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This activity uses Christmas commercials to feach students

RUETORICAL
ANALYSIS

Definition: A reason or set of reasons given
with the aim of persuading others that an
action oridea is right or wrong

fidle schoo|
ercials to g

Simite

Defil

ition: Compares two unlike things using “like" or “as."

Example: The Christmas lights twinkled like stars scattered
across the night sky.

ne: Revie:

Example: Alyssa wrote a paper, and her
argument was that Martin Luther King was
better at encouraging change during the
Civil Rights Movement, than Malcolm X.

It's @ snowy winter in
London where we meet
Ebenezer Scrooge, an old
man who has become:
bitter with life, he is known
for being cold and selfish.
Scrooge profits off his
impoverished community,
financially benefitting off
their labour whilst paying
measly wages o his
employees.

he lead up towards

ess portner Jacob
‘who informs
be to expect 3 ghosts
and Future, show
it's too late, and we | old.
. the emptiness of his
its him.

atest redemption
of unforgettable
. a cautionary tale
ten by Charles Dickens.
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Definition: Comparing two things that are not alike to suggest

they have something in common. h

Teacher Guide Page: Christmas
Commercial Rhetorical Appeals
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The author's aftitude toward a subject

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Figurative Language

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative
language in a Christmas-themed context. Students will use a reference chart and
apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes, metaphors,

personification, irony, and more.

Example: The cafeteria was Santa’s workshop, buzzing with
holiday energy.

ive studen

In 1843, Charles Dickens
penned a story—a classic

E Chiistmos tale full of ghosts

and the endearing humbug
Ebenezer Scrooge. That
story—which has captivated
readers for over 150 years—is
now accompanied by the
delightful lustrations of Joe
Sutphin. With charming
woodland characters and
settings that families will
adore, readers will be.
transformed by Litfle
Christmas Carol. A tale of
greed, regret, loneliness,
reflection, compassion,

hope, and a oylully changed Ife, s beaufily lustrated
edifion wil enliven the fimeless classic for readers young and

For the perfect family read-aloud, make Little Christmas Carol a
part of your family's Christmas fradiition.
This new edifion makes a wonderful gift.

Anillimed storm on
Christmas Eve buries the
residents of Gracetown
under multiple feet of snow
and causes quite a bit of
chaos. One brave soul
ventures out into the storm
from her stranded frain,
seffing off a chain of events
that will change quite a few
lives. Over the next three
days one girl takes a risky
shortcut with an adorable
stranger, fhree friends set
out fo win arace fo the
Waffle House (and the hash
brown spoils). and the fate
of a feacup pig falsinto the
hands of a lovesick barista.

I you love holiday stories,
holiday movies, made-for-
TV-holiday specials,
holiday episodes of your
favorite sitcoms and,
especiall
holiday anthologies, you're
going to fallin love with My
True Love Gave fo Me:
Twelve Holiday Stories by
twelve bestselling young
adult wiiters (Holly Black,
Ally Carter, Matt de La
Pefia, Gayle Forman,

Jenny Han, David Levithan,
Kelly Link, Myra McEntire,
Rainbow Rowell, Stephanie
Perkins, Laini Tayler and
Kiersten Whie), edited by
the intemational bestseling

WY TRUE Loy
" GAVE TOME

Atiio of todiay's bestseling authors—John Gres
Maureen Johnson, and Lauren Mymc\e—bnngs Gl the

Stephanie Perkins.

Whether you celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah, Winter
Solstice or Kwanzaa, there's something here for everyone.
S0 curl up by the fireplace and get cozy. You have twelve
reasons this season to stay indoors and fall in love.

hilarious and charming
interconnected tales of love,
romance, and kisses that will
steal your breath away.
©OMARTINA CAUILL- THe WUNSRY TeACKeR

magic of the holidays to life in three

right before he arrived.

Middle schoolers often recognize figurative language when they hear it in
anversation, songs, or commercials, but they struggle to label and explain it. This
y gives them seasonal, high-interest examples and plenty of practice

beting definitions with real usage.

ORDS

fmy Nauseated

Nervous

py Ominous

Optimistic

pful Painful

per Passionate

file: Peaceful

Pessimistic

Playful

Relaxed

CURISTMAS STO
wdwlo ydu, raliner rea

Rick Scroogeman
hates Christmas. He
can't stand the carols
and the pageants. He
can't stand the lights
and the mistletoe. But
what he hates the
most is having to
watch the old movie A
Christmas Carol every
year at school. Since
his name is
Scroogeman, gl of his
classmates start
caling him Scrooge.
And he hates being
called Scrooge.

But everything starts to change when three ghosts visit
him. At first, he thinks it's a dream. But then he realizes

that it might be a nightmare. A nightmare that could

become real.

Imagine you're a tween
visiting a small town that loves
nothing more than its prize fi—
a perfect Christmas free
desfined for the White House.
Now picture yourself
accidentally destroying that
free, making you public
enemy number one. Lastly.
imagine that fo repay your
debt, you have fo remain in
said town foy

tumn, saves the town.
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Al MIDDLE SCHOOL ELA

CI-IR|STNHS ELA ACTiViTieS BUNDLE

This engaging seasonal unit gives students multiple ways to practice key ELA skills while keeping
them hooked with Christmas season-themed texts, songs, and activities. With teacher guides,
scaffolded practice, and ready-to-go student pages, you'll have everything you need to bring
a little Christmas season energy into your classroom—without sacrificing depth or rigor.

9/ ChiSIMaSIWBIAISEareR (color + black-and-white with answer key)

SZ‘ Figurative Language Activity with Teacher guide, reference chart,
student practice pages, and answer key.

M with Teacher guide,
curated video links, reference pages (ethos, pathos, logos), and
stfudent analysis worksheets

M Christmas Songs Theme/Main Idea with Teacher guide, curated
playlist, and student lyric/theme analysis sheets

Christmas Novel “Would You Rather Read...” Activity with Teacher

guide + slides and student response
O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER




Chrigtiag. seasonThemed ELA aclivilies. bundle

This bundle of Christmas-themed activities helps middle schoolers practice figurative language,
rhetoric, theme, and independent reading skills, while keeping them engaged with seasonal texts,
commercials, songs, and novels. With teacher guides, reference charts, and scaffolded practice,
you'll have everything you need to make Christmas time both academic and fun.

%+
Figurative Language Foundations: |dentify, explain, and create similes, metaphors, idioms,
personification, irony, and more in Christmas-themed sentences.
Rhetorical Appeals in Media: Analyze how ethos, pathos, and logos are used in Christmas
commercials to persuade audiences.
Theme Through Music: Listen to Christmas season songs across genres and analyze lyrics for theme,
imagery, and tone.
Independent Reading Choices: Explore novels through “Would You Rather” activities that get
students thinking critically about genre, plot, and style.

Instead of random holiday worksheets, these activities combine seasonal engagement with real ELA

skill-building. Students move from surface-level responses to deeper analysis using high-interest media
and texts they can relate to. With built-in teacher guides, reference pages, and answer keys, you can
run these activities with confidence and keep the rigor high—even during busy Christmas-time weeks.

. Perfect for:
Teachers who want seasonal activities that still hit standards
Students who need engaging, high-interest practice to stay motivated during Christmas season
Any middle school ELA class looking to weave seasonal fun into figurative language, media
analysis, and theme work

O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER



feachers. ke you have, saif), .

This resource cost me money! After reading this,
the students couldn't wait to read some of these
novels. | had a bunch in my library, but | ordered
the rest quickly. When they came, my students
couldn't wait to get their hands on the new
books! That made my teacher heart happy!”

— Kingdom A.

I love all of Martina's things! | bought
this because my students loved the
similar packet she made with
Valentines English activities - |
especially love the pick a book
activity :) —Literary Jane

| used this mainly for the mood and
tone tasks and it did not
disappoint. My students were so
engaged and interested in these
activities. Everything you do is
GOLD.” -Jennifer S.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
already covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

My students
loved the "would
you rather" horror
book activity!
Many of them
found new books
to fry out and
had fun
discussing with
one another why
they would pick
one over the
other! -Niewo
Knows Best




IDDLE SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS-THeMeD ELA ACTIViTieS
Di9iTAL CooILe SLiDeS LiNKS:

WOULD You RATUeR ReAD NoveL SLiDes:

Di9iTAL STUDeNT ACTiViTY PAgeS (coodLe SLiDes):

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE CONTENT

Christmas Word Search (COLOR)

Christmas Word Search (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Word Search ANSWER KEY

Figurative Language TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND LINKS

Figurative Language Reference Pages

Christmas Figurative Language (COLOR)

Christmas Figurative Language (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Figurative Language ANSWER KEY

Christmas TV Commercials Rhetoric TEACHER GUIDE PAGE AND
LINKS

Rhetoric reference pages

Christmas TV Commercials Rhetoric (COLOR)

Christmas TV Commercials Rhetoric (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas TV Commercials Mood and Tone TEACHER GUIDE
PAGE AND LINKS

Mood and Tone reference pages

Christmas TV Commercials Mood and Tone (COLOR)

Christmas TV Commercials Mood and Tone (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Songs Theme/Main Idea Activity TEACHER GUIDE PAGE
AND LINKS

Theme reference pages

Christmas songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (COLOR)

Christmas songs Theme/Main Idea Activity (BLACK AND WHITE)

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... TEACHER GUIDE
PAGE

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... (COLOR)

Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... (BLACK AND WHITE)

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER

TEACHER GUIDES FOR EACH ACTIVITY

Includes teacher guides, activity materials, full-
size reference materials, and stfudent worksheets.

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Figurative Langug

Teacher Guide Page: Christmas
Commercial Rhetorical Appeals

This activity helps students rq

language in a Christmas-thq
apply their knowledge to sg
hyperboles, personification,

Middle schoolers often recd

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Songs Theme Ana

Overview

This activity uses music with Christmas vibes to help students practice theg
analysis. Students will listen o short clips from a curated list of songs acrol
then analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

Disclaimer

| just play the songs, | don’t show the videos.

Always preview all songs before playing to check for appropriateness in
classroom.

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolerg
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect eaq
analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal ai
way.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
«  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall
each song.
* Remind them fo listen for imagery, figurative language,
message.
2.Play Song Clips
«  For time management, play only the first section up to 1
« Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes.
« Use teacher notes provided for any special start times o
3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to iden|
«  Whatis the central theme or message of this song?

«  What figurative language devices stand out?
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
« Compare how different genres express similar Chirstmas|
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain
theme connects to your own Christmas experiences.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions.
« Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short
similar theme.
« Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own Christ

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER

Teacher Guide Page: Christmas
Commercial Mood and Tone

foch students about rhetorical appeals
urated selection of commercials and
lection, credibility, and logic to

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read...

Overview

This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision-
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?

This “Would You Rather" structure builds buzz around independent reading by
presenting students with real choices. It also encourages them to think
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme,
or style.

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity
« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
* Eachslide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice
« Students read both synopses.
+ They choose which book they would rather read.
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them.
3.0Optional Add-On
« If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the
classroom.
« Encourage students to check them out or pre.g
the activity.
« Use this as a springboard into book tq
reading, or literature circles.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide sentence starters like
because...”
+ Challenge: Ask students to connect 1|
book or genre.
« Engagement: Let students vote on th
results on a class chart.

_________ ONARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNGE.
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SIX CHRISTMAS ELA ACTIVITIES

Name: Date:

CHRISTMAS WORD SeARCH

Find the Christmas words in the word search below.

Teacher Guide Page

Christmas Commercial Rhetorical Appeals|

1. Aldi Kevin The Carrot Christmas Advert 2016 - by UK Ads Channel
hitps://youtu.be/liRkiné Gsf8?si=IMBeLhztH7Gqf6Z3

BAC

MOGOD AND TONE

ude toward a subiect

Mool Name: Date:

CHRISTMAS COMMERCIALS MOOD AND TONE 7

Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the mood and tone created in the
beginning and identify the mood and tone that is created at the end of the commercials.

Teacher Guide Page

P R

v+ o| | CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH WTE@"S

W LANCUAC

5 ’ Rl-leTORlCHL D'efiniﬁon:.A reason or sg’r of reasons given

with the aim of persuading others that an

Definition: Compares two unlike things using “like" of

Example: The Christmas lights twinkled like stars sca
across the night sky.

Name:. Date:

DeTeRMININ9 Tlie TYPe OF FigURATIVE LANIVAIS

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then expl|
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative languagd

1. He was on Santa’s naughty list after he pranked his it
Christmas dinner.

Name: Date: P ’
CHRISTMAS COMMERCiALS RUETORICAL APPEALS .

Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each.
Some may not have all three appedals, but think critically about how all three might be included. - 5

commerf

Ethos: ___|

Teacher Guide Page

Pathos: | Christmas Commercial Mood and Tone
Logos: __| . Aldi Kevin The Carrot Christmas Advert 2016 — by UK Ads Channel
https://youtu.be/liRkiné Gsf8?si=IMBeLhztH7GqféZ3

COMMER{ . Apple [Fuzzy Feelings] by Dose of Good Ads
Ethos: __| https://youtu.be/Abti iE3zEI?si=cqéKBo27puP5h80

. . Boots Christmas Advert 2018 #GiftsThatGeiThem by
Pathos: _] TVadverts] https://youtu.be/LvuOFhgO29U2si=-yq1jJo-DjO74a95

2. Her smile was the star on top of the Chri: tree, lig
whole room.

3. We spent hours hanging outdoor lights to impress the|
then they went out right before the lights competition started.

Logos: __| . Best Christmas Commercial Ever by Micah LaCerte
hitps://youtu.be/Z R4q70 rig?si=5Rc73a0nl fUrell

COMMER{ . Home Alone: Macaulay Culkin Google Assistant Parody by IGN
Ethos: _| hitps://youtu.be/-IfHXKbsMLE?si=x5Sv3kAe5p-mRODi

Hershey's Kisses Christmas Commercial by Christmasads

Pathos: _| https://youtu.be/4H1SLF4virk?si=KhUCGZcoGPORDS1G

Logos: __| . IKEA - Silence The Critics - TV Advert 90 #WonderfulEveryday by
IKEA UK https://youtu.be/wOEKS2YfLc0?si=1hTosPlyMCd49tNH

Christmas Songs Theme Analysis

'vecel  THEME STATEMENTS JTHEFE TOPICS. I LITERATVRE,

the sak

chof’ . Human beings are « Acceptance  + Justice

SS
Name: Date: dge

ANALYZINY The Theme OF CHRISTMAS SONIS

Listen o the fa
main idea of th

Name: Date:

CURISTMAS Novel WOULD You RATHER ReAD...

Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you
would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book.

SONG ONE:

Main Idea:

Would you rather read book one:

Text Evidenc:

SONG TWO:

—— Would you rather read book two:.

Text Evidenc

Would you rather read book three:

SONG THREE:

Dad told us to break a leg before the Christmas pagd

He was as busy as Santa on Christmas Eve finishing hi

COMMER{ . M&Ms Christmas Commercial: THEY DO EXISTlby Christmasads
Ethos: | hitps://youtu.be/iEBCIWXSPRs?si=DAviM467y MdVB1U

Yellow Pages Christmas TV advert - Mistletoe (1992) by Yell

Pathos: _} https://youtu.be/ywijfSVrCqnk?si=LzviMbtkCrGyAaNh

Logos: _|

©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNGRY TEACHER

Main Idea:

Would you rather read book four:
Text Evidenc i

O©OMARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER




WOULD YOU RATHER READ... ACTIVITY

Would you rather read book five:

Would you rather r Name: Date:

- - Bl 17 you love holiday stories,
Explanation: i = 5 holick ies, made-for-
P CURISTMAS Novel WouLD You RATHeER ReAD... . . Tenoiday specids,

. X X N 7 ¢ . - holiday episodes of your
Read the synopsis for each novel pair and then write the fitle of the book you : —
would rather read. Then write an explanation as to why you'd prefer that book. Imagine you're a tween
visiting @ small town that loves
Would you rather read book one: + nothing more than it prize fir—

Explanation:

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Novel Would You Rather Read... On Chistmos Eve five

years ago, seventeen-

Overview _ Liia Santos is ready for her lost
This activity helps students explore new novels while practicing decision- . 0 winter break of high school.

. o . . The snow in her small fown of
making and written explanation skills. Students read short synopses of two
books, decide which one they would rather read, and explain their
reasoning.

Why This Activity?
This “Would You Rather” structure builds buzz around independent reading by The average person makes

‘ , ! N s g
pr'gsenhng students with real choices. It also encourages them to think frimc kgl b od
critically about what draws them to a book—whether it's genre, plot, theme, many for Paige Collins, who
or style i e wrarg chace. The
simple act of picking an art - An Ordinary Boy. An
e\eciwe is enough 10 send her % AN mx Extraordinary Purpose.
of what el " and back, the Scnic m Qhe

Instructions
1.Introduce the Activity

« Show students the slides (included in a separate file).
+ Eachslide presents two fall-themed novels with cover images
and a synopsis.
2.Student Choice W’B‘M rwlm_

« Students read both synopses.
« They choose which book they would rather read. °
« They write a short explanation for their choice, citing 7 Harry Potter has never 1 and Uiy have had ¥ Sierats family uns @ Christmas
something specific from the synopsis that appealed to them. E;fnvgeg:;%f’o'x;"ik RACHEL COHN & g?;u;): yeL;yr oo ey = ree fam In Oregon—ifs
3.0Optional Add-On A i DAVID LEVITHAN  readers watched the bucolic setfing for a girl to

: ’ " ; He's never worn a cloak O WY < T o follIn | grow up in, except that every
« If you have physical copies of the books, display them in the ’ of invisibility, befriended 2 o belligeal year, they pack up and move
o Dash & Lily's Book of o -
classisam E a giant, or helped hatch AHERCULE POIROT | THE Dores. L Beloved S fo California fo sef up their
s . 9 a dragon. All Harry HERCULE PC TWEWE‘DAYS "’e;'f "Vhs ej;ve o 3 Christmas free lof for the
Encourage students to check them out or preview them after A > knows is a miserable life : e atock o Z’f‘v < season. So Siemalives two
the activity with fhe Dursleys, his CHRISTA oF heart affack. and his 3 fives: her fife in Oregon and
4 M , : horrible aunt and uncle, S Q| ifledit rodd fofecavery f her life at Christmas. And
Use this as a springboard into book talks, independent o o abomable DA—S“ %11 L bas token  mejo o on ) leaving one aways means
reading, or literature circles. > - son, Dudley. Harry's ' ] v dispostion. Uiys spark 3 missing the other.
i ;gg%grco'fuzxecls?é?r; at has dimmed so much Until this particular Christmas,
. Ty 3 d that Langston, her ; a o when Siera meets Caleb,
Differentiation Ideas ’ %) Bl ond he hasn'thad a brother, has put aside his and one life eclipses the

« Support: Provide sentence starters like “I would rather read birthday party in eleven Bt grudge against Dash fo ofher.
years. 5 £ B feam up and remind Lily

because But then a mysterious * what there is fo love By reputation, Caleb is not
« Challenge: Ask students to connect their choice to a past favorite Fletter arrives by owl messenger: a letter with an (%‘4/@ aofull* oot e, your perfect guy: years ago,

invitation to an incredible place called Hogwarts " he made an enormous mistake and has been paying for it ever
book or genre. School of Witchcraff and Wizardry. And fhere he finds ""’m"g g'""vm'xe‘j; ggsvh‘ ‘f;'mu”S"‘Lﬁhg;':f’hs;“\;,fefn‘]gsﬂ{gfe since. But Sierra sees beyond Caleb's past and becomes
« Engagement: Let students vote on the most popular picks and track not only friends, aerial sports, and magic around every e i determined fo help him find forgiveness and, maybe,
Comer, but a great destiny that's been waifing for Manhattan by storm fo help Lily recapture the holiday | reg4emption. As disapproval, misconceptions, and suspicions
results on a class chart. o e lihe aneoumier spiit of New York City in December, a time and place il Ground thenn, Caleb and Sieriaidiscover
im.... 1 Y ot unter. uniike anywhere else in the world. Told in alterating 1he one thing that franscends l else:
chapters, The Twelve Days of Dash & Lily is bound to be a| e love.
Christmas favorite for seasons to come.

©MARTINA CANILL- THe LUNIRY TeACHeR
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Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.

SONG FOUR: | |
Main Idea:

Name:. Date:

Vi

ANALYZINY The THenne OF CHRISTMAS SoNgs (T

ongs and/orreqd ihe lviics and determine the theme and
(a song lyric) that proves your theme.

Theme:

SONG FOUR:
Main Idea:

Name:

ANALYZING The THeme Of CURISTMAS SONIS

Listen fo the famous Christmas songs and/or read the Iyrics and determine the theme and
main idea of the music. Provide one piece of evidence (a song lyric) that proves your theme.

Date:.

Theme:

Text

THEME STATEMENTS

THEME TOPICS IN LITERATURE

Justice

Human beings are
always searching for
acceptance.

Bravery comes in many
forms.

Change is hard.
Human beings are
courageous when they
are called upon to

Acceptance -+

THEVE STATEFEMTS,  THEVETOPICS i LITERATVRE,

Acceptance
Adoption
Ambition Knowledge
Anaithy Loneliness

‘ Love

Human beings are
always searching for
cccepicnce

Justice
Kindness

Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Songs Theme Analysis

Overview

This activity uses music with Christmas vibes to help students practice theme
analysis. Students will listen to short clips from a curated list of songs across genres|
then analyze the lyrics for themes, imagery, and seasonal connections.

I've compiled a list and links to videos of son

selection of songs from various musical genry

the sake of time and my sanity, I only play th)
chorus once). If the links don't work, they

Disclaimer

1 just play the songs, | don't show the videos.

Always preview all songs before playing to check for appropriateness in your
classroom.

. Andy Williams - It's the Most Wonderful Tis
https:

'youtu.be

Why This Activity?

Music provides a powerful and relatable entry point for middle schoolers. Many
songs use figurative language and emotional appeals that connect easily to liter|
analysis skills. Plus, the fall theme helps engage students in a seasonal and creati
way.

. Wham! - Last Christmas (Lyncs) by 7Cloud

Instructions
l.Infroduce the Activity
+  Explain that students will analyze the lyrics and overall theme of
each song.
+ Remind them to listen for imagery, figurative language, tone, an
message.
2.Play Song Clips
+  For time management, play only the first section up to the choru:
+  Pause after each clip for quick discussion or notes.
+  Use teacher notes provided for any special start times or caution|
3.Analyze Themes
Students can work individually, in pairs, or as a whole class to identify:
+  Whatis the central theme or message of this song?
+  How does it connect to fall, change, memory, or nostalgia?
+ What figurative language devices stand out?
4.Wrap-Up Writing / Discussion
+  Compare how different genres express similar Chirstmas themes.
+  Optional writing prompt: Choose one song and explain how its
theme connects to your own Christmas experiences.

Differentiation Ideas
« Support: Provide lyric excerpts or guiding questions.
« Challenge: Ask students to compare a song to a poem or short story witl
similar theme.

. Her excitement was a

I have @ mountain of Christmas cd

Her excitement was a snowstorm swirling everywhere.

13, He fold everyone he

I have a mountain of Christmas cod

used an entire roll of tape on one box

The fireplace

The hot cocoa was af

Name: Date:

DeTeRMiNIN9 Tlie TYPe OF FIGURATIVE LANIVAZe

Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language.

Name: Date:

DeTeRMiNIN9 The TYPe OF FIJURATIVE LANIVATe _‘

Determine which type of figurafive language is used and then explain [ CE
its meaning or how it is that parficular type of figurative language.

1. He was on Santa’s naughty list after he pranked his little sister during

Christmas dinner.

Meaning:

Meaning:

"This Christmas break

If she doesn’t stop complaining ab:

Her smile was the star on top of the Christmas free, lighting up the

Example: The Christmas ligh
across the night sky.

Ciguralive LA

Definition: Compares two unl|

MeTAPHOR

Example: The Christmas lightg
ky.

Defi Compunr\g two i
They have something in col

Example: The cafeteria was
holiday energy.

across the night sky.

Definition: Comparing two thi
they have something in com

Definition: an exaggeration

Example: I've waited a milliq
finally start.

MeTAPUOR SimiLe

Example: The cafeteria was §
holiday energy.

Definition: an exaggeration |

Definition: The repetition of
or more neighboring words ¢

Example: Santa silently slid d

Example: I've waited a milliol
finally start.

Definition: The repetition of g

Definition: The formation of ¢
with what is named. "Boom’

Example: Jingle! went the b

or more neighboring words o
Example: Santa silently slid dd

Definition: The formation of a
with what is named. "Boom"

potsouricarion | ovomatoposia | aLuTeRaTion | yPERBOLE

Defil

on: Giving something

Example: The Christmas coo

more bite.

g
s

Jingle! went the be

D tion: Giving something
quallities.

pogsonrication | ovomatoposia | auTerarion | {UPeRBOLe

Example: The Christmas cool

Definition: An expression of
something other than the ag

Example: He was grinning frq
presents under the free.

;9
g

more bite.

n: An expression of
somethmg other than the ac

Example: He was grinning fro|

Ibioms

Definition: An allusion is a fig
reference to a place, persol

Example: When he grumble
just like the Grinch before hig

presents under the tree.

Definition: An allusion is a fig
reference to a place, person|

ALLUSION

Example: When he grumbled

Definition: the expression of
that normailly signifies the of)

Example: He stayed up all ni
right before he arrived.

just like the Grinch before his

that normally signifies the opposite.

Definition: the expression of one's meaning by using language

IRONY

right before he arrived.

Example: He stayed up all night to see Santa—then fell asleep

« Engagement: Let students suggest and analyze their own Christmas song
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Teacher Guide Page
Christmas Figurative Language

This activity helps students review and practice identifying types of figurative
language in a Christmas-themed context. Students will use a reference chart and
apply their knowledge to sentences that include idioms, similes, metaphors,
hyperboles, personification, irony, and more.

Why This Activity?

Middle schoolers often recognize figurative language when they hear it in
conversation, songs, or commercials, but they struggle to label and explain it. This
activity gives them seasonal, high-inferest examples and plenty of practice
connecting definitions with real usage.

Instructions
. Introduce Figurative Language
Use the reference chart (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, alliteration,
onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, allusion, irony). Read through
definitions and examples together.
. Independent Practice
Students complete the worksheet by:
« Identifying the type of figurative language in each sentence.
+  Explaining the meaning of the phrase or why it represents that type.
. Review & Discuss
Go over the answer key as a class. Encourage students to explain their
thinking and notice that some phrases could spark debate (e.g., idiom vs.
metaphor).
. Extension Options
* Have students create their own Christmas-themed figurative
language examples for each type.
+ Use them to create a “class book™ or display.
« Tie it into writing: challenge students to add at least three figurative
language devices to a Christmas-themed narrative.

« Support: Provide sentence stems like “Thisis a ___ because it..."

« Challenge: Ask students fo explain how figurative language affects
imagery, tone, or meaning in writing.

« Engagement: Lef students act out or illustrate examples for their peers.

O©IMARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER




Each lesson plan has a teacher guide, all teacher links, student resources, and any applicable reference sheets.

] | COMMERCIAL FIVE  Product:

COMMERICAL F Ethos:
Name:. Date:

Product:
Name:, Date:

e ]| | SIERTIAS COIIRERC Y HOON SHD OIS i) o CHRISTIIAS COMMERCIALS RUETORICAL APPEALS

planation/Evi Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the mood and tone created in the

ercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each.
| Iee appeals, but think crifically about how dll three might be included.

COMMERCIAL FIVE  Product:,

COMMERICAL FOUR
Ethos:
Product: Name: Date:. D

p— CHRISTHAS COMMERCIALS RUETORICAL APPEALS

Name: Date: - Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each. ﬁ
/ fbcne o o b

CHRISTMAS CONMMERCIALS MOOD AND TONE sk crifically about how all three might be included.

End Mood and Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the mood and fone created in the A .
T beginning and identify the mood and tone that is created at the end of the commercials.
one:
N TONE[——— [ RueTORiCAL [Seten: A ecsonore
ith tha aima af narci il
=

The auth Teacher Guide Page: Christmas ’ Teacher Guide P¢

- The atmo] . . .
HOOD:  qmotiong | U= Commercial Mood and Tone Christmas Commercial Rhetorical Teacher Guide Page: Christmas

ToNENE Commercial Rhetorical Appeals

This activity uses Christmas commercials to teach students how authors and creators . AldiKevin The Carrot Christmas Advert 2016 - by UK
Admiing En establish mood and tone. Students will watch a curated selection of commercials and https://youtu.be/IiRkiné Gsf8?si=IMBeLhztH7Gqf673
raid E analyze how elements like lighting, music, color, pacing, and dialogue work together This activity uses Christmas commercials to teach students about rhetorical appeals
i to create a specific feeling and attitude toward the subject. . Apple [Fuzzy Feelings] by Dose of Good Ads (ethos, pathos, logos). Students will watch a curated selection of commercials and
Aggressive https://youtu.be/Abti iE3zEI?si=cqéKBo27puP5h80 analyze how companies use emotional connection, credibility, and logic to
€ o persuade their audience.

Beginning Mood|
Explanation/Evid

Arogant

Thére are fons of Christmas commercials out there, but | selected these because "
Appreciative they're appropriate for middle school and require little to no editing. Teachers should N ?3g:jsvgn':]s'm?s ’_Adve"‘ 2?; 8 rVG'gsFTr:‘mOGQ:ng.T b% U
always preview the commercials to ensure they fit their classroom and students. PR3/ /YOUIU.DE/LVY g #I=yal]

There are fons of Christmas commercials out there, but | selected these because
they are appropriate for middle school and either don't require skipping—or I've
Awestruck Instructions . Best Christmas Commercial Ever by Micah LaCerte noted which parts to avoid. Teachers should always preview the commercials to

Bitter 1. Introduce Mood and Tone: Review the difference between mood (the feeling or hitps://youtu.be/Z R4q70 rig?si=5Rc73a0nl furell ensure they work in their classroom setting.
atmosphere created for the audience) and tone (the author's or creator's
attitude toward the subject). Provide a few familiar examples from stories, songs, . Home Alone: Macaulay Culkin Google Assistant Par
Brash or films. hitps://youtu.be/-FHXKbsMLE?si=x5Sv3kAe5p-mROD| 1. Introduce Rhetorical Appeals
Calm . Watch Commercials: Give students the Links Page (below) or show the videos as a Review ethos (credibility), pathos (emotions), and logos (logic) with
class. Po . = . examples.
Casual « Option 1: Watch together and pause to discuss key moments. Hershey's Kisses Christmas Cor.nmercml by Christmas . Watch Commercials
Cheerful + Option 2: Assign in small groups or stations for independent analysis. hitps://youtu.be/4H1SLF4virk?si=KhUCgZcoGPORDS1 Provide students with the Links Page (below) so they can access the
. Analyze Mood and Tone: After each commercial, have students identify and videos.

Coid discuss: . IKEA - Silence The Critics - TV Advert 90 #WonderfulEy + Option 1: Watch together as a class and pause to discuss.

Complacent + What is the mood of the commercialz How do you know? IKEA UK https://youtu.be/WOEKS2YfLc0?si=1hTosPlyM + Option 2: Assign in small groups or stations for independent analysis.

+  Whatis the fone the company or narrator uses? 2 A?alyze Appeals : ) o
«  Which elements (music, lighting, sound effects, word choice, pacing, colors) . M&Ms Christmas Commercial: THEY DO EXISTiby Chri Al *?f eﬁﬁ&ﬁ%’;p’;’gﬁs‘ét‘:;:élédems identify:

Confused help create that effecte https: i i=
: ; : s://youtu.be/iIEBCIWXSPRs?si=DAviM467y MdVB . ifi i i i i i

Consoling How do the choices connect to Christmas themes or emotions? hites://vouty.be/iES - ‘Vm(g ;sfggg’giﬁgg{Q:iifl?oke it effective (music, narration,

Critical m / Writing . Yellow Pages Christmas TV advert - Mistletoe (1992) * How does the commercial connect to Christmas traditions or
Cynical « Students reflect: Which commercials created the strongest mood2 Which https://youtu.be/ywjfSVrCank?si=LzviMbtkCrGyAaNH emotions?

used tone most effectively to influence the audience’s reaction?
* You might also ask: How does mood or tone affect how we respond to — . . .
3 A 5 Students reflect: Which rhetorical appeal seems most common in Christmas

D d 2

cprese adversementsiduing Ghristmass commercials? Why might advertisers lean on that strategy during the holiday

Desperate - season?
nt

n tic
Disgusted « Advanced learners: Compare two commercials that create contrasting
Dramatic moods (e.g., spooky vs. funny) and explain which is more effective and why.
¢ : Provide a sentence frame or mood/tone chart (e.g., “This

Assured

Boring

Confiding

Deliberate

« Advanced learners: Compare the effectiveness of appeals across commercials.
- £ « Support: Provide sentence starters or a graphic organizer (e.g., “This commercial
commercial feels because the creator used __."). oppppeals o because...”) grap 9 (eg

« Cross-curricular: Connect to art or media studies by discussing color . c Tie info media literacy or even economics (holiday spending)
psychology or sound design in advertising. )

Ecstatic
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CHRISTMAS COMMERCIALS RHETORICAL APPeALS ==

Watch the Christmas commercials and identify the ethos, pathos, and logos used in each, ﬁ

CHRISTMAS [ T N N - Some may nof have all three appeals, but think crifically about how ll fhree might be included
DETERMININD THe TYPe OF FIQURATIVE LANIVAYeE

‘Commercial
Determine which type of figurative language is used and then explain Product Five:
its meaning or how it is that particular type of figurative language. 0’ 5 Ethos

Pathos

Logos

EXAMPLE TYPE OF FIGURATIVE MEANING AND/OR s -
L ANGUAGE EXPLANATION : el

1. He was on Santa'’s » Ethos

naughty list after he Pathos

pranked his little sister Logos

during Christmas

dinner. Product Seven:

Ethos

Pathos

2. Her smile was the = tooes

star on top of the gfo'::';'é?:m-

Christmas free, lighting chos

up the whole room.

Pathos

Logos

HOCD AD TNE o i e

3. We spent hours
hanging outdoor lights

to impress the QA+ vedTAam - RTQ \- ammm‘ Layout Vhime Transition
neighbors... and then
they went out right

before the lights 1 M%% mﬁ;{ ORg

68 Christmas Novel Would You Rather.. # m @ 2 Conniion,
Fle Edi View Insert Fomat Side Avange Toos Extensons Help

competition started.
. 115 0 snowy winterin
LA (1 FZTH (gnion where we meet In 1843, Chres Dickens
o ¥ - > Ebenezer Scrooge, an old X
(HRISTMAS  Serer ooz
4. Dad told us to i 85708, itte vilh e, he s known
AROL  roroengcoondseiin B2 coovererscocoe ol
| = - 7, rooge profits off his story—which has captivatec
break a leg before ~TRABLT  impoerihed communiy, IRl rcoder or over 150 yecrs-s
the Christ i , ¥z fnoncioly benefing off | | o sccamparied yihe
Y — RS 2 their labour whilst paying delightful flusfrations of Joe
= fSimas - % % E measly wages to his g Sutphin. With charming
employess. woodlond characters and
pageant. ) Satings ot fomitoswil
B i the ed up fowords cors reciers wil 56
- o IR} Christmas, Scrooge is visited ransformed by Littie
B e o Chrbtmas Carol. Atoe of
Blsiness portner Jocos @ e oo el oneines
TIARLEG TSICKENSL Mooy wiho nforms B iccion compaasion
& OICKENSER §crocte to owpect 3 ghoss. | hope, and o joyuly changed ife, this beauiuly lstiated
The Ghostsof Chistmas Past,asont and Future, show_ | cion il eniven ihe Tmelessclosc orreaders young and!
Scrooge what he needs 036 belora 's oo late, ond we
o1 1o winass the mistakes o is et he empines of .
present and the dark future that awaits him. For the perfect family read-aloud, make Little Christmas Carol a
ot ofyour orny's hesmes aion
Scrooge is considered one o the grecfest redemption | Ths new edifion mokes G wondertl aif
SHores of il fme. A magical sior fllof unlorgeniable
s ol 0 of ope, expenty wlton oy Gvaios IcKers.

O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRY TEACHER B ——
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eACH PAYe OF TUIS DOCUMENT iS COPYRIIUTED
Yyou mAY NOT Yyou mAY

« You MAY NOT CLAIN~ ANY PART OF « THiS PRODVUCT iS DeSiaNeD FOR PERSONAL
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