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A MIDDLE SCHOOL ELA

SlNlSTeR STORi€S: ANALYZING MOOD AND TON€E

This multi-genre ELA unit gives students the tools they need to analyze how authors use craft to
create mood and tone—while diving into the eerie, suspenseful world of spooky literature. Through
haunting short stories, chilling poems, and rich author studies, students explore sensory language,
figurative devices, and stylistic techniques that evoke emotion and atmosphere. With scaffolded
lessons, guided annotations, and discussion-based analysis, they'll gain confidence reading
complex texts and expressing their interpretations through both writing and speaking.

11 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

11 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations
Student notebooks for print + digital use

Guided annotations for short stories and poems, including The Yellow Ribbon,
The Lottery, Annabel Lee, and The Tell-Tale Heart

Explicit author’s craft lessons (imagery, tone, suspense, and symbolism)

Sensory details and mood analysis graphic organizers

Socratic Seminar and comparative writing assessment for the unit's essential

questions

Q IQE QR

Editable rubrics, pacing guide, and teacher notes
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SiNiSTER STORi€S: ANALYZING MOOD AND TONe€

This Sinister Stories unit helps students analyze how authors use literary craft to create mood and tone across
short stories and poems—alll through eerie, high-interest Halloween texts that engage even your most
reluctant readers. Through scaffolded lessons, guided annotations, and step-by-step writing and discussion
activities, students learn to identify how imagery, diction, and structure shape a text’'s emotional impact. With
ready-to-teach slides, student notebooks, and clear teaching guides, this unit makes teaching mood and
tone both creative and rigorous.

Here's what they’ll learn:
Mood & Tone Foundations: Understand how authors develop mood and tone through word choice,
imagery, pacing, and structure.
Analyzing Author’s Craft: Examine how sensory details, figurative language, and symbolism create
atmosphere and emotion.
Comparing Texts Across Genres: Explore mood and tone in both short stories and poetry to recognize
patterns and stylistic differences.
Discussion & Collaboration: Engage in guided discussions and analysis questions to deepen interpretation
of theme, tone, and emotional effect.
Analytical Writing Practice: Write comparative or literary analysis paragraphs using text evidence to
explain how authors craft mood and tone.

¥ Why this works:

This unit furns spooky literature into a powerful study of author’s craft. The mix of haunting stories, chilling
poems, and scaffolded analysis helps students connect literary techniques to meaning—without
overwhelming them. They'll learn to move beyond identifying figurative language to explaining why it matters
and how it contributes to mood, tone, and theme.

. Perfect for:
Teachers who want a ready-to-use unit on author’s craft, mood, and tone.
Students who thrive on eerie, atmospheric stories that make analysis exciting.
Any 6th-8th grade ELA classroom focused on literary analysis, close reading, or comparing texts across
genres.

O©MARTINA CAHILL-THE HUNCRVY TEACHER



feachers. ke you have, saif), .

"| absolutely love every resource | buy from

Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates
with her other resources, and has everything you
need in it. The standards are aligned with every
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear
procedures, learning objectives, and so much

more.” — Julie N.

“This is a great mix of interactive
notebooks, independent
reading, and teacher-modeled
lessons. There were many
different directions you could go
depending on the makeup of
the class.” -Jessica R.

“I love using this resource. |
struggle with nonfiction and this
was very easy to use and
engaging.” —Courtney L.

“I love all of Martina's resources,
so when | heard she was making
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, |
had to jump on it! This was
perfect for my students to do
remotely. They got to choose
which activities they wanted to
do, so | love the variety. Plus,
most of these topics were
already covered in class (thanks
to her other units), so | didn't
have to reteach anything!”
-Christian B.

“This is an amazing resource and is
well worth the price. It is so robust. |
started with the text structures and

objective summaries lessons, and
students were very engaged.” -Jill P.

“Iam a former public
school teacher turned
homeschool teacher and |
run my own novel studies
outside of any box
curriculum. This resource
was very creative, my
students loved the
interactive notebook, and
we redlly enjoyed the
book choices. | would
purchase more resources
from The Hungry Teacher
in the future!” —Kristen G.
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by teli . . .
Sovino | “Yellow Ribbon” by S.E. Schlosser lanauaae in the text? Quate it then exnlain ' B
ge:mdé Jane wore a yellow ribbon around her neck every day. And | mean every day, rain or shine,
“How

) : :
| d on f Hiot? whether it matched her outfit or not. It annoyed her best fiend Johnny after cwhile. He was her
Helps the reader focus on what Fve cuth] | nextoor neignibor ant had known Jane since she was free. Wien he was young. he hod borely
H and curid | noficed the yellow ribbon, but now they were in high school together, it bothered him.
Unfam they are reading.

riobon, S "Why do you wear fhat vellow ribbon around your neck, Jane?” he'd ask her every day. But

Stating i
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LEARNING . Explain to students that, foday, they will be annotating a spooky ader understand m ANNOTATION | [Pescee \ihat andihar'c eeaft tachnicning 0o
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potential answ]
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esentine fesson AW"‘@ & Mﬁ“? Got word) andTone: Yol Libbons “Yellow Ribbon” QU sTlO"l Jane wore a yellow ribbon around her neck every day. And | mean every day, rain or

starting with a brief
COMHON CORE SIXTH CRADE ‘ shine, whether it matched her outfit or not. It annoyed her best friend Johnny after awhile. He

STANDARDS

SEVENTH CPAOE | ECHTH CRADE Directions: Answer the following comprehension questions about the short story.
Uterature: 1,2,3,4,5,6,10 | «  Uterature: 1,2,3,4,6,10 | +  Uterature: 1,2, 3,4, 6,10 was her next-d§

iting: 1,9 -+ Wiiting: 1,9 -+ Writing: 1,9 1. What is one example of figurative language in the text? Quote it, then explain how
it enhances your understanding of fhe mood and storyline.

into the text and of

+ Note: You don|

: had barely no
example side.] [ (eapnine

look like in act{ | TARCETS

. Hand out the copi

Ribbon" Annotatior]
Questions.

. I can cite fext evidence to support analysis of what the text says him

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. “Why do

. | can determine a fheme or central idea of a text and how it is
But she wouldh

conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the fext. 1. Highlight e
society and re]

2. How does the author use dialogue to develop the characters and advance the
. | can describe how a sfory's plot unfolds as well as how the plot?

. Go over the Annot, characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a
Sieud resolution.
. - 2. Highiight lin
- Discuss annatation: . | can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are tone and mox
whakiheygnnotal used in a fex!, including figurative and connotative meanings: 3. Where and when does the story take place? What mood does the setting create?

-+ Instruct sfudents fo analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and fone,

Comprehension Q
utilizing the text as

including analogies or alusions fo ofher fexs. 3. Highiight ph)

. | can analyze how a particular sentence, scene, or stanza fits into both shift as 1]
aosme - At the end of class) the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development 4. What tone does the author take toward the subject and/or characters? How can
you tell? Use specific examples to support your answer,

Comprehension Q of the theme, setfing, or plot.
. Address any miscot | can explain how an author develops the point of view of the 4. Look for sub)

Go back over the the twist endir]
3 v namator or speaker in a text.

of students’ minds.

. Copies of the Annotating Literature Nofes for students 5. Do the mood and fone change throughout the story? How? Use evidence to
ESSEMTIAL . What author's craf support your explanation.

QUESTIONS . Copies of the “Yellow Ribbon™ short story

5. Highiight ar
and tone in their https://www.americanfolklore.net/yellow-ribbon story's themes|
How do the authq)

. Copies of the Annotation Guide for students

different craft mor . Copies of the Comprehension Questions for students

. Lesson Three Presentation

6. Wnat are two ofher examples of author's craft moves that you found in the texte
Quote specific examples of the author's craft move in your answer.

DIEITAL PREP . Assign digital versions to students in Google Classroom. The digital

version is all one file, so you'll just need to assign it once at the start
of the unit and instruct students on which lesson they'll be

completing each day.

GV CLTH P TEACHE.

. o The lesson’s teaching slides have
Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective, everything you need to teach the

prep, learning period, and closing. It also includes any lesson: teaching slides, examples,
student materials and examples. and concept break downs.
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e 0 COMHON CORE SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH CRADE EICHTH CRADE
STAMDARDS « Lliterature: 1,2,4,5,10 | + Literature: 1,2, 4,5, 10 « Lliterature: 1,2, 4, 5,10
+ Writing: 9 + Writing: 9 + Writing: 9

LEARMIM
eS| | A ithor Qovug: € e Alan,

COMMON CORE SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH CRADE
SIXTH GRADE llTERATURd EIGHTH GRADE LITERATURE STANDARDS LESSONS STANDARDS m - - . -
- Literature: 1,2,4,5,10 | - Literature: 1,2,4,5,10 | - Literature: 1,2, 4, 5,10

SEVENTH GRADE LITERATURE STANDARDS = | Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the fext says 1203, 4:5:7 > Wiling: 9 * Witing: 9 * Writing: 9

explicifly as well as inferences drawn from the fext

Cite fextual evidence fo suppor
inferences drawn from the text]

= | Cite several pieces of textual evidence fo support analysis of what the 1

Determine a theme or central idea of a fext and analyze ifs development over the course
of the text, including ifs relationship to the characters, setfing, and plot: provide an

Flopme objective summary of the text. ,8,9.10, A W%% shafl ﬁﬁ” eﬂ‘ aifor'y M %TM-TW Keqﬂ"

Analyze how paricular lines of dialogue or incidents in a sfory or drama propel the action. | , 5 o 1 |
SIXTHCPADE [ SEVENTH GRADE | EIGHTH CRADE

II/M[TW\/F JR ’(’(M a. 2 | tevea) gspects of o character o orovoke g decision = ]

| - COMHON CORE ! - i I
SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EICHTH CRADE e aufhot's M W delaids STANDARDS

lem

wonone |+ Literature: 1,4,10 |+ Literature: 1,4, 10 [+ Literature: 1, 4, 10 — XTI CRADE SEVENTH CRADE BT CRADE g Esserilial quesTion, Soerdic, Seminar (2 DAYS)
Literature: 1, 4, 10 « literature: 1,4,10 |« Literature: 1, 4, 10 COMMON CORE SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE

TWO | GG v eratu
W'&MMMM «  Writing: 9 «  Writing: 9 «  Wiiting: 9 STANDARDS P 1234 : 12,3, 23.4

56,9 4,6 Writing: 1, A 5

Determine a theme or central i = | well as inferences drawn from the fext.

LEARNING i i "
COMMON CORE SIXTH CRADE SEVENTH CRADE FICHTH CRADE Eiiy . lcan cite textual ewde.nf:e that most .strongly supports an analysis of :
STANDARDS what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the RSSO0V

i : i i B B - . logical
Iélrlgr’awlgreAl,Z,S, l5 B 1,23 ;,IO :1,3,4,5, J‘ME%WM( " WWWWMW(Z-S DAYS) E logical
Writing: 9 *Writing: 9 *_Wting: 9 f’t 'Wﬂm’\g a shofl ST‘T% ot wood) ond Tone: The J_ﬂref”" SIXTH CRADE SEVENTH CRADE EICHTH CRADE ‘] e

Literature: 1,2,3,4,5, |« Literature: 1,2,3,4,6 |+ Literature: 1,2,3, 4 e to fask,

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. COMMON CORE | SIXTH GRADE | SEVENTH GRADE | EICHTH GRADE 3}‘:" N + Writing: 1, 4,5 Writing: 1,4, 5
SIOMDADDG riting: 1,4, 5,

Annslaling & shotl slety @ot wood and) Tone: “Yelonr Cibbon Awacloug pocliy
COMMON CORE SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE FIGHTH CRADE CortioN CORE SIXTH CRADE SEVENTH GRADE EICHTH GRADE Tﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ @F @O (N]-E WTS

STANDARDS -
STANDARDS - lMerature: 1,2,3,4,5,6,10 | + Lierature: 1,2,3,4,6,10 | + Lierature: 1,2, 3, 4,6, 10 M + Literature: 1,2,4,5,10 | - Literature: 1,2,4,5,10 | « Literature: 1,2, 4, 5,10

Wiiting: 1,9 -+ Wiiting: 1,9 - Wiiling: 1,9 - Writing: 9 « Witing: 9 - Writing: 9
2 LESSON | PACING LESSON TITLE AND CONCEPT
'i;:i:gc . I can cite text evidence to support analysis of what the text says LEARNING . lcan analyze a poem and make inferences about its meaning using
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. TARGETS textual evidence. 3 N/A N/A Note to Teacher
. | can determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is . | can cite text evidence to support analysis of what the text says .
" . ) - ) N/A N/A Links to Digital Files
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text. explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
. | can describe how a story’s plot unfolds as well as how the . | can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used N/A N/A 4ih-gih Standard Alignment
characters respond or change as the plot moves foward a in @ text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 8 1 DAY Introduction to Author's Craft
analogies or allusions to other texts.

LEARNING . | can cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
TARCETS

resolution.

. | can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are
° P y 1 DAY | Author's Craft: Mood and Tone

.l can analyze how a particular sentence, scene, or stanza fits into the

used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings;

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the

analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 1 DAY Annotating a Short Story for Mood and

theme, setting, or plot. Tone: “Yellow Ribbon"

including analogies or allusions fo other texts.
. I can analyze how a particular sentence, scene, or stanza fits into PREPARATION - Make copies of the Poetry Terms interactive notebook page OR 1 DAY
the overall structure of a text and confributes fo the development reference page for students.

. Make copies of Annotating Poetry #1 and #2 for students. 1 DAY Annotating a Short Story for Mood and
Tone: “The Lottery”

Author's Craft: Sensory Details

of the theme, setfing, or plot.

. | can explain how an author develops the point of view of the Lesson Six Slides for projection.

narrator or speaker in a text. DICITAL PREP . Assign digital versions to students in Google Classroom. The digital Annotating Poems for Mood
1 DAY “Song of the Witches.

Coming”

PREPARATION . Copies of the Annotating Literature Notes for students version is all one file, so you'll just need to assign it once at the start

of the unit and instruct students on which lesson they'll be

. Copies of the “Yellow Ribbon" short story
completing each day. 7 1 DAY

https://www.americanfolklore.net/yellow-ribbon,
. Copies of the Annotation Guide for students LEARNING . Explain that, today, students will be learning about annotating 8 1 DAY
PERIOD i . .

. Copies of the Comprehension Questions for students poetry then practicing with annotating two spooky poems.

. Lesson Three Presentation . Display the Lesson Six slides and pass out the Poetry Terms notes. 1 DAY

DICITAL PREP . Assign digital versions to students in Google Classroom. The digital + Note: If time permits, have students cut and paste the

version is all one file, so you'll just need to assign it once at the start inferactive notebookyverion nfoithelr notebooks;fhen 2 DAYS
of the unit and instruct students on which lesson they'll be ComplSISifismfogeiier.Othenviss; givestudsnisthe

completed reference page & go through it with them as you

completing each day. o
work through the slides. 2-3 DAYS
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“The Song of the Witches” by William Shakespeare

. What do you notice about the
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LoV
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| understand

I love this part
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wite | Write important
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Write the tone you determined from your poem and the fext
evidence that supports it. Then, write the mood it creates
and analyze how that mood is created.

(] ° ° °
“Mr. Macklin's Jack
O’Lantern” by David McCord

Layout Theme Transition

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 TONE:

Mr. Macklin takes his knife

SYMBOLS =

v e ed ANMAGEL LEE
“Yellow Ribbon”  AMOTATIONS AUTHOR'S CRAFT 7 G ngtom o Thasea. oo

That a maiden there lived whom you may know

Helps ! By the name of Annabel Lee;
a And fhis i he i ith ther the jht
Use the annotation guide to help you identify author's craft moves used to reveal the ASSONANCE TONE S!MROI_I details, hd shisimeldenisns ived wiitine-oierihoug

1 QUi § r f Than fo love and be loved by me.
mood and tone. Highlight, undertine, or circle the phrases in the text, then nofe _ .
potential answers fo the questions in the margin. These are just there to make you think The repetition of The attitude of a The use off
deeply about the sfory, so don't stress it if you aren't able fo fully answer each the sounds of writer towards a symbols tof Helps 1 In this kingdom by the sea,
question. VOVS’;';;":SE" subjzd oran represenl"ide But we loved with a love that was more than love—
- audience. qualities. and my Annabel Lee—
| ANNOTATION §YMBOLS Helps With G love that fhe wingéd seraphs of Heaven
5 1 Coveted her and me.
specifi

I'was a child and she was a child,

I Jweora [ [evdorcs o note

connections. Answer the questions to help deepen your
Answer the following | ons about the short story. understanding of the poem.

1 H ” { Directions: Read the poem on fhe next page and use your :
Yellow Ribbon™  qikeriong MOOD AND TOME e I R vl

~
1. What is one example of figurative language in the textz Quote it, then explain how Poem #3

it enhances your understanding of the mood and storyline.
What do you nofice about the structure (stanzas, lines, thyme scheme, efc.) of the
nfribute] - | - | -—— - poem?
_J

\

e fext. Hi

What figurative language and/or sensory language do you see? What does it
pre the r¢ mean?

2. How does the author use dialogue to develop the characters and advance the
plote

lenhanc

3. Where and when does the story take place? What mood does the setting create?

What connections (fo yourself, someone you know, the world, efc.) did you makz
with the poem?

RINT_AND

S
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eACH PAYe OF TUIS DOCUMENT iS COPYRIIUTED
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