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Why This Activity?
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presenting students
critically about what

Encouraging | Manipulative Gloomy Nauseated

Overview
This activity uses winter commercials to teach students how authors and creators
establish mood and tone. Students will watch a curated selection of commercials and

Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like" or “as."

Enthusiastic | Melancholy Amused Grateful Nervous

| Example: He walked into school cool as ice.

Why This Activity? Euphoric Miserable Annoyed Grumpy Ominous
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PIDDLE SCHOOL ELA

77 WiNTeR ELA ACTiViTieS BUNDLE

This engaging seasonal unit gives students multiple ways to practice key ELA skills while keeping
them hooked with winter season-themed texts, songs, and activities. With teacher guides,
scaffolded practice, and ready-to-go student pages, you'll have everything you need to bring
a little winter-time energy into your classroom—without sacrificing depth or rigor.

Winter Word Search (color + black-and-white with answer key)

Figurative Language Activity with Teacher guide, reference chart,
student practice pages, and answer key.

Teacher guide, curated video links, reference pages (ethos, pathos,
logos), and student analysis worksheets

Winter Songs Theme/Main Idea with Teacher guide, curated playlist,
and student lyric/theme analysis sheets

g Winter TV Commercials: Rhetorical Appeals and Mood and Tone with

Winter Novel “Would You Rather Read...” Activity with Teacher guide
+ slides and student response




winler Themed) ELA activilies bundle

This winter-themed bundle of activities helps middle schoolers practice figurative language, rhetoric,
theme, and independent reading skills while keeping them engaged with seasonal texts,
commercials, songs, and novels. With teacher guides, reference charts, and scaffolded practice,
you'll have everything you need to make winter-time both academic and fun.

Here's what they'll learn:
« Figurative Language Foundations: Identify, explain, and create similes, metaphors, idioms,
personification, irony, and more in winter-themed sentences.
« Rhetorical Appeadls in Media: Analyze how ethos, pathos, and logos are used in winter
commercials to persuade audiences.
« Theme Through Music: Listen to winter-time songs across genres and analyze lyrics for theme,
imagery, and tone.
« Independent Reading Choices: Explore novels through “Would You Rather” activities that get
students thinking critically about genre, plot, and style.

¥ Why this works:

Instead of random holiday worksheets, these activities combine seasonal engagement with real ELA
skill-building. Students move from surface-level responses to deeper analysis using high-interest media
and texts they can relate to. With built-in teacher guides, reference pages, and answer keys, you can
run these activities with confidence and keep the rigor high—even during busy winter-time weeks.

. Perfect for:
« Teachers who want seasonal activities that still hit standards
« Students who need engaging, high-interest practice to stay motivated during winter season
« Any middle school ELA class looking to weave seasonal fun into figurative language, media
analysis, and theme work



feachers. ke you have, saif). .

This resource cost me money! After reading this,
the students couldn't wait to read some of these
novels. | had a bunch in my library, but | ordered
the rest quickly. When they came, my students
couldn't wait to get their hands on the new
books! That made my teacher heart happy!”

— Kingdom A.

I love all of Martina's things! | bought
this because my students loved the
similar packet she made with
Valentines English activities - |
especially love the pick a book
activity :) —Literary Jane

| used this mainly for the mood and
tone tasks and it did not
disappoint. My students were so
engaged and interested in these
activities. Everything you do is
GOLD.” -Jennifer S.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
already covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

My students
loved the "would
you rather" horror
book activity!
Many of them
found new books
to try out and

had fun
discussing with
one another why
they would pick
one over the
other! -Niewo

Knows Best
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WINTER-TUEMED ELA ACTIVITIES
DI9iTAL Coo9Le SLiDeS LiNKS:

WOULD You RATHeR ReAD Novel SLiDes:

Di9iTAL STUDENT ACTiViTY PA9eS (CcoodLe SLiDes):

TEACHER CUIDES FOR EACH ACTIVITY

Includes teacher guides, activity materials, full-
size reference materials, and stfudent worksheets.

Overview
This activy
analysis. §
then and|

Overview

THBLE OF CONTENTS

PACGE CONTENT

3 Winter Word Search (COLOR)

4 Winter Word Search (BLACK AND WHITE)

5 Winter Word Search ANSWER KEY

7 Figurative Language TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS
8 Figurative Language Reference Pages

12 Winter Figurative Language (COLOR)

15 Winter Figurative Language (BLACK AND WHITE)

18 Winter Figurative Language ANSWER KEY

19 Winter TV.Commercials Rhetoric TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND
LINKS

21 Rhetoric reference pages

25 Winter TV.Commercials Rhetoric (COLOR)

27 Winter TV.Commercials Rhetoric (BLACK AND WHITE)

29 Winter TV Commercials Mood and Tone TEACHER GUIDE PAGE
AND LINKS

31 Mood and Tone reference pages

35 Winter TV Commercials Mood and Tone (COLOR)

37 Winter TV Commercials Mood and Tone (BLACK AND WHITE)

39 Winter Songs Theme/Main Idea Activity TEACHER GUIDE PAGE
AND LINKS

41 Theme reference pages

45 Winter songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (COLOR)

47 Winter songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (BLACK AND WHITE)

49 Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... TEACHER GUIDE PAGE

50 Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... (COLOR)

52 Winter Novel Would You Rather Read... (BLACK AND WHITE)

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Songs Theme Anal

Teacher Guide Page: Winter
Commercial Mood and Tone

This activity uses winter commercials to teach students how authors and creators

Teacher Guide Page: Winter
mercial Rhetorical Appeals

lommercials to teach students about rhetorical appeals
udents will watch a curated selection of commercials and
use emotional connection, credibility, and logic to

lals and

ommercials out there, but | selected these because they

Teacher Guide Pa
Winter Songs Theme A

Overview

This activity uses music with winter vibes to help students practic
Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs acro:
analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connectio

Disclaimer
| just play the songs, | don’t show the videos. Always preview all
playing to check for appropriateness in your classroom.

Why This Activity?
Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middie
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that con
literary analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students if
creative way.

Instructions
1.Infroduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and
each song.
* Remind them to listen forimagery, figurative la
message.
2.Play Song Clips
«  For time management, play only the first sectio
« Pause after each clip for quick discussion or nof|
« Use teacher notes provided for any special star|
= 3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole clas
*  Whatis the central theme or message of this sol
* How does it connect to winter, change, memoi
*  What figurative language devices stand out2
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Compare how different genres express similar
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and]
theme connects to your own winter experience]

Differentiation Ideas

Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions.
Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem|
similar theme.

Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their o
songs.

bether

Hle school and either don't require skipping—or I've noted
pchers should always preview the commercials to ensure

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather" structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
* Eachslide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
« Students read both synopses.
« They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3.Optional Add-On
« If you have physical copies of the books, display thegs

PRINT AND

il

« Encourage students to check them out or pre;
the activity.

« Use this as a springboard into book talks, ig
reading, or literature circles.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide sentence starters like “I wou
because...”
« Chadllenge: Ask students to connect their chd
book or genre.
« Engagement: Let students vote on the most 0
results on a class chart.




SIX WINTER ELA ACTIVITIES  [urer conmercrns

Watch the winter commercials and identify the mood
and identify the mood and tone that is created at the

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Songs Theme Analysis

Nov;:mk WORD Segoéeéu Réleric TE M i

i O [ nome: Date; A |l THEME STATEMENTS THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE
" . M n
; P \é WINTER COMMERCiALS RHETORICAL APPEALS PAUSY + Human beings are + Acceptance  + Justice
Watch the winfer commercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each. Some / always searching for « Adoption «  Kindness
may not have all three appedals, but think critically about how all three might be included. - acceptance. . Ambition . Knowledge
s M Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like” or “as.”|| COMMERCIALONE  Product: as +_Bravery comes in many «__Apath « lonelines:
é ‘ Example: He walked into school cool as ice. Ethos: he
_ [Name:. Date:
x Definition: Compo_ring_ two things that are not alike to sugd
g Uz | fhey have something in common. [— — ANALYZINY THe Tleme OF WiNTeR SONIS
nd it isten to the famous wmer songs and/or reqd the lyrics and qeiermine the theme and main
Name: . Teacher GUIde que: Winter e lea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyric) that proves your 1heme R “
DETERMINING THe TYPe OF FIgURATIVE LANIUAZe Commercial Mood and Tone NG ONE BRI
Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explair peal Main Idea:
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language. 'The Show Must Go On ' Amazon Christmas Commercial 2020 by
Name: Date:

Teacher Guide P«

Winter Commercial Rhetorical

M

MOOD: The atmosphere of a piece of writing; it's the
emotions a selection arouses in a reader.

DOD AND TONE

The author’s atfitude toward a subject

WiNTeR Novel WoULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the title of the book you
would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.

1. 'The Show Must Go On ' Amazon Christmas Commer(
2 Phonoteque https://youtu.be/RIFReMYbRawesi= C

Would you rather read book one:.

Z oo o Explanation:
) _ . TONE WORDS MooD WORDS
2. Joy Ride | Amazon Holiday Ad by Amazon
i hitps://youtu.be/kiFNaCZ0XGY?si=dshYsAE2PPY9RA4d Admiing | Encouraging | Manipulative | Aggravated Gloomy Nauseated
Afraid Enthusiastic Melancholy Amused Grateful Nervous
3 3. 1993 Campbells Soup "Melting Snowman" TV Commé = =
hMps://voutu.be/IZICzd BHOyY ?si=ijl 25HW28Aci28q§ Aggressive Euphoric Miserable Annoyed Grumpy Ominous
N Arogant Excited Modest Anxious Heartbroken Optimistic Would you rather read book two:
4. Melt for You by PepsiCO Appreciative Fearful Morbid Apathetic Hopeful Painful o
1 hitps://youtu.be/zKogeg3rEYM?si=lc XkOxajv iaSvN Assured Fervent Naive ‘Apprehensive Hyper
i . . Awestruck Friend| Negative Awed Hostile
[ | 5 Coca Cola Classic 'Polar Bears' TV commercial 1993 - rency o - -
Rough https://youtu.be/47DIkfg9Jhk?si=RyGimCBQ itter Fippant Nervous Brooding LG
N Boring Frivolous Objective Cam Infuriated
6. Winter Fun: WeatherTech Commerical by WeatherTe Brash Giddy Paranoid Cheerful Insidious
1 https://youtu.be/0MY0c2jop?0?si=qnQO-0Gt3W55kf Calm Grateful Passive Chipper Intimidated . e
N . B . Casual Gracious Patronizing Confident Irate
4 | 7. Geico Commercial: Living in a Snow Globe by 02215 pe— re— Py Comosed e Q:Qﬁﬁﬁ;gg:;g;’,“e Norih Korea. December, 1950.
https://youtu.be/TByxVLFOIWM?si=mC-orHu4zqTIW9n| g night, and tina'site | BROTHFER'S KEEFEK Twelve-year-old Sora and her
Cold Happy Persuasive Content Jealous changes in an instant. A family live under an iron set of
- - With her young I 3 rules: No fravel without a permit.
8. Audi Norway Says "No Way" To Will Ferrell by Thomad Complacent Harsh Poignant Cynical Joyous brother and mother, | - o ciickm of the government. No
T s 2si=! i5qj — - - she is hauled away by .
https://youtu.be/hnPe9f4TRbE?si=VCoHGi5gjvi22fx2 Confiding Haughty Quiet Depressed Lethargic ire Sover secer mestings Wear rec. Hong pictres
9. Dodde AWD... IFs JUsHS - I - Confused Hesitant Romantic Disappointed Liberated ‘\Fr)noL‘;;:heugZE Z:;h"me | ‘:‘::;"3‘09::;’eﬁb‘:“:g’iz'e:hke‘g’“'
: now!!! snow m i
ocge s Jus N snowpoca y-pse . o Consoling Humble Sarcastic Distressed Light-Hearte fthrown into a cattle .
Melton Sales htips://youtu.be/WG-6-XNzgUg?si=NWJj1vGV] car en route fo Siberia. But war is coming, war between
Critical Hollow Sentimental Dreamy Lonely Separated from her North and South Korea, between
- — - - — father, Lina secretly the Soviets crvhd the Aﬂ(vieﬂcuns'h
Cynical Horrific Serious Ecstatic Loving passes along clues in X ‘A ;V:F;Ecg\ﬁ:secma;sc:é ;‘aergmne‘s
Deliberate Humorous Shocking Energetic Melancholid S the form of drawings, /7 simple: Sora and her family wil
RUTA SEPETYS. @ hoping they will reach walk hundreds of miles fo the
Depressed Innocent Somber Envious Mellow his prison camp. But # South Korean city of Busan from
5 ; e " o pyean will herletiers, or her courage, be enough foreunite | [ f’r”oj‘{b""”g g;é"e’;’g"zé‘v‘igzm
Ssperate nqusiive Superior fizd ercless her family? Will they be enough to keep her alive? enemy soldiers. But fhey can't. And when an incendiary bombing
i i i he thing, St d her little brother Y ll 1
Disgusted fronic L) frustrated Moodly Amoving and haunfing novel about loss, fear, and | get 16 susan on e own. Gana oo e o
Dramatic Joking Urgent Futile Morose ulfimately, survival, Between Shades of Gray is afour | twelve-year-old girl and her
de force of historical and yteling - Id brofher survive fhree
Ecstatic Loving Vibrant Giddy Nostalgic hundred miles of warzone in winter?




OULD YOU RATHER READ... ACTIVITY

Name: Date:

WiNTeR NoveL WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you
woul

Woul Name: Date:

Belel | WiNTER Novel WOULD You RATUER ReAD...

(VRO .- oo o ic ecining ol

WINTCR TR

— Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you gland
ould rather read . Then write an explanation asto ou'd prefer that book, E
W' MER @ @R@ ;
her to
= . SO
Teacher Guide Page g '
W Ive known it si ) mily

Winter Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview
This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-

ws
Bl Louisa feels trapped. elo
Bl There's a global Kiden
—_ o b noush

making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two

books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
f
Why This Activity? Qriiérii(’fifﬁé’éﬁg‘)

This “Would You Rather” structure builds buzz around independent reading by New York City
skyscraper, he's left
two choices: wither '

presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think ’
away in juvenile
O

critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme, ) After spending time in a
detention or go live juvenile facility, he's

or style. O L ooo o inie

Things heat up at Hills
Village Middle School
when Rafe gets an
invitation from Dr. Daria
Deerwin to join a research
study on polar bears. How

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
+ Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
+ Each slide presents two fall-themed novels with coverimages
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
+ Students read both synopses.
+ They choose which book they would rather read.
+ They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3. Ophonal Add-On
If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the

A war is brewing in Lyr}
world between those
who would keep peo
in ignorance and tho: . P
wiling to fight for

freedom. Lyra is thrust
into the middle of the
conflict when her unc]
Astiel comes to Oxfor

Lost and clone in a
forbidden forest, Otto
meets three mysterious
sisters and suddenly finds

When a deadly plague
reaches the small fish camp
where he lives, an orphan

named Leif is forced fo take

classroom. fomenting rebellion, df himself entwined in a to th T d

. i when her best friend, puzzling quest involving a o the water in a cedar
Encourgge students to check them out or preview them after Rogiet udderly oA Sanoe: He 168s AoHhWaid;
the activity. disappears. @ harmonica. following a wild, fiord-riven

Decades later, Fiedfich in
Germany, Mike in
Pennsylvania, and vy in
California each, in fum,
become interwoven
when the very same

i shore, navigating from one
danger to the next, unsure of ||
his destination. Yet the
deeper into his journey he
paddles, the closer he

+ Use this as a springboard into book talks, independent
reading, or literature circles.

Lyra learns that Roger]
was kidnapped by a

e shadowy organizatior|
s AR MATERIALS + BOOK |

1P PULLMAN that is rumored to

Differentiation Ideas
Support: Provide sentence starters like “I would ratherread ___
because...”
+ Challenge: Ask students fo connect their choice fo a past favorite
book or genre.
+ Engagement: Let students vote on the most popular picks and track
results on a class chart.

experiment on childre
To find him, she wil travel to the cold, far North, wher
armored bears and witch clans rule—and where Asri
is attempting to build a bridge to a parallel world.

What Lyra doesn't know is that to help one of them
be to betray the other—and that her actions will havf
consequences not just in her world, but in all the worll
beyond.

OMARTI

harmonica lands in their
lives. Al the children face
daunting challenges:
rescuing a father,
profecting a brother,
holding a family together. And ulfimately, pulled by the
invisible thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories
converge in an orchestral crescendo.

Richly imagined and masterfully crafted, Echo pushes the

boundaries of genre, form, and storyteling innovation o
create awholly original novel that will resound in your
heart long after the last note has been sfruck.

comes to his truest self as he
connects to “the heartbeat

of the ocean . . . the pulse of
the sea.” With hints of Nordic
mythology and an irresistible
narrative pull, Northwind is Gary Paulsen at his captivating,
adventuresome best.

GARY Pé!JLwSEN




WINTER SONY TUEMES AND FiIYURATIVE LANIUAYE ACTIVITIES

Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.

Name:

DeTeRMINING The TYPe OF FIGURATIVE LANS

FICURATIVE LANCUACE £

. Idiom. Example: We were on thin ice after we forgof|
Meaning: We were close to getting into frouble.
. Metaphor. Example: Her glare was a blizzard, freezin

His breath was like a tiny cloud puffing in the air.

Name:.

DeTeRMiNING The TYPe OF FiIGURATIVE LANIUAZE - {a?a\ /

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain

s

Date:

XA

icular type of figurative language.

after we forgot our homework again.

The wind screamed outside my window.

Determine which type of figurative language is used and the;
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative lang

Definition: Compares two unlike things using

Example: He walked into school cool as ice]

Definition: Comparing two things that are ng
they have something in common.

Example: She was a walking snowstorm of g

Definition: an exaggeration that can't possi

Example: | could sleep for a century after sl
driveway.

Definition: The repetition of beginning consg
or more neighboring words or syllables.

Example: The whirling winter winds whipped
street.

Definition: The formation of a word from a sq
with what is named. "Boom” or “buzz.”

Example: The fire pop! pop! popped! as it b

Definition: Giving something nonhuman, ac
qualities.

Example: The storm punched the windows |i

Definition: An expression of two or more wor
something other than the actual or literal m|

Example: We were left out in the cold when
picked first.

Definition: An allusion is a figure of speech 1l
reference to a place, person, or event.

Example: That test was my kryptonite — ang
me.

Date:

SONG FOUR:
Main Idea:
Name:.
Theme: " o
ANALYZING Tle Tuemne OF WiNTeR SONIS
- Listen fo the fclmous W\ljversongg and/or re‘cd the lyrics and determine the theme and main

idence (a song lyric) that proves your theme.

SONG FOUR: BRR ﬂ

Main Idea: .

Theme: Name: Date:

Text ANALYZING THe Teme OF WiNTeR SONIS
Listen fo the famous winter songs and/or read the lyrics and determine the theme and main
idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyrc) fhat proves your heme.

THEME STATEMENTS

THEME TOPICS

B

IN LITERATURE

* Human beings are * Acceptanc
always searching for « Adoption
accepfance. * ammtion | THENE STATENENTS THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE
+ Acceptance +  Justice
: = = a + Adoption +  Kindness
lomparing two things that are not alike to suggest 2
v it a9 Teacher Guide Page . Ambition . Knowledge

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Figurative Language

Overview

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative
language in a Winter-themed context. Students will use a reference chart and
apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes, metaphors,
hyperboles, personification, irony, and more.

Why This Activity?

Middle schoolers often recognize figurative language when they hear it in
conversation, songs, or commercials, but they struggle to label and explain it. This
activity gives them seasonal, high-interest examples and plenty of practice
connecting definitions with real usage.

Instructions
. Introduce Figurative Language
Use the reference chart (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, dlliteration,
onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, allusion, irony). Read through
definitions and examples together.
. Independent Practice
Students complete the worksheet by:
« Identifying the type of figurative language in each sentence.
« Explaining the meaning of the phrase or why it represents that type.
. Review & Discuss
Go over the answer key as a class. Encourage students to explain their
thinking and notice that some phrases could spark debate (e.g., idiom vs.
metaphor).
. Extension Options
* Have students create their own winter-themed figurative language
examples for each type.
Use them to create a “class book™ or display.
Tie it into writing: challenge students to add at least three figurative
language devices to a winter-themed narrative.

Ideas

Definition: the expression of one's meaning i
that normally signifies the opposite.

Example: The warning sign for slipping was f|
anyone slipped on.

Support: Provide sentence stems like “Thisis a ___ because it..."
Challenge: Ask students to explain how figurative language affects
imagery, tone, or meaning in writing.

Engagement: Let students act out or illustrate examples for their peers.

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNGRY TEACHER

Winter Songs Then

DISCLAIMER: | JUST PLAY THE SONGS. | DO
PREVIEW ALL VIDEOS AND SONGS BEFORE

I've compiled a list and links to videos of songs with qf
selection of songs from various musical genres, allowin|
the sake of time and my sanity, | only play the first secti
chorus once). If the links don't work, they are readily]

. Zac Brown Band - Colder Weather (Lyrics) by To Bid
https://youtu.be/Apy GIWDVIjl?si=MOF pX|

4

Early Winter by Gwen Stefani w/ lyrics by TheSweete|

https://youtu.b YM?si=G00Deel1sdWj2f

w

. My December (Lyrics) - Linkin Park by Your Fav Lyrid]
hitps://youtu.be/VvdCscakMAA?si=If3PD6h4RZNtqr9

>

Taylor Swift - evermore (Official Lyric Video) ft. Bon |

https://youtu.be/EXLgZZE072g?si=! JCaDXHpGY

L

The Rolling Stones - Winter - Lyrics by Pallas800
hitps://youtu.be/cpUul07 iMc?si=Xy97 DAWRKHX

|

Sara Bareilles, Ingrid Michaelson - Winter Song (Offid
https://youtu.be/UkOKCWDJ4iA?si=hUhFhTn5tmFkiYd

ol

Fleetwood Mac - Landslide [Lyrics] by Shayan Shokr
https://youtu.be/ONzuVds6hPE?si=-GvugzVaxYeEjé:

Teacher Guide Page
Winter Songs Theme Analysis

Overview

This activity uses music with winter vibes to help students practice theme analysis.
Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across genres, then
analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

Disclaimer
I just play the songs, | don't show the videos. Always preview all songs before
playing to check for appropriateness in your classroom.

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolers. Many
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect easily to
literary analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal and
creative way.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall theme of
each song.
+ Remind them to listen for imagery, figurative language, tone, and
message.
2.Play Song Clips
+ For time management, play only the first section up fo the chorus.
« Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes.
+ Use teacher notes provided for any special start times or cautions.
3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to identify:
+  Whatis the central theme or message of this song?
* How does it connect to winter, change, memory, or nostalgia?
+ What figurative language devices stand out?
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Compare how different genres express similar winter themes.
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain how its
theme connects to your own winter experiences.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide lyric excerpfs or guiding questions.
« Cl : Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short story with a

similar theme.
- Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own “winter vibe”
songs.




HETORIC AND MOOD AND TON€ ADVERTISEMENT ACTIVITIES

Beginning Mood and Tone:

COMMERICAL FOUR
Product:

Name: Date:

WiNTER COMMERCIALS MOOD AND TONE

COMMERICAL FOUR
Product:

Siescas sl identify the mood and fone created in the beginning
ptis created af the end of the commercials.

Beginning Mood and Tone:

End Mood and

Tone:

HOOD AND

The author’s attitude toward a sub]ecf

Phonoteque https://youtu.be/RJFReMYéRg

Joy Ride | Amazon Holiday Ad by Amazon
tu.b

1993 Campbells Soup "Melting Snowman"T
https://youtu.be/I21CzdBHOYY ?si=jl 25HW28|

Melt 1or You by PepsiCO

Coca Cola Classic 'Polar Bears' TV commer:
Rough https://youtu.be/47DIkfg9Jhk?si=Ryg

Winter Fun: WeatherTech Commerical by W
https://youtu.be/0MY0c2jop90?si=qnQ0-0d

Geico Commercial: Living in a Snow Globe
hitps://youtu.be/TByxVLFOIWM?si=mC-orHu.

Audi Norway Says "No Way" To Will Ferrell b
hitps://youtu.be/hnPe9f4TRbE?si=VCoHGi5g

Dodge AWD...

. It's Just Snow!!! snowpoculy
Melton Sales https: -XNz
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Name: Date:.

WINTER COMMERCIALS RUETORICAL APPEALS

Watch the winter commercials and identfify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each. Some
may not have all three appedis, but think critically about how all three might be included.

Name: Date:

WiNTeR COMMERCiIALS MOOD AND TONE

Warch Ohe winter commerc\o\s and |dennfy the mood and tone created in the beginning
created at the end of the commercials.

de toward a subject
pre of a piece of writing; it's the

Teacher Guide Page: Winter
Commercial Mood and Tone

Overview

This activity uses winter commercials to teach students how authors and creators
establish mood and tone. Students will watch a curated selection of commercials and
analyze how elements like lighting, music, color, pacing, and dialogue work together
to create a specific feeling and attitude toward the subject.

Why These Commercials?

There are tons of winter commercials out there, but | selected these because they're
appropriate for middle school and require little to no editing. Teachers should always
preview the commercials to ensure they fit their classroom and students.

Instrucllons
. Infroduce Mood and Tone: Review the difference between mood (the feeling or
atmosphere created for the audience) and tone (the author's or creator's
attitude toward the subject). Provide a few familiar examples from stories, songs,
or films.
. Watch Commercials: Give students the Links Page (below) or show the videos as a
class.
+ Option 1: Watch together and pause to discuss key moments.
» Option 2: Assign in small groups or stations for independent analysis.
. Analyze Mood and Tone: After each commercial, have students identify and
dISCUSS
What is the mood of the commercial2 How do you know?2
What is the tone the company or namrator uses?
Which elements (music, lighting, sound effects, word choice, pacing, colors)
help create that effect?
How do the choices connect to winter themes or emotions?

Wrap-Up Discussion / Writing
« Students reflect: Which commercials created the strongest mood2 Which
used tone most effectively to influence the audience’s reaction2
« You might also ask: How does mood or tone affect how we respond to
advertisements during winter2

Differentiation Ideas
» Advanced learners: Compare two commercials that create contrasting
moods (e.g., spooky vs. funny) and explain which is more effective and why.
« Support: Provide a sentence frame or mood/tone chart (e.g., “This
commercial feels because the creator used ___."
+ Cross-curricular: Connect fo art or media studies by by dlscussmg color
psychology or sound design in advertising.

Name:.

WINTER COPMIeRCIALS RHETORICAL APPeALS S
Watch the winter commerciais and idlentify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each. Some. Sy &
may not have all three appeals, but think crifically about how ll three might be included. T

COMMERCIAL ONE

Ethos:

Product:.

Date:

Pathos:

Logos:

rReleric TERMS

COMMERCIAL TWO

Ethos:

Product:

Pathos:

Logos:

RueToRICAL
ANALYSIS

Definition: A reason or set of reasons given
with the aim of persuading others that an
action oridea is right or wrong

Example: Alyssa wrote a paper, and her
argument was that Martin Luther King was
better at encouraging change during the
Civil Rights Movement, than Malcolm X.

Teacher Guide Page

os is an appeal to ethics, and it
lconvincing someone of the
tredibility of the persuader

Winter Commercid
‘The Show Must Go On ' Amazon Ch
Phonoteque https://youtu.be/RIFRe

Joy Ride | Amazon Holiday Ad by A
https://youtu.be/kiFNaCZ0XGY?si=d

1993 Campbells Soup "Melting Snow
https://youtu.be/121CzdBHOYY ?si=jl

Melt for You by PepsiCO
hitps://youtu.be/zKogeg3rEYM?si=I;

Coca Cola Classic 'Polar Bears' TV d

Rough hitps://youtu.be/47Dlkfg?Jhid

Winter Fun: WeatherTech Commeric
https://youtu.be/OMY0c2jop90?si=q|

Geico Commercial: Living in a Snow
https://youtu.be/TByxVLFOIWM?si=m|

Audi Norway Says "No Way" To Will
hitps://youtu.be/hnPe9f4TRbE?si=V(

Dodge AWD.... It's Just Snow!!! snowj|
Melton Sales https://youtu.be/WG-6-XN|

Teacher Guide Page: Winter
Commercial Rhetorical Appeals

This activity uses winter commercials to teach students about rhetorical appeals
(ethos, pathos, logos). Students will watch a curated selection of commercials and
analyze how companies use emotional connection, credibility, and logic to
persuade their audience.

There are fons of winter commercials out there, but | selected these because they
are appropriate for middle school and either don't require skipping—or I've noted
‘which parts to avoid. Teachers should always preview the commercials to ensure

they work in their classroom setting.

1. Introduce Rhetorical Appeals
Review ethos (credibility), pathos (emotions), and logos (logic) with
examples.
Watch Commercials
Provide students with the Links Page (below) so they can access the
videos.
« Option 1: Watch together as a class and pause to discuss.
+ Option 2: Assign in small groups or stations for independent analysis.
Analyze Appeals
After each commercial, have students identify:
Which appeal(s) are used?
+  What specific techniques make it effective (music, narration,
imagery, characters, etc.)2
How does the commercial connect to Thanksgiving traditions or
emotions?

[

w

Students reflect: Which rhetorical appeal seems most common in winter
commercials? Why might advertisers lean on that strategy during the holiday
season?

learners: Compare the effectiveness of appeals across commercials.

. Suppert Provide sentence starters or a graphic organizer (e.g., “This commercial
appeals o ___because...").
+ Cross-curricular: Tie info med\'c: literacy or even economics (holiday spending).
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