia, as rich in
happiness as it was in

gold, and famous forits
food. From the delicate
cream cheeses of
Kurdsburg to the Hopes-of-
Heaven pasfries of
Chouxville, each was so

Elizabeth and Freddy
retumn fo the Winterhouse
hotel for another
magical holiday season,
determined to delve
deeperinto the mystery
sumounding the
enigmoaic Riley S.
Granger. Clues lead
them fo a mysterious
book once sought by the
sinister Gracella Winters
to gain power over the

! Falls ineage. As they

Once upon a fime, Hazel
and Jack were best friends.
But that was before he
stopped talking to her and
disappeared into a forest
with a mysterious woman
made of ice. Now it's up fo
Hazel to go in after him.
Inspired by Hans Christian
Andersen’s "The Snow
Queen," Breadcrumbs is a
stunningly original fairy tale
of modern-day America, a

Legend tells of a fearsome:
creature living far to the
north in the Marshlands...
the Ickabog. Some say it

breathes fire, spifs poison, and roars through the mist as it

Differentiation Ideas

Support: Provide sentence starters like “I would rather read
because...”

+ Challenge: Ask students fo connect their choice fo a past favorite
book or genre.

+ Engagement: Let students vote on the most popular picks and track
results on a class chart.

caries off wayward sheep and children dlike. Some say if's
just @ myth..

And when that myth takes on a life of its own, casting a
shadow over the kingdom, two children - best friends Bert
and Daisy - emboark on a great adventure fo untangle the
truth and find out where the real monster lies, bringing hope
and happiness fo Cormucopia once more.

CIARTINA CAlLL

{| investigate, a suspicious
X new guest, Elana Vesper,
ariives ot the hotel,
forcing Elizabeth and
Freddy to discern
whefher she is  mere
Pawn or a key player in the plot fo revive Graceli
molevolont ST Amids! 16 Unfolding mystory. Elzabeth
begins to suspect she possesses special powers of her own,
fearing they may lure her into Gracella's vicious web. In this
enchanting sequel brimming with mystery, adventure, and
heartwarming friendship, Elizabeth and Freddy must race
against fime 1o unravel the secrefs of Winterhouse and
thwart the forces of evil that threaten to consume them all.

“Poreaderumbg

Anne Ursu

dazzling ode to the power
of fantasy, and a
heartoreaking meditation
on how growing up is as
much a choice as it is
something that happens to
us.




WINTER PICTURE INFERENCES ACTIVITY

WINTER PICTUR® iNFeReNCeS | ., = VIMTER PICTURC e PICTURE

Directions: Look at each winfer picture. Make an inference about what Dotaflaon o tolla Aoa

is happening, what you think s frue, or what you think you know based

on the image. Then wiite one piece of evidence from the picture that , ‘ .’ D ' .’ D ‘
supports your inference. Wiite in complete senfences. AN ATAXKA LA
Picture One Inference|

)

Picture Six

IT— |

Evidence:

= S VANTER PICTURE T
T P Mrskavces L L b GUNTER PICTURE ;é%ﬁ

Directions: Look at each winter picture. Make an inference about what

is happening, what you think s frue, or what you think you know based ! 7
on the image. Then wiite one piece of evidence from the picture that i
supports your inference. Writg
Picture One Inference: .’ M d ke as mdad ny

Teacher Guide Page
Evidence: Winter Photo Inference Activity

Overview MQ k g
This activity uses winter-themed images to help students practice making f o f A
Picture Two Inference: inferences. Students will examine visual details such as facial expressions, body ; ¢ nrereg

“gl&‘ inferences as you can

language, objects, and weather elements to determine what is happening in the ]
photo and how the characters might feel. Students then support each inference g i » & : O bOU
using evidence from the image. A Tt |

Evidence: it L] availal

Why This Activity? i Make as many

Learning to infer is foundational to reading comprehension — and pictures provide inf
a low-barrier entry point. Students first analyze what they can see, then connect - " inférences as
Picture Three Inference: observations fo deeper meaning. The winter theme adds a relatable and ” 3 you can about
i josil i i INAUA - P - i o
P

R

engaging context that sparks curiosity and discussion

P
1. the Activity = - - -

« Explain that students will infer what is happening in each winter image. XL %

+ Model how to cite visual evidence using sentence frames like: a8 ¥ 3 MG ke as

v —"“lcaninfer __because I notice _." E: K>

Picture Four Inference: v~ “This detail makes me think __since __." ; . inference

2. Image Observaﬁop &'Noie-Taking -3 1 G bOUT th g

. Display the first image.
Evidence: «  Ask students what they nofice first, then encourage deeper details.

Make as many
« Pause for quick notes or partner discussion. 2 ™ 3 E— e be|OW O ﬂ .
; , inferences as YOU can
3. Inference + Evidence Practice |eQ 51‘ one

Picture Five Inference: «  Students work individually, in pairs, or small groups to answer: 4 2 . ‘ i
*  Whatis happening in the picture? ] 3 eVIdeﬂce ] . ] gb|OU1- Thedplcturz
How might the person/people feg\? » 1 - 14 § e OW O n prOVI e OT

Biitience: + What specific clues support your ideas? ; |ﬂference |eOS_I_ one piece Of

4. Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Optional writing prompt: Write a caption or short paragraph that matches ’ @ 5 eVId ence for eOC h

« Share-out time for different inferences and evidence. . TO Wl’”’e i
the mood of the scene. 3 se nfence .
S— inference. Make sure
Differentiation Ideas

- Support: Provide sentence frames or label key objects in the image. TO erTe |n com pleTe

+ Challenge: Ask students to infer what happened before or after the picture.
« Engagement: Students choose one winter image to create an imaginative short i
Choas 9 9 sentences
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WINTER SON9 TUEMES AND FiIYURATIVE LANIVAYE ACTIVITIES

Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.

FICURATIVE LANGUACE £ =

Name: Date:
. Idiom. Example: We were on thin ice after we forgof| : . (=
Meaning: We were close fo getting info frouble. DeTeRMININ9 The TYPe OF FiIJURATIVE LANIVATeE - "‘lm
. Metaphor. Example: Her glare was a blizzard, freezin| Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain -
S icular type of figurative language. s‘%

His breath was like a tiny cloud puffing in the air.

after we forgot our homework again.

The wind screamed outside my window.

Name:

DeTeRMINING The TYPe OF FIGURATIVE LANS

SONG FOUR:

Main Idea:

Name: Date:

Theme:

ANALYZINY Tle THeme OF WiNTeR SONIS

Listen fo the famous winter songs and/or read the lyrics and determine the theme and main

ce (a song lyric) that proves your theme.

SONG FOUR:

Main Idea:

Bagie!

~

Theme:

Name: Date:

Text

ANALYZINY Tlie Theme OF WiNTeR SONIS

Listen fo the famous winter songs and/or read the lyrics and determine the theme and main
idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song yic) that proves your theme.

Determine which type of figurative language is used and the;
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative lang

THEME STATEMENTS THEME TOPICS

Rrecel

IN LITERATURE

Human beings are * Acceptanc
always searching for « Adoption
acceptance. *  Ambition

THEME STATEMENTS THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE

lomparing two things that are not alike to suggest
pmething in common.

Definition: Compares two unlike things using Teacher Guide Page
Example: He walked info school cool as ice| Winter Figurative Language

Definition: Comparing two things that are ng

they have something in common. Overview

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative
language in a Winter-themed context. Students will use a reference chart and
apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes, metaphors,
hyperboles, personification, irony, and more.

Example: She was a walking snowstorm of g

Definition: an exaggeration that can't possi

Example: | could sleep for a century after sl
driveway. Why This Activity?

— - P Middle schoolers often recognize figurative language when they hear it in
Definition: The repetifion of beginning consill 1y ersation, songs, or commercidls, but they siruggle to label and explain it. This
or more neighboring words or syllables. activity gives them seasonal, high-interest examples and plenty of practice
Example: The whirling winter winds whippecll connecting definitions with real usage.
street.

Instructions
Definition: The formation of a word from a sq . Introduce Figurative Language
with what is named. "Boom" or “buzz.” Use the reference chart (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, aliteration,
B onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, allusion, irony). Read through
Example: The fire pop! pop! popped! as it b definitions and examples together.
Definition: Giving something nonhuman, ac . Independent Practice
qualities. Students complete the worksheet by:
« Identifying the type of figurative language in each sentence.

. Review & Discuss
Definition: An expression of two or more wor Go over the answer key as a class. Encourage students to explain their

— metfaphor).
Example: We were left out in the cold when . Extension Options

picked first. + Have students create their own winter-themed figurative language

"R, P = examples for each type.
Definition: An allusion is a figure of speech tl Use them to create a “class book” or display.

reference fo a place, person, or event. Tie it info writing: challenge students to add at least three figurative
Example: That test was my kryptonite — and language devices to a winter-themed narrative.
me.

Ideas

Definition: the expression of one's meaning 4 Support: Provide sentence stems like “Thisis a ___ because it..."

that normally signifies the opposite. Challenge: Ask students to explain how figurative language affects

N > E T imagery, tone, or meaning in writing.

Example: _The warning sign for slipping was { Engagement: Let students act out or illustrate examples for their peers.
anyone slipped on.

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNGRY TEACHER

Example: The storm punched the windows |i * Explaining the meaning of the phrase or why it represents that type.

something other than the actual or literal m| thinking and notice that some phrases could spark debate (e.g., idiom vs.

Teacher Guide Page . AmbHl6H . Knowledge

+ Acceptance +  Justice
+ Adoption + Kindness

Winter Songs Then

DISCLAIMER: | JUST PLAY THE SONGS. | DO
PREVIEW ALL VIDEOS AND SONGS BEFORE

I've compiled a list and links to videos of songs with of
selection of songs from various musical genres, allowin|
the sake of time and my sanity, | only play the first secti
chorus once). If the links don't work, they are readily}

. Zac Brown Band - Colder Weather (Lyrics) by To Bid
https://youtu.be/ApyGfWDVIjI?si=MOF8vGfRdzHVpX]

. Early Winter by Gwen Stefani w/ lyrics by TheSweete|
https://youtu.be/gompdRREWYM?si=G00DeelsdWj2

. My December (Lyrics) - Linkin Park by Your Fav Lyrid]
hitps://youtu.be/VvdCscakMAA?si=If3PD6h4RZNtqr9

. Taylor Swift - evermore (Official Lyric Video) ft. Bon I
https://youtu.be/EXLgZZE072g?si=! JCaDXHpGY

. The Rolling Stones - Winter - Lyrics by Pallas800
hitps://youtu.be/cpUuli07 iMc?si=Xy97 DAWRKXY]

. Sara Bareilles, Ingrid Michaelson - Winter Song (Offid]
https://youtu.be/UkOKCWDJ4iA?si=hUhFhTn5tmFkiYd

. Fleetwood Mac - Landslide [Lyrics] by Shayan Shokri
https://youtu.be/ONzuVds6hPE?si=-GvugzVaxYeEjé:

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Songs Theme Analysis

Overview

This activity uses music with winter vibes to help students practice theme analysis.
Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across genres, then
analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

Disclaimer
I just play the songs, | don't show the videos. Always preview all songs before
playing to check for appropriateness in your classroom.

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolers. Many
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect easily to
literary analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal and
creative way.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall theme of
each song.
+ Remind them to listen for imagery, figurative language, tone, and
message.
2.Play Song Clips
«  For time management, play only the first section up fo the chorus.
« Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes.
+ Use teacher notes provided for any special start times or cautions.
3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to identify:
+  Whatis the central theme or message of this song?
+ How does it connect to winter, change, memory, or nostalgia?
+ What figurative language devices stand out?
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Compare how different genres express similar winter themes.
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain how its
theme connects to your own winter experiences.

Differentiation Ideas
+ Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions.
+ Cl : Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short story with a

similar theme.
- Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own “winter vibe”
songs.
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L I I e o WiNTER NOVeL WOULD YOU RATHeR ReAD...

T )
R . >~ Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the title of the book you
would rather read. Then wiite an explanation as fo why you'd prefer that book.
Name: Date:

WiNTEeR MAD LiBS B | [WINTER STORY
ubu o) you, raliver

Fill in each blank in the story using the part of speech labeled in parentheses. W \m

Be creative — the sillier your words, the funnier the story will be! Once all blanks
are filled, read your version of the story out loud to a partner or small group. = 3 = Lte and ke eris | LU uﬁ&\«._xln WILDER | The fown of De Smot in the

“The Most Unexpected Snow Day Ever”
It was a (adjective) winter morning when | (verb, past tense) out of

bed and slipped on my (noun). | _(adverb) rushed to the window

and couldn’t believe my eyes — piles of (plural noun) covered everything!

flees wilh fnousands of olbers, but how can Ihey walk
#he some route when fney nave an elephant in fow,
and keep hemseives safe? Along e way, They
meet Pefer, o Canadien navigator whao risks his own

| got bundled up and ran outside, __(verb ending in -ing) toward the yard. Cobiurs 1o save e famiy

Suddenly, a _(adjective) voice shouted, “Stop!"” | looked around but only saw
the snowman we built yesterday.

Before | could even _ _verb), his (noun) started to glow. The
snowman stretched his arms and said, "I need a .adjective) helper today!”

| (verb, past tense) backward, amazed. The snowman handed me a

(noun) and told me to start _ ‘verb ending in -ing) all the

(plural noun) around the yard.

4-6 Winter Inferences # o & D B (G- [ sideshow - @ share

Fie Edit View Insert Format Side Arrange Tools Extensions Help

b (exclamation)!” | shouted as one flew into the air. But the snowman Q+ 5 e®F QR - R T Q N\ B backroud Layoust Theme Transition

laughed and said, “Just (verb) your best!” We worked (adverb) to TEITE
clean up the snowy mess. . W'MER P'@WR@

Then, the snowman pointed to a giant _(noun) in the sky. “If that
Make as many

(verb ending in -ed) open, winter magic will vanish forever!" he explained. = . Wiy inferences as you can
about the picture
3 below and provide at

= ol _ (plural noun) marched out of the snow _(adjective) as could be. s LA igast one piecs of
bk S | evidence for each

We (23 - verb, past tense) toward the sky and watched as the snowman jumped inference. Make sure
to write in complete
(noun). Snowflakes sparkled everywhere.

i ] (adverb) high to close the sentences.
| Best snow day ever! ; T

[T icTRe eeronces %

I had no idea whatto do,sol ___ (verb) for help. Suddenly, a group of

WA PICTURS WroRonGes %
= e 3
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