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Sinister Stories: Analyzing Mood and Tone

S

11 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

11 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations
Student notebooks for print + digital use

Guided annotations for short stories and poems, including The Yellow Ribbon, 
The Lottery, Annabel Lee, and The Tell-Tale Heart
Explicit author’s craft lessons (imagery, tone, suspense, and symbolism)

Sensory details and mood analysis graphic organizers
Socratic Seminar and comparative writing assessment for the unit’s essential 
questions
Editable rubrics, pacing guide, and teacher notes

This multi-genre ELA unit gives students the tools they need to analyze how authors use craft to 
create mood and tone—while diving into the eerie, suspenseful world of spooky literature. Through 
haunting short stories, chilling poems, and rich author studies, students explore sensory language, 
figurative devices, and stylistic techniques that evoke emotion and atmosphere. With scaffolded 
lessons, guided annotations, and discussion-based analysis, they’ll gain confidence reading 
complex texts and expressing their interpretations through both writing and speaking.
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This Sinister Stories unit helps students analyze how authors use literary craft to create mood and tone across 
short stories and poems—all through eerie, high-interest Halloween texts that engage even your most 
reluctant readers. Through scaffolded lessons, guided annotations, and step-by-step writing and discussion 
activities, students learn to identify how imagery, diction, and structure shape a text’s emotional impact. With 
ready-to-teach slides, student notebooks, and clear teaching guides, this unit makes teaching mood and 
tone both creative and rigorous.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Mood & Tone Foundations: Understand how authors develop mood and tone through word choice, 

imagery, pacing, and structure.
• Analyzing Author’s Craft: Examine how sensory details, figurative language, and symbolism create 

atmosphere and emotion.
• Comparing Texts Across Genres: Explore mood and tone in both short stories and poetry to recognize 

patterns and stylistic differences.
• Discussion & Collaboration: Engage in guided discussions and analysis questions to deepen interpretation 

of theme, tone, and emotional effect.
• Analytical Writing Practice: Write comparative or literary analysis paragraphs using text evidence to 

explain how authors craft mood and tone.

📚 Why this works:
This unit turns spooky literature into a powerful study of author’s craft. The mix of haunting stories, chilling 
poems, and scaffolded analysis helps students connect literary techniques to meaning—without 
overwhelming them. They’ll learn to move beyond identifying figurative language to explaining why it matters
and how it contributes to mood, tone, and theme.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want a ready-to-use unit on author’s craft, mood, and tone.
• Students who thrive on eerie, atmospheric stories that make analysis exciting.
• Any 6th–8th grade ELA classroom focused on literary analysis, close reading, or comparing texts across 

genres.

Sinister Stories: Analyzing Mood and Tone
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teachers like you have said…
"I absolutely love every resource I buy from 
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates 
with her other resources, and has everything you 
need in it. The standards are aligned with every 
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear 
procedures, learning objectives, and so much 
more.” – Julie N. 

“This is a great mix of interactive 
notebooks, independent 
reading, and teacher-modeled 
lessons. There were many 
different directions you could go 
depending on the makeup of 
the class.” -Jessica R. 

“This is an amazing resource and is 
well worth the price. It is so robust. I 
started with the text structures and 
objective summaries lessons, and 
students were very engaged.” –Jill P. 

“I am a former public 
school teacher turned 
homeschool teacher and I 
run my own novel studies 
outside of any box 
curriculum. This resource 
was very creative, my 
students loved the 
interactive notebook, and 
we really enjoyed the 
book choices. I would 
purchase more resources 
from The Hungry Teacher 
in the future!” –Kristen G. 

“I love using this resource. I 
struggle with nonfiction and this 
was very easy to use and 
engaging.”  –Courtney L. 

“I love all of Martina's resources, 
so when I heard she was making 
a Halloween DIGITAL activity, I 
had to jump on it! This was 
perfect for my students to do 
remotely. They got to choose 
which activities they wanted to 
do, so I love the variety. Plus, 
most of these topics were 
already covered in class (thanks 
to her other units), so I didn't 
have to reteach anything!” 
-Christian B. 



©martina cahill-the hungry teacher

example of lesson plan + resources

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective, 
prep, learning period, and closing. It also includes any 

student materials and examples. 

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 
lesson: teaching slides, examples, 

and concept break downs. 



11 lesson plans
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example of lesson six's slides



digital version included
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the hungry teacher’s terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any part of 
this document as your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this document.

• You MAY NOT post any part of this 
document online or on a shared 
server.

• For editable resources, you MAY 
NOT edit them to be redistributed 
in any way, claimed as your own 
in any way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original work. 

each page of this document is copyrighted

• This product is designed for personal 
use in one classroom (one teacher) 
only. For use in multiple classrooms, 
please purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to share one of 
my freebies on your website or on 
social media, please share a link for 
people to download the item from me 
at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog about using 
my products in your classroom or use 
the cover page to a resource AS LONG 
AS you credit me and provide a link to 
the item at the original source. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

you may not you may



fonts by:

facebook.com/thehungryteacher/

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher

@thehungryteacher8th

thehungryteacherblog.com

https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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