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Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like” or “as.”
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Example: He was nervous as a turkey on Thanksgiving before the big
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Example: My brother is a pig at Thanksgiving.
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escape:; if's a frap. Will Andrea and her new friend Penny

have what it takes to find Francis, figure out what's really
going on in Reverie, and break free from this nightmarish
dream world? A\

Definition: the expression of one's meaning by using language that
normally signifies the opposite.
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Example: After cooking a huge feast for her family they asked for pizza for
dinner instead.

(©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER




A MDDLE SCHOOL ELA

L2777+ FALL AND THANKS9IVING-THeNneD ACTiViTieS BUNDLe

This engaging seasonal unit gives students multiple ways to practice key ELA skills while
keeping them hooked with fall-themed texts, songs, and activities. With teacher guides,
scaffolded practice, and ready-to-go student pages, you'll have everything you need to
bring a little autumn energy into your classroom—without sacrificing depth or rigor.

K{

Thanksgiving Word Search (color + black-and-white with answer key)

SZ Figurative Language Activity with Teacher guide, reference chart,
stfudent practice pages, and answer key

IQ

Thanksgiving TV Commercials: Rhetorical Appeals with Teacher
guide, curated video links, reference pages (ethos, pathos, logos),
and student analysis worksheets

Fall Songs Theme/Main Idea with Teacher guide, curated playlist,
and student lyric/theme analysis sheets

<

Fall Novel “Would You Rather Read...” Activity with Teacher guide +
slides and student response




Eall, Themed, ELA aclivilies bundle

This bundle of fall-themed activities helps middle schoolers practice figurative language, rhetoric,
theme, and independent reading skills, while keeping them engaged with seasonal texts,
commercials, songs, and novels. With teacher guides, reference charts, and scaffolded practice,
you'll have everything you need to make autumn both academic and fun.

Here's what they’ll learn:
« Figurative Language Foundations: Identify, explain, and create similes, metaphors, idioms,
personification, irony, and more in Thanksgiving-themed sentences.
« Rhetorical Appeadls in Media: Analyze how ethos, pathos, and logos are used in Thanksgiving
commercials to persuade audiences.
« Theme Through Music: Listen to fall-inspired songs across genres and analyze lyrics for theme,
imagery, and tone.
« Independent Reading Choices: Explore novels through “Would You Rather” activities that get
students thinking critically about genre, plot, and style.

¥ Why this works:

Instead of random holiday worksheets, these activities combine seasonal engagement with real ELA
skill-building. Students move from surface-level responses to deeper analysis using high-interest media
and texts they can relate to. With built-in teacher guides, reference pages, and answer keys, you can
run these activities with confidence and keep the rigor high—even during busy fall weeks.

. Perfect for:
« Teachers who want seasonal activities that still hit standards
« Students who need engaging, high-interest practice to stay motivated in the falll
« Any middle school ELA class looking to weave seasonal fun into figurative language, media
analysis, and theme work



feachers. ke you have, saif), .

This resource cost me money! After reading this,
the students couldn't wait to read some of these
novels. | had a bunch in my library, but | ordered
the rest quickly. When they came, my students
couldn't wait to get their hands on the new
books! That made my teacher heart happy!”

My kids loved using this resource for
their school day. They were engaged
in the resource and had no trouble
getting started. It didn’t take a lot of
time to prepare this resource, so it was
easy for to use quickly. -Shannon H.

— Kingdom A.

I love all of Martina's things! | bought
this because my students loved the
similar packet she made with
Valentines English activities - |
especially love the pick a book
activity :) -Literary Jane

| used this mainly for the mood and
tone tasks and it did not
disappoint. My students were so
engaged and interested in these
activities. Everything you do is
GOLD.” -Jennifer S.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
already covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

My students
loved the "would
you rather" horror
book activity!
Many of them
found new books
to fry out and
had fun
discussing with
one another why
they would pick
one over the
other! —-Niewo
Knows Best
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FALL-THeMeD ELA ACTIViTieS
Liglal google slices links

WOULD YOU RATHER READ NOVEL SLIDES:
HTTPS://DOCS.CO0GLE COM/PRESENTATION/D/MYAYNOIXHVDVIVYXI-FHELO WALANAGE-AVZHUIPY/COPY UEP=SHARING

DICITAL STUDENT ACTIVITY PACES (COOGLE SLIDES):
HTTPS://DOCS.CO0GLE COM/PRESENTATION/D/DXBSTOOW-AMWICXFLX_3HCHBCCOMSYOHFA0-NKODKA/COPY PUSP=SHARING

—
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TEACHER CUIDES FOR EACH ACTIVITY

Includes teacher guides, activity materials, full-
size reference materials, and student worksheets.

Teacher Guide Page

Thanksgiving Figurative Lan Teacher Guide Page: Thanksgiving

Commercial Rhetorical Appeals

Overview

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of fi
language in a Thanksgiving-themed context. Students will use a refd Overview
and apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes,

e 5 This activity uses Thanksgiving commercials to teach students about rhetorical
hyperboles, personification, irony, and more.

appeals (ethos, pathos, logos). Students will watch a curated selection of
- — commercials and analyze how companies use emotional connection, credibility,
WEZITNSLAC"'V"Y‘? o ) and logic to persuade their audience.
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FALL-TUEMED ELA ACTIVITIES
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PACGE CONTENT

3 Thanksgiving Word Search (COLOR)

Thanksgiving Word Search (BLACK AND WHITE)

Figurative Language TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

4
5 Thanksgiving Word Search ANSWER KEY
6
7

Figurative Language Reference Pages

1" Fall Figurative Language (COLOR)

13 Fall Figurative Language (BLACK AND WHITE)

15 Fall Figurative Language ANSWER KEY

16 Thanksgiving TV Commercials Rhetoric TEACHER GUIDE
PAGE AND LINKS

18 Rhetoric reference pages

22 Thanksgiving TV . Commercials Rhetoric (COLOR)

24 Thanksgiving TV. Commercials Rhetoric (BLACK AND WHITE)

26 Fall Songs Theme/Main Idea Activity TEACHER GUIDE PAGE

AND LINKS
28 Fall songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (BLACK AND WHITE)
31 Fall Novel Would You Rather Read... TEACHER GUIDE PAGE

32 Fall Novel Would You Rather Read... (COLOR)

34 Fall Novel Would You Rather Read... (BLACK AND WHITE)

Teacher Guide Page
Fall Songs Theme Analys

Teacher Guide Page
Fall Would You Rather Read...

Overview
This activity uses music with autumn vibes to help students practice thd Overview
Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across gen . _— . 5 i
analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections. This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
Disclaimer books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
1 just play the songs, | don’t show the videos. reasoning.
Always preview all songs before playing to check for appropriateness
classroom. Why This Activity?
This “Would You Rather" structure builds buzz around independent reading by
Why This Activity? presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle school critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,

songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect € or style.
analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal
way. Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
» Each slide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
+  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall

each song.
+  Remind Tr?em to listen for imagery, figurative languag 2.Student Choice
message. « Students read both synopses.
2.Play Song Clips + They choose which book they would rather read.
«  For time management, play only the first section up 1d « They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
« Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes. something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
« Use teacher notes provided for any special start fime: 3.0Optional Add-On
3.Analyze Themes « If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to id: classroom.
+  Whatis the central theme or message of this song? +  Encourage students to check them out or prexg

+ How does it connect to fall, change, memory, or nost|

b 3 H the activity.
+  What figurative language devices stand out? . . & 3 .
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion Use this as a springboard into book tal

- Compare how different genres express similar fall the reading, or literature circles.
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and expld| ~ e
theme connects to your own fall experiences. Differentiation Ideas

+ Support: Provide sentence starters like *

Differentiation Ideas because...”
« Support: Provide lyric excerpfs or guiding questions. + Challenge: Ask students to connect thy
+ Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem or shq book or genre.
similar theme. + Engagement: Let students vote on the

« Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own “fal results on a class chart.




FIVE FALL-THEMED ELA ACTIVITIES

NAME:

TUANKS9iViNG WORD

Find the Thanksgiving words in the word sea

ANKSCIVING

@x@mmm LANEVACE- o~

VORD SEARCH

arch below.

Name:

DeTERMININ9 The TYPe OF Fi9URATIVe LﬂNS\IﬂSe

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language.

Date:

She squirreled away her allowance to buy a new bike. &%

Name: Date:

TUANKSIIVING COMMERCIALS RUETORICAL APPEALS

Watch the Thanksgiving commercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each.
Some may not have all three appeals but think critically about how all three might be included.

W N X D C N F G
G

Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like” or “as."

u U A E B A H

football game.

Example: He was nervous as a furkey on Thanksgiving before the big

A A I J N T d A
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Name:

ANALYZINI Tue THeme Of FALL SONIS

Date:

< | Definition: Comparing two things that are not alike to suggest they have J|lc|y|E|wW[N|E|V Listen to the famous summer songs and/or read the lyrics and determine the theme and main
idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyric) that proves your theme.
Name: 0 ONE: __|
e . . dea: Name: Date:
DeTeRMiNIN9 THe TYPe OF FiIURY —]
Determine which type of figurative language is used an fALL Nove'. WOULD you RAT"eR ReAD e &
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurativ Definti = fof - p:
) efinition: A reason or set of reasons given . ) . !
1 snosuinss oweynrotowcrce o | RHETORICAL i o G perscicing s oot B e e e e e
Meaning: HNALQSIS action oridea is right or wrong Mdence:
WOULD YOU RATHER READ BOOK I:
Example: Alyssa wrote a paper, and her —
argument was that Martin Luther King was Saies )
2. The autumn tree held a sea of acorns. better at encouroging change during the dea: | EXPLANATION/EVIDENCE:
Meaning: Civil Rights Movement, than Malcolm X.
e
Definition: Ethos is an appeal to ethics, and it
is a means of convincing someone of the lidence:
3. His mom told him to break a leg before he| character or credibility of the persuader
Thanksgiving Day parade. WOULD YOU RATHER READ BOOK 2:
Meaning: Example: The author used the ethos appeal THREE: :
! when he told us he had had a PhD in the dea: |
subject matter that he was presenting on. EXPLANATION/EVIDENCE:
a. The apple never falls far from the tree. Definition: An appeal fo logic and is a way '
. I_OCOS of persuading an audience by reason.
Meaning: yidence:
Example: The toothpaste commercials use
the logos rhetorical appeal when they give
o ) us statistics on how many dentists WOULD YOU RATHER READ BOOK 3:
5. The pumpkin pie was smooth as silk. recommend their toothpaste.
Meaning: EXPLANATION/EVIDENCE:
Definition: Pathos is an appeal to emotion
PHTHOS and is a way of convincing an audience of
an argument by creating an emotional
6. The turkey she bought looked like it weighqg response.
Meaning: Example: The commercial with the dogs in

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEA(

cages, and the sad song in the background,
is trying to use the pathos rhetorical appeal.

(©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNGRY TEACHER




WOULD YOU RATHER READ... ACTIVITY

WOULD YOU RATHER READ BOOK 4:

EXPLANATION/EVIDENCE:

Name:

Date:

FALL Novel WOULD You RATHeR ReAD...

of the book you would
prefer that book.

WOULD YOU RATHER READ BOOK 4:

EXPLANATION/EVIDENCE:

FALL STORY

AMle~A UM LA~ DATIHIAD DA NN

\D /¢

Name:

Date:

\ZOLIN AL DATUED DEAN

Read the synansis for each navel nair and they

FALL Novel WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

write the fitle of the book you would

Teacher Guide Page
Fall Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This "Would You Rather"” structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
+ Eachslide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
« Students read both synopses.
« They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed fo them.
3.Optional Add-On
« If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the
classroom.
+ Encourage students to check them out or preview them after
the activity.
* Use this as a springboard into book talks, independent
reading, or literature circles.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide sentence starters like “I would ratherread ___
because...”
« Challenge: Ask students to connect their choice to a past favorite
book or genre.
« Engagement: Let students vote on the most popular picks and track
results on a class chart.

to why you'd prefer that book.

FALL STORY

FALL STORY\ »

For Lora, there is simply
[nothing better than being
a kid. From her point of
view, the adult world is
foo serious. No one wants

FALL STORY

Isaac and Marco already
know sixth grade is going
to change their lives. But it
won't change things at

o/

WO\ILD You RATHER ReAD. ...
SARA PENNVPM:N:I

Pax was only a kit when
his family was killed, and
“his boy" Peter rescued

him from abandonment

s to finish the final
I The List. It's a list of

[daring, totally
e things that he
best friend, Lucas,
d to do together,
E only item left is to
E Appalachian Trail.
Lucas isn't there to
th him. Toby is
ined fo hike the trail

Al STORY\

After Andrea's brother, Francis,

disappeared, everything
changed. Her world tumed JACQUELI

upside down, and there was

nothing she could do to right it. WoOoDso

S0 when she discovers »

magical dream world called
Reverie in the woods near her
home, Andrea jumps at the
chance fo escape her pain and
goinside. But the cost of

 ccimission is high: Andrea must
give up a memory in order to /
enter. And she knows exactly *
which memory she'd like to give

up,
Once inside, Andrea discovers
tent after tent of dreams come
dlive: she can fly on a gust of

\

wind, brave swashbuckling pirates and search for buried
treasure, reach for—-and wish on-—-a tangible star, and much,
much more. But Andrea soon redlizes that not all of Reverie's
dreams are meant to delight, and the Sandman behind the
circus tents seems fo have plans of his own. When Andrea
finds a tent in which her brother's darkest nighfmare has been
brought to life, she realizes the dark fruth: Reverie is not an
escape:; it's a frap. Will Andrea and her new friend Penny
have what it takes to find Francis, figure out what's really
going on in Reverie, and break free from this nightmarish
dream world?2

busy aching for the past?

For as long as ZJ can
remember, his dad has been
everyone's hero. As a
charming, falented pro
football star, he's as beloved
fo the neighborhood kids he
plays with as he is o his
millions of adoring sports fans.
But lately life at ZJ's house is
anything but charming. His
dad is having frouble
remembering things and
seems to be angry all the
fime. ZJ's mom explains it's
because of all the head
injuries his dad sustained
during his career. ZJ can

# L understand that-but it

doesn't make the sting any less real when his own father forgets
his name. As ZJ contemplates his new redlity, he has to figure
out how to hold on tight to family traditions and recollections of
the glory days, all the while wondering what their past amounts
to if his father can't remember it. And most importantly, can
those happy feelings ever be reclaimed when they are all so

e

Twelve-year-old Silas is
awoken in the dead of night
by three menacing horsemen
who take his father away.
Silas is left shaken, scared,
and alone, except for the
presence of his companion,
Mittenwool . .. who happens
to be a ghost. When a pony
shows up at his door, Silas
makes the courageous
decision to leave his home
and embark on a perilous
journey to find his father.

e his fears to unlock the secrets

unfathomable mysteries of the

SK




Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.

SONG EIGHT: ‘
.
Teacher Guide Page Main Idea:
. SONG FOUR:
Fall Songs Theme Analysis , )
Theme: Main Idea:
DISCLAIMER: | JUST PLAY THE SONGS. | DON'T SHOW THE VIDEOS.
PREVIEW ALL VIDEOS AND SONGS BEFORE SHOWING OR PLAYING Text Evidence: Theme:
I've compiled a list and links to videos of songs with a fall vibe.. I've compiled a
selection of songs from various musical genres, allowing you to pick and choose. For . |
the sake SONG N X
chorus| Medn Id Name: l
o ain Ide|
1. "Sepid Teacher Guide Page ANALYZIN9 Tue Tl-lé THEME STATEMENTS THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE
— Fall Songs Theme Analysis :
g Y Theme: | Listen to the famous summer songs and/or re . H bei .
2. "AllTo idea of the music. Provide one piece of e uman beings are Accep?once + Justice
https: Overview — always searching for Adoption « Kindness
This activity uses music with autumn vibes to help students practice theme analysis. Text Evid| | SONG ONE: acceptance. Ambition +  Knowledge
3. "Wakg Students will listen to short clip_s from a curated list of songs across genres, then Main Idea: « Bravery comesin many Apathy « Loneliness
https:/ analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections. forms. Art . Love
" T SONG TE + Change is hard. . i
ool Bk i L . Humogn beings are :e;:ufy | . moymg
https 1 just play the songs, | don’t show the videos. Main Ide 9 eiraya usic
Always preview all songs before playing to check for appropriateness in your courageous when they Birth * Nature
5. “Nove| | classroom. i Text Eviderice: are called upon to Bravery « Peace
https Theme: | have courage. Change «  Peer Pressure
. Why This Activity? «  Family is important. Communication «  Perseverance
6. h??PTE Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolers. Many Text Evid « Family is important, but Cooperation  « Power
https:/ songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect easily to IHe_ror SONG TWO: it is okay fo have Courage . Pride
7. “Boys ar;c\;/lyas skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal and creative Main Idea: boundaries. Creativity « Progress
https:/] ’ SONG ELH + Don'tjudge a book by Cultures « Religion
NOTE: : i .
sojust| | Mstructions . MainIde{ | Theme: ifs cover. Death Rumors
1.Infroduce the Activity + Greed can ruin your Discovery * Running away
8 “Land »  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall theme of life. Divorce « Sacrifice
each song. ! . ) . Theme: _| | Text Evidence: » Kindness is one of the Dreams « School Life
9. "Caliif + Remind them to listen for imagery, figurative language, tone, and most important things Equality . Science
httos: message. - we can give to others. Fairness « Self-Discovery
2.Play Song Clips Text Evidd . .l is blind "
10 %At «  For time management, play only the first section up to the chorus. SONG THREE: ove Is blind, Folfh + Self-Esteem
“hit SL_] « Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes. Main Idea: +  With great power, Family « Sharing
: «  Use teacher notes provided for any special start times or cautions. comes great Friendshi «  Siblings
3.Anal The g P 9
" .Analyze Themes responsibility. Good vs. Evil «  Sufferi
11."Catc]| o s " " : s p Y. 00 uffering
Kitise: Students can wc?rk individually, in pairs, or as a whole gluss to identify: Theme: . Wisdom comes from Greed .« Survival
hitos:4 +  Whatis the central theme or message of this song? learning thr h lif G ing U
«  How does it connect to fall, change, memory, or nostalgia? earning through lire rowing Up . Teomwo_rk
«  What figurative language devices stand oute Text Evidence: experiences. Happiness + Temptation
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion * Perseverance pays off Hate o Trust
«  Compare how different genres express similar fall themes. in the end. Honesty « War
+ Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain how its « Only the strong survive. Hope « Wealth
theme connects to your own fall experiences. . Life isn't always fair. Immortality . Wisdom
o o *  We should remember . (
Differentiation Ideas wr?esreox:c?nmee frkc):n IJnc?jependTence Youth i
« Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions. . vagmen
« Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short story with a
similar theme. P I~
« Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own “fall vibe" songs. Va \\
MARTINA CAHILL- THE HUMCRY TEACHER:
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FALL ELA Activities % B & OIE!| Ck ~ Slideshow | ~
File Edit View Insert Format Slide Arrange Tools Extensions Help
Q + 9 e & & 93% ~ KR Tt @ N\ ~ Background = Layout = Theme  Transition
nnrnflnaabianallonabannlanntamnlloenSnsnlonafnanilona®eenlloenls
1 (G ]
= | 1
= : ]
A A FALL NOVEL WOULD YOU RATHER READ
4 LN
= ELA ACTIVITIES | | ] : : ; »
- ] Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the title of the book you would
j | - rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.
= | 1
— ]
= ]
=" 1
= 1
a &h
) e ] WOULD You RATHER READ .. ..
THANKSSIVING WORD SeARCH it |
vt i - S— m 1 After Andrea’s brother, Francis,
1 For aslong as ZJ can
] remember, his dad has been
ACQUELI boer, h
™ upside down, and there was everyone's hero. Asa
i nothing she could do to right it. WOODsO charming, talented pro
d So when she discovers a » football star, he's as beloved
] magical dream worid called o the neighborhood kids he
Reverie in the woods near her plays with as he is to his
9 home, Andrea jumps af fhe millions of adoring sports fans
9 But lately life at ZJ's house is
1 anything but charming. His
1 dadis having frouble:
< > remembering things and
] enfer. And she knows exactly seems fo be angry all fhe
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