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MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPOSITORY WRITING UNIT

This flexible expository writing unit gives students the structure and support they need to write
clear, organized, and well-developed informational essays, without leaving you to figure out how
to teach every step on your own. With scaffolded lessons, built-in modeling, mentor examples, and
ready-to-use materials, students learn how to infroduce topics clearly, organize ideas logically,
develop paragraphs with relevant details, and write with precision and clarity. Whether you are
infroducing expository writing for the first time, trying to make informational writing feel less
overwhelming, or helping students move beyond vague, underdeveloped responses, this unit
gives you a clear roadmap for teaching expository writing in a way that is manageable, effective,
and actually helps students grow.

21 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

21 teacher PDF and Google Slides presentations covering focused topics,
narrowing ideas, expository structures, writing infroductions, developing body
paragraphs, transitions, elaboration, conclusions, revising, editing, and more

Fully scaffolded writing practice with modeled examples and clear teacher
support

Mentor text studies, graphic organizers, and interactive notebook pages

Built-in expository writing reference booklet for student use

Rubrics, checklists, and writing conference tools for self-, peer-, and

teacher feedback PP""T HM)

Teacher answer keys, sample passages, and flexible pacing guides
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100% digital and print student notebooks and teaching slides




MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPOSITORY WRITING UNIT

This Expository Writing Unit gives students the scaffolds, models, and strategies they need to move beyond
vague, surface-level responses into clear, organized, and well-developed informational writing. Through
engaging lessons, mentor text studies, and structured writing practice, students learn how to narrow topics,
organize ideas logically, develop paragraphs with relevant details, and explain information clearly for a
reader. With step-by-step guidance, they’ll gain confidence as writers who can teach, explain, and
communicate ideas with clarity and purpose.

Here's what they’ll learn:
Expository Structure: Understand the purpose and structure of expository writing
Focused Topics: Narrow broad ideas into clear, explainable topics
Infroductions: Write introductions that clearly infroduce the topic and preview what is to come
Body Paragraphs: Organize writing so each paragraph develops one clear part of the topic
Elaboration and Evidence: Develop ideas with facts, examples, explanations, and relevant details
Transitions and Organization: Connect ideas clearly and guide readers through the piece
Precise Language: Use specific language and domain-specific vocabulary to explain ideas clearly
Conclusions: Write conclusions that bring the information together and leave the reader with clarity
Revising and Editing: Strengthen organization, clarity, elaboration, and conventions
Publishing: Prepare polished final drafts for authentic sharing
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€ Why this works:

This unit turns expository writing into a clear, manageable process for both teachers and students. Instead
of asking students to “just explain” a topic, it breaks down exactly how expository writing works and gives
them repeated practice with the structure, thinking, and organization needed to do it well. Reluctant
writers get the support they need to stay focused and organized, while stronger writers are pushed to
elaborate more clearly and communicate ideas with greater precision.

. Perfect for:
« Teachers who want a step-by-step expository writing sequence that is ready to use.
« Students who need structured support for turning ideas and information into organized writing.
« Any middle school ELA classroom working on informational, explanatory, or essay writing.



TeACHERS Like You HAve SAD. ..

"| absolutely love every resource | buy from

Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it

correlates with her other resources, and has
everything you need in it. The standards are
aligned with every lesson, suggested responses
are included, clear procedures, learning
objectives, and so much more.” — Julie N.

This was so helpful to have it all
planned and laid out for mel |
loved that the author had
already found appropriate
articles that the kids would be
interested in, and that she laid
out the positions found in them.
It took so much work off my
plate! Plus, my students found
the debates really helped them
understand how to defend and
use evidence, which translated
into their writing. _Caffeinated
Learning

This writing resource is a game-changer. It keeps

my students engaged with meaningful activities

"This resource has made teaching
narrative writing to my middle
schoolers a breeze! | love how each
day is laid out and set up so students
learn a little bit about narrative
writing and build their own narratives
step-by-step. | made a couple of
changes to some of the mentor text
examples, as | am using this in
conjunction with literature circle
novels, and | wanted it to match
what my students are currently
reading. Overall, | have felt so
organized using this, and most
importantly, my students have been
engaged! " -Samantha S.

that build real writing skills. Prep is minimal—
perfect for busy days—and everything is easy to
implement. My students are writing more
confidently and enjoying the process. A must-
have for any writing teacher! -Sixth Grade A.

“This was one of the first
products of yours that |
have purchased, and
I'm SO beyond glad
that | did. | love
everything about it--
ESPECIALLY how you've
included the lesson
plans, and examples of
completed work. I've
never been more
pleased with a TPT
purchase in my life.
Thank you!”

- Insightyfully Designed
Academics
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LESSON
PRESENTATIONS

PDF + Google
Slides lesson
presentations for
every lesson to
display for
students while
taking notes or
learning

expository
writing skills.

i
=
a

NARRATIVE | =T TEACHER KEYS |
WRITING UNIT | EXAMPLES, AND GUIDES
Includes lesson The teacher
plans, interactive = [ A examples have all
notebook lessons, notes, outlines, drafts
lesson materials, examples, and
full-size reference essays. All of these
materials, and 4 are in the lesson plans
graphic and in the slides to
organizers. display fto students as
well.
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21 LESSON PLANS

EICUTH-9RADE EXPOSITORY WRITiIN9 STANDARDS

WRITING STANDARDS AND CONCEPTS

Lesson 12: Drafting Introductions

SEVENTH-9RADE EXPOSITORY WRITiN9 STANDARDS

| WRITING STANDARDS AND CONCEPTS

SIXTH GRADE |  SEVENTHGRADE |  EIGHTH GRADE
ar-. I I ™
o
3
z|- Lesson 13: Drafting Conclusions
AN [ SIXTHGRADE |  SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE
Lesson 4: Expository Text Structures | w84
Lesson 14: Transitions and Cohesion el
l SIXTH GRADF ‘ SEVENTH GRADFE I FIGHTH GRADF | _ W.a8.6
SIXTH GRADE |  SEVENTHGRADE |  EIGHTH GRADE e
Lesson 5: Creating a Centiral Idea/Thesis 8l
3 Lesson 15: Drafting the Full Essay
2l n o o o Z|
8[| |Lesson é: Planning with Graphic Organizers <] |  SIXTHGRADE | SEVENTHGRADE |  EIGHTH GRADE
3 [ SIXTHGRADE |  SEVENTHGRADE | EIGHTHGRAL | |
— | |Lesson 16: Word Choice and Domain-Specific Vocabulary
= E I I I 1
Lesson 7: Developing Body Paragraph h
[ SIXTHGRADE | SEVENTHGRADE | EIGHTH GRADE 4 [Lesson 17: Writing with an Objective, Formal Tone
%1 I 1 4 i~

| Lesson 8: Using Examples and Anecdotes
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Lesson 18: Revising for Audience and Purpose
I I

Lesson 9: Explaining Relationships Clearly

Lesson 19: Adding Formatting and Visuals
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. | SIXTHGRADE |  SEVENTH GRADE |  EIGHTH GRADE u

Lesson 10: Strengthening Explanation Through Comparison

Lesson 20: Editing, Revising, and Publishing
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Ll This unitis designed to help middle school ELA students (grades 6-8) leam how to
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1 EXPOSITORY WRITING TIPS
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Lesson Lesson Overview -
1 What Is Expository Writing? Students define expository wiiting, analyze mentor texs,
and distinguish it from narrative and argumentative writing.
2 Key Characteristics of Expository Wrifing: Students identify elements of strong
expository writing, including central idea, organization, explanation, and fone.
3 Choosing and Narrowing a Topic: Students move from broad ideas fo focused,
explainable topics that can be clearly organized.
4 Expository Text Structures: Students explore common structures (cause/effect,
compare/contrast, efc.) and how they organize ideas
5 Developing a Central Idea (Thesis): Students write clear, focused fhesis statements
that guide their explanations.
6 Planning with Graphic Organizers: Students plan their essays by organizing ideas info
logical sections.
7 Developing Body Paragraphs: Students write focused paragraphs that explain one 4
main idea at a fime.
8 Using Examples and Anecdotes: Students strengthen writing with relevant examples
that support their explanations. N
9 Explaining Relationships Clearly: Students explain connections between ideas
(cause/effect, process, comparison).
10 Through € Students use comparison fo deepen bar
clarity and understanding.
1 Quotations and Students incorporate information from
sources fo support explanations
12 Drafting Infroductions: Students write infroductions that clearly present the topic and
central idea.
13 Drafting Conclusions: Students write conclusions that reinforce the central idea and as:
synthesize key points.
L 14 | Transitions and Cohesion: Students use fransitions o connect ideas and improve flow.
rafting the Full Essay: Students combine all elements to draft a complete expository
15 Drafting the Full Essay: Students combine dll elements fo draft et it
essay.
ord Choice and Domain-Specific Vocabulary: Students refine language for
16 Word Choice and Domain-Specific Vocabulary: Students refine language f
precision and clarity.
17 | Wriing with an Objective, Formai Tone: Sfudents develop an acaderic fone and P
avoid informal or opinion-based language.
18 Revising for Audience and Purpose: Students revise for clarity, structure, and
effectiveness.
19 | Adding Fomatiing and Visuas: Students enhance wriing with formaiing and visual
elements where appropriate.
20 Editing, Revising, and Publishing: Students edit for conventions and finalize their
wiiting
21 Writing Celebration: Students share, reflect, and celebrate their completed work.

[ SIXTHGRADE | SEVENTHGRADE | EIGHTH GRADE
Lesson 11: Integrating Quotations and Paraphrases
SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE
B[+ ccsswez - Wea |- coswra - Wi ccsswa2 ¢ W84
%|+ cCsswé2a+ WS |+ ccsswr72a  + W75 |+ CCsswB2a * W8S
Q| CCsswe2p+ W6 [« CCSsw72p + W7.6 CCsswg2p * W86
Z|. CcCsswe2c* W4I10[. cCsswr72c + W79 ccsswgac * W89
|- ccssws2d . CCSssw.72d  + W.7.0|. ccssw.ag2d * W8.10
L CCSS.W.6.2e + CCSS.W.7.2e + CCSs.W.8.2e
«  CCSS.W.6.2f +  CCSS.W.7.2f + CCSS.W.8.2f
« | can strengthen my expository writing by smoothly integrating a short
g’ quotation or paraphrased idea while maintaining my own voice.
Q « Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas,
g concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content
1. Lesson Eleven Slides
E 2. Copies of ing Qi and P P Pages
*| 3. student outines from Lessons ¢-10
Set the Purpose
1. Say: Over the last few lessons, we've strengthened our body paragraphs by
explaining relationships clearly and using comparison to sharpen ideas.
Today, we're adding one more advanced move: briefly incorporating
outside information to strengthen credibility and clarity.
2. Clarify that the goalis support, credibility, and clarity and that the goal is
g NOT long quotations or overwhelming the paragraphs. Remind them:
5 v This is NOT a research paper.
é v We are NOT adding long blocks of text.
v We are NOT letting sources take over our paragraph.
v We ARE learning how tfo integrate support smoothly.
Direct Instruction
1. Using the teaching slides, walk students through the difference between
weak infegration and strong integration.
2. Slide Content: Teach the structure: Infroduce — Insert — Explain — Connect

+ | canreflect on their writing process

4 P
S -] . N
B %| | Lesson 21: Writing Celebration
19 o
[ 10) <Z( SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE
P
13 Q|+ CCSSW.62 - W64 |+ CCSSW72 - W74 - CCSswsg2 -+ W84
: + CCSSW.6.2a » W65 |+ CCSSW72a « W75 + CCSSW.82a + W85
o . a CCSSW.6.2b » W66 |+ CCSSW72b « W76 - CCSSWB82b + W86
" “~» Z|- CCSSW.62c » W.6.10 CCSSW.7.2c « W79 CCSs.W82c + W89
g S - CCss.w.6.2d -« CCssw.7.2d -+ W.7.10 CCss.w.82d + WB8.10
I ©l. Cccssw.6.2e + CCSSW.7.2e + CCSss.w.8.2e
8 +  CCSS.W.6.2f + CCSSW.7.2f + CCSS.W.8.2f
)
2
| o @ |+ I'can edit my writing for conventions and prepare a final draft for submission.
>
5 + | can edit for grammar, punctuation, and speling
[ E + | can prepare a polished final draft
& o
o

1. Lesson Twenty-One Slides
2. Copies of your choice of worksheets for students based on the format you
choose: Small Group, Gallery Walk, or Author’s Chair

PREP

3. Copies of Expository Writing Rubrics to assess students

Set the Purpose
1. Explain to students that today, they will celebrate the essays they have
completed during this unit by sharing their writing with an audience.

2. Remind students that informational writing is designed to teach readers

something new, so today their goal is not only o share their workly

learn from the ideas and explanations in their classmajg

TEACHING

3. Explain that students will read or listen to several
they learn using a structured worksheet.

Direct Instruction

TEACHING

. Explain that writers often share their worl
communicate ideas and teach others 4

act as both authors and readers.

N

. When students read or listen to essays|

o e

v learning new information about ¢

v noficing strong explanations
v identifying effective writing techni




EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN AND RESOURCES

name: TEACHER KEY

PART 1: Clarify Your Thinking

Before writing your thesis, answer these questions clearly.
1. What s your fopic?

Caiiin Clark’s i

2. Whatis your cl

Date: Period!

Creating an Expository Thesis Statement

Name:

TEACHER KEY

Date: Period:

Write Your Thesis. Use this structure:

Topic + clear focus + preview of organization

Draft your thesis:

Caitlin Clark has contributed to increased WNI
driving record felevision ratings, and

BA revenue by boosting ficket sales,
ise and i

r 2-3|

Name: Date: Period!

2 Defintio Creating an Expository Thesis Statement

Q Classific
X

Guided Practice
1. Students need to write their first thesis draft, identify their structure, and
underline the previewed sections.

Name:
nl:_|

n2:_|
n 3 if

Date:

Write Your Thesis. Use this structure:
Topic + clear focus + preview of organization

Draft your thesis:

List your 2-3 main sections below:

EXIT

TICKET

Period:

EXIT TICKET Writing a thesis statement

section 1:
2. You can have students do @ partner check and have them read each Section 2:
©|  other's thesis statements, and have them check:
z .
§| ¢ oosskamus oraions CReATIN9 A THESIS STATEMENT
% v Does it preview the structure clearly?
7| v fptesdice - 1 || WHAT iS AN eXPOSITORY THeSIS STATEMENT?
3. Studk i
+ You 4. Slide: What Is a Thesis in Expository Writing? g A one-sentence explanation of vvmm youv.essay will clarify or examine.
even ¥ An expository thesis statement: Usucll the st senfence of your infroduction.
o + States the main idea clearly & It previews how your essay will be organized.
ol . Stays objective & It stays objective and avoids persuasion.
=z B b th Lk & An thacis axnloine b ol L ok .
. . coney CREATING A THESIS STATEMENT
l| | Lesson 5: Creating a Central Idea/Thesis o<
ausq
SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE has in i N
" 1| WUAT iS AN eXPOSITORY THeSIS STATENENT?
af- ccssw.é2 . owed |7 CCSS.W.7.2 w7 .+ CCssws2 | W84 A
S| cosswszal WL |- cosswrza T WId . cosweza | gt growil - &/ A one-sentence explanation of what your essay will clarify or examine.
[=] CCSs.W.6.2b + CCSSW72b | . CCsswa2b | Com)
2| coswenc: wes |1 i wre |1 S | W3S & Comd /' Usually the [ast sentence of your infroduction.
=|+ ccssw.éad o CCSsW72d ool t CESSWB2d | g, It previews how your essay will be organized.
“. ccssw.é2e + CCSS.W.7.2e N + CCss.w.a8.2e @ Classil
« CCSS.W.6.2f + CCSS.W.7.2f + CCSs.w.a.2f hierar Vi stays objective and avoids persuasion.
sych
+ I can write informative/explanatory fexts to examine a fopic and convey @ B y' & An expository thesis explains. It does not argue or fry o convince.
@ Defini
2| ideascleaty. citici{  COOD eXAMPLES NOT SO COOD eXAMmPLeS
0. i i debaf
8|+ 1can produce clear and coherent wiiing appropriate fo fosk and purpose. & BRI ciin Clork's onival in fhe WNBA. X'Too Generd]
S|+ 1can develop and sirengthen writing through planning and revising. & :"We has increased league revenue through higher  Social media is important
I raink ticket sales, expanded media coverage, and
| can write routinely for extended time frames. word Growing sponsorship inferest. T ——
1. Lesson Five Presentation Slides. QUESTIO|  + Compare/Contrast: Texiing and social media izt:;)‘\j;rhkou\d eliminate
E 2. Copies of Expository Writing Thesis Statement/Central Idea reference page i 1. What differ in audience, fone, and purpose.
a-| 3. Copies of the thesis statement and checklist worksheet for students 2. What ' Classification: Fast food menus use visual X Asking a Question
hierarchy, pricing techniques, and color Why do people procrastinate?
4. Copies of the exit fickets EXPOSITq psychology to influence customer decisions.
Set the Purpose 1. Causel </ pefinition: Cancel culture refers to public online "; f‘h'.“s"‘;’s”s’(‘]cﬁm";xpmm
L 1 last o d bout how f ing based 2. Classif crificism that offen involves accountability, g
. “Last lesson, we made decisions about how to organize our wriing base = debate, and social conseauences. Fosne
i ; . Comp
on our fopic. Today, we are turning your topic and structure info a thesis o I 1o corioraions waik ThraUGR.OaTS  Vided geimes allect peops
that clearly tells the reader what you will explain.” 4. Definity training, pattem prediction, and step-by-step
©| Direct Instruction 5. Proce: _wordseleciion
% 1. Display the Lesson Five Presentation. Basic form{ QUESTIONS TO ANSWeR TO DeveLOP A THeSIS STATeMeNT:
9| 2. suide: which i stronger and whyz 1. What exactly am | explaining? 3. What are my main sections?
w 2. What structure am | using? 4. Is my thesis objective and clear?
v A.Social media is important. ’ ; ’
¥ B. Social media affects teenage communication in several ways. EXPOSITORY WRITINS THESIS BASIC FORMULAS:
3. Students write a short explanation and then do a quick share-out — 1. Cause/Efiect: alfect oy : »and
4. Say: Today we are tuming your fopic and structure info  thesis that clearly 2. Classification: __use___,____, and -to -
3. Compare/Contrast: and differin . and
tells the reader what you will explain
4. Definition: refers to and includes and
5. Process: ocaurs through , and
Basic formula: Topic + Structure Preview + Focus

Each lesson plan includes a section for the standards, objective,
preparation, learning period, and closing. It also includes any student
materials, reference sheets, teacher examples, and answer keys.

CREATING AN EXPOSITORY THESIS STATEMENT

PART 1: Clarify Your Thinking

Before writing your thesis, answ|

questions clearly.

is. Use this structure:

NOT SO 900D eXAMPLeS

1.
2 PROCeSS TuUeSiS FORMVULA:
] ropic Spuctre

ortant.

DEFiNiTiON THeSIS FORMVLA:

Topic

c

se

CLASSIFICATION THEeSIS FORMVULA:

Structure Preview

,and __ |

Topic Focus
affects

0D+ < m

by

CAVSE/EFFECT TUeSiS FORMVLA:

Focus
hcludes . __.and______ N
COMPARE/CONTRAST THESIS FORMVULA:
Steuctua— Focus
in ,____,and_____

S

EXPOSITORY TUESIS STATEMENTS

v 1t ctve

EXPOSITORY THESIS STATEMENTS

pository

EXPOSITORY TUESIS STATEMENTS

EXPOSITORY THESIS STATEMENTS

iews

AN lﬂ||\/| EXPOSITORY TUESIS STATEMENTS

CREATING A

CENTRAL iDEA/THESIS STATEMENT

entence
ition of

A=A =R [-F ©59Y
= = fy or B
] — ] —— e.

The lesson’s teaching slides have
everything you need to teach the

lesson: teaching slides, examples, and

concept breakdowns.



EXAMPLE OF LESSON TWO'S SLIDES

I
EXIT TICKET MENTOR TEXT#3
e —— Part 3: Improve Transitions:| J=1T2 /=% .
§ rocrasinoton soausbecaue ol oo oo wemandl- Pyrt 4: Revise for Objective Tone Add stror Part 2: Strengthen Explanation of
2wneneisonmool  MENTOR TEXT#3 1.Replace informal or o MENTOR TEXT#3 Ideas
SEEe= Part 5: Rewrite the € language with neutra MENTOR TEXT#3 or phrose Part 2: Strengther 1. Original Sentence: "When
o™t cument conclusionis| - wording. Replace: Part 3: Improve | ideas: | of1d ’ students look at a big
fiseasand persuasive. +freak Oﬁ” stronger transitiq 1. Origi Spiaeas assignment, their brain can
: a2 . - PRI L Osi Ally . 1" e
m a little.” Rewrite to
Why Do We Procrastinate? lea Why Do We Procrastinate? PACE 4/4

Procrastination is when people wait until the last minute
to do things. A lot of students procrastinate on homework
and projects. It happens all the fime and is very common.

Sometimes people procrastinate because tasks are hard.
They might feel stressed or bored, so they do somefhmg else
instead. Students often go on their phones or wafek-

on

Part 1: Identify the Issues
1. Highlight or underline phrases
that sound informal or
conversational

Procrastination happens becau:
and it affects many students. Even
procrastination means someone s |

frg

with how the brain reacts to stress df
When students look at a big assi

MENTOR TEXT#1

However, procrastination is not permanent.
Since habits can form, they can also

PAGE 2/4 he writer

MENTOR TEXT#1

MENTOR TEXT#1

A CLEAR CONC

hanaa Rranking large tasks into smaller
tress, which lowers the brain’s
onse. In the same way, setting
rs can help create new,

LUSION

Q vo T

In addition to emotional reac
habits also play a role in procray
¢l Habits form when the brain repqg
same pattern over time. For exa
student regularly scrolls through

O

unpleasant. As a result, the brain looks

md

ac

Writing that

One reason people procrastinatd MENTOR TEXT#1 A final paragraph that reinfol
way the brain reacts to difficult tasks. Wh—Daaie n i teed idecs el halne dh
task feels overwhelming or stressful, thd " Iy
emotional center, called the amygda R
sends a signal that something feels ha foR'hAl-) OBJeCTIVe TONe

ounds academic and

ol

EXPLANATION OF iDeAS

g
o
h

an lict frerte

The writer does more th

A STRON9, FOCUSED iNTRODUCTION
A beginning paragraph that infroduces

They explain how and v
information matters.

Example: This response

FOCVUSeD BODY PARAIRAPUS

Each paragraph explains one main
point related to the central idea.

n
ReLeVANT FACTS AND eXAMPLES

Information that directly supports and
explains the topic without going off-
topic.

A
e
g

Example: The amygdala
signals stress when a task
feels overwhelming,
which can trigger
avoidance behavior.

b brain reacts to

5 reinforce
V.
btterns.

background,
b cenfral idea.

stfruggle to start

stinatinn ~fton

out personal opinions or
inguage.

ocrastination is

4 TRANSITIONS TUAT CONNeECT iDeAS

Words and phrases that smoothly link
‘ sentences and paragraphs so the
writing flows.

Example: This response
I matters because it shows

Dy neurological
pral factors.

N

y and lets the
hat will be

bstination

occurs because of brain 1l
responses to stress and
repeated habits.

BA (THESIS STATEMENT)
t states the main

0

PANIZATIC

a clear order th
s the reader fol

hts struggle to st
crastination off

KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF EXPOSITORY WRITING
v/ A clear central idea (thesis statement)

[ V/ A strong, focused introduction

V Logical
V/ Focuse
/| OF EXPOSITORY WRITING
¥ Expland
 Transitid
/ Formal,
Y Aclear

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

7

Ex
Bl =l E

OIAPTIA CHLL THE INGPY TEACHS




TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED FOR ALL 21 LESSONS

CHOOSING AND
NARROWINC A TOPIC

-

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
OF EXPOSITORY WRITING

Q(PLAININ(‘-?‘

EXPOSITORY
TRANSITiION WORDS

—

w | USING EXAMPLES
vaggrPsgxsTETI\%ﬁeYs u AND ANECDOTES

EDITING AND REVISING
EXPOSITORY ESSAYS

A\

INTRODUCTION
CREATING AN

EXPOSITORY ESSAY OVTLINE

TO EXP

EXPOSITORY

ONCLVSION PARAGRAPHS

ADDING VISUALS
AND FORMATTING

~——

= 0 |

o O2 11

<

BLISHING AND
FI FRPATION

CREATING AN

EXPOSITORY ESSAY OVTLINE

2 I o

EXPOSITORY ESSAY
BODY PARAGRAPHS

STRENGTHENING

EXPLANATION. TUROVCH COMPARISONS

EXPOSITORY

INTRODVUCTION.PARAGRAPUS

7

INTEGRATING

QUOTATIONS AND PARAPURASES

-

TEACHER EXAMPLE #2

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH
TOPIC: Teen Sleep
Teen sleep deprivation is influenced by

TEACHER EXAMPLE #2

CLUSION PARAGRAPH

Teen Sleep

n Breakdown

led Thesis: Teen sleep deprivation is influenced by several
ant factors that affect students' daily lives.

sev
dail

fim
tee
en

tog

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

TEACHER EXAMPLE #1

egrl TOPIC: Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue

is restated in new words so the reader is reminded of
s focus.

ain Ideas: Changes in biological sleep cycles, early
[nes, and increased screen time all contribute to the

Conclusion Breakdown
+ Restated Thesis: Caitlin Clark's impact on women'’s b
beyond her individual statistics and achievements.
v The thesis is restated in new words to remind rea
central idea.

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH
TOPIC: Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue

21

TEACHER EXAMPLE #1

lark’s impact on women's basketball

|

importance of the topic.

| SeNTeNCe STARTERS:

Vi

g/ Understanding this fopic helps readers

recognize...

@ Final Thought: End with a clear final
statement that reinforces the

beyond her individual statistics and
nts. Her record-breaking
Les have drawn national attention to

(§)" the reader of the key points from the
E’ body paragraphs. This should summarize

‘/UITi

by restating the thesis in a new way. Do

SeNTeNCe STARTERS:
~/Overo|l, several important factors explain...
~/When examining ___, it becomes clear thaf
~/In summary, ___ can be better understood

looking at...

mately, the issue of

involves several

' Restate the Thesis: The conclusion begins
i NOT copy the thesis word-for-word.

.. Summarize the Main Ideas: Briefly remind

ideas rather than repeat entire sentences.

eNCe STARTERS:

st, __ plays an important role in...

1.

DRAFTING THE |

cuL_avnosiTORY €$SAY

WORD CHOICE

AND DOMAIN-SPECIFIC VOCABULARY |-

Fm_g;

!WRITING WITH AN

0OBJeCTive AND FORMAL TONE

V=) | &
i —
— =
M= | &
A \
—— Q
M= | &
b S e
— =

Q

r

REVISING FOR

AUDIENCE AND_PURPOSE

00
aaae

EXPOSITORY CONCLUSION STRUCTVURE:

J Restate the Thesis: The conclusion begins
by restating the thesis in a new way. Do

NOT

copy the thesis word-for-word.

*/ Summarize the Main Ideas: Briefly remind

the reader of the key points from the body

paragraphs. This should summarize ideas
rather than repeat entire sentences.

*/ Final Thought: End with a clear final

statement that reinforces the importance

of the topic.

2.

WUAT iS THe PURPOSe OF A CONCLVUSION?

The conclusion paragraph brings the
essay to a clear ending. It reminds the
reader of the main ideas and
reinforces the overall explanation of
the topic.

A strong conclusion should restate the

EXPOSITORY

CONCLVSION PARAGRAPUS

A} 4 [N ¢




EXAMPLES AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS INCLUDED

Name

STH|

Name: TEACHER KEY

Date: Period:

STRUCTURE ANALYSIS SHEET: Analyzing Expository Text Stru

cture

BODY PARAGRAPH #2 DRAFT
REVISED WITH ADDED PARAPHRASING

TEACHER EXAMPLE

Another effect of Caitlin Clark’s presence in the WNBA is expanded media

Name: TEACHER KEY

Date: Period:

nomeTEACHER EXAMPLE #1

‘laﬁonul television

TEACHER EXAMPLE: DRAFT 2

Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue

Date: Period:

Expository Essay Infroduction Paragraph Outline

growth in national popularity and

STRUCTURE ANALYSIS SHEET: Analyzing Expository Text Structure || HOOK: The HOOK INTRODUCES T TOPIC AND CAPTURES The ReADER'S ATTENTION. A HOOK SHOULD
(CONNeCT DiReCTLY TO THe TOPIC OF The eSSAY.
1o]| Mame: TEACHER KEY Date: Period EXAMPLES OF HOOKS [ SENTENCE STARTERS
Choosing the Best Structure for My Topic v Asurprising o interesting fact | v Many people are unaware that...
v Agel
v Abr
1. Topic: How Caitlin Clark Impacted WNBA Revenue 7 maud| INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH TEACHER
Part 1: Identify Possible Structures — TOPIC: Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue
1. Which structure(s) could you use to explain your topic? Check all that apply. —
2. X Definii fai Inrecent years, women's basketball has gained unprecedented
efinition

fans across the country. Much of this excitement has been fueled by st

who are changing the way people view the sport. One of the most infls

TEACHER EXAMPLE: DRAFT 3

Caitlin

Clark and WNBA Revenue

In recent years, women’s basketball has experienced significant growth in national popularity and

media attention. A growing number of fans have begurya
women’s basketball, particularly as standout athletes b
of the most influential players in this movement is Cai

breaking audiences and sparked national

1 £l ” d callagia,

un closely following professional and collegiate
bring new energy to the sport. One of the most

Her performances have attracted record-breaking

TEACHER EXAMPLE: DRAFT 4

Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue

In recent years, women’s basketball has experienced significant growth in national popularity and

TEACUER

EXAMPLE

wing and collegiate

Name: TEACHER EXAMPLE  pgte: Period: 2 [<d conill| Neme: Date: Period: i i 5
— ) and contril energy and visibility to the sport. One
" : in this movement is Caitlin Clark, whose performances have drawn reci
Expository Essay Body Paragraphs Outline on small Group Writing Share Worksheet . R
er performances have attracted record-
. . iod: s each group member reads parf o eir essay, record what you learn and what you
BODY PARAGRAPH #1 Name:TEACHER EXAMPLE #1 pgte: Period: As each ber reads part of d what you I d what P
7]| nofice about the writing. . : .
Topic One major way Caitlin Clark has increased WNBA revenue " . " Several W en’s athletics. Caitlin Clark has
o e i .hmgjh highyer game aftendance. Expository Essay Conclusion Paragraph Outline 1 Essay T ok Caalicend
" . . " it . Essay Topic: __How Coral Reefs
Restate the Thesis: The conclusion begins by restating the thesis in a new way. example, f ¥ Top! Name: TEACHER EXAMPLE Date: Period:
Do NOT copy the thesis word-for-word. tchh Something | learned from this essa:
watch her
- s - : Coral reefs provide habitat for thot i
Detail 1: Since her arrival in the league, multiple teams have Sentence starters: d provi L Gallery Walk Learning Sheet
Fact / - reported record-breaking ficket sales when she plays. v Overall, several important factors explain... aswellasq| One explanation that helped clarif| AS You walk around the room reading different essays, record information you learn from
E: v When examining __, it becomes clear that... " several classmates’ essays.
"|| BODY PARAGRAPH #1 DRAFT TEACHER EXA|| [| ¥ Insummary, revenue suf | The essay R 1 - I —Detall
©One major way Caitlin Clark has increased WNBA revenue is through higher game v uttimately, thf| TEACHER EXAMPLE: FIRST COMPLETE DRAF One strong writing mov 5
overall fin: TEACHER EXAMPLE: FINAL DRAFT wer
Expland| attendance. Since her arival in the league, muitiple teams have reported record-breaking Restate the Thesi| word choice): back
sales when she plays. In one notable away game, fans lined up outside the arena hours bq Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue An{| The author used specifi
tipoff and fraveled from neighboring states just fo see her compete. This surge in attendand In recent years, women’s basketball has become more popular. M{| cparkcs aa Jackson 1
more than create excitement; it directly increases revenue through ticket purchases, cond b 2. Essay Topic: _ Why 5¢|
Detail 2| and merchandise sales. As arenas sell out more , teams generate inc he pJ| more attenton to the sport, especially because oftlented players who ar{ | 1 iong) ]| 2 E55Y TOPIE: ——=—] ey ks oEe
Fact/ " . 5 " N aragraphs. This Something | learned fro: English 8
Examp expand their fan base. Because ficket sales are a primary source of income for professiond| || | PA"A9rar! Who has had a big impact s Caitlin Clark. Her performances have brougl{| i nevwd | focus and energy fevel nglis
ons, the rise in has played a si role in boosting o Sentence starfer: ) N —_— Period 4
league revenve.  First edit of body paragraph #1 (Using a brief anecdote correctly) v First, __ play]| basketball and started many conversations about the sport. Caitlin Clark | 4uring wN| One explanation that h MR o03
—F : . arc
v Another imp« . . protein and whole grail
Explan BODY PARAGRAPH #2 DRAFT v Additionally, basketball by increasing attention to the sport, inspiring younger athletes) platforms, # Caitlin Clark and WNBA Revenue ]
Another effect of Caitlin Clark’s presence in the WNBA is expanded media coverage. Her v Together, thd ne:sirong wiing movi . . o .
coverage. il online i Tha Gitid In recent years, women’s basketball has experienced significant growth in national
have been featured in a higher number of national television broadcasts compared to pre — word choice): Ihe auihg
seasons. felevision exposure aracts larger audiences, which in fun raises adve Lf | ol One way Caitlin Clark has increased WNBA revenue is through hl| 1 2 ¢ nutrition impacts learni popularity and media attention. A growing number of fans are closely following professional and
3| Herrecord-bre e e
Detall 3| enve for networks and the league. Clark's popularity has also led fo significant growth in s i . collegiate women’s basketball, particularly as standout athletes bring renewed energy and W
(option| her playing styl|| Many teams have seen more fans coming to games when she plays. For ¢ A
Fact/ || media with highlights, i , and game clips millions of views. e 3. Essay To chatabl visibility to the sport. One of the most influential players in this movement is Caitlin Clark. Her ns
Exampll| Because both national broadcasts and viral social media content increase visibility, they worl]| €Y&!S: 1N additif | o iside arenas hours before games and traveled long distances just to watch her play. X N . .
ter visibility Something | learned fro performances have attracted record-breaking audiences and sparked widespread national
together fo expand the league's audience and make the WNBA more valuable fo advertisers|| _greater visibility
oy o ” ™ " ) means teams make more money from tickets and from food and sales insif| Renewable energy soul attention to women’s athletics. Caitlin Clark has influenced women’s basketball by increasing
Expland| sponsors. This online attention increases sponsorship opportunities, as brands are more likely #f( Final Thought: Ei at
invest in athletes and leagues that generate widespread visibility. As media coverage expand| foPIC. Because ticket sales are a big part of how sports teams make money, this increase in at{| One explanation that h national attention to the sport, expanding media coverage, and contributing to measurable s
release harmful emissio
across platforms, the league benefits through deals, partner. startet N bt oo b b otR ] financial growth within the leaguc.
v elped the league earn more revenue. I
and ip growth. Understandin One strong writing mov
" | v Learning abo o . Game Attendance
Closingl| gt e it of body paragraph #2 (made the relationship explicit: clearly stated how broadcast || v Recognizing Another way Caitlin Clark has affected the WNBA is through media coverage. || word choice): The authd ) . ]
Transitid | exposure AND social media visibility combine fo increase financial value.) ¥ AS more peo| nonrenewable energy One major way Caitlin Clark has increased WNBA revenue is through higher game
Senten shown on television more often than many games in the past. More television coveragd| ——— e T A (o .
" : WNBA 2024 Season Avay Game Atendance
BODY PARAGRAPH #3 DRAFT Final Thought:_| =
Caitlin Clark has also contributed fo increased merchandise sales across the league. || As more fans cof| viewers. When more people watch the games, networks can charge more money for ad| reported record-breaking attendance during
jersey quickly became one of the fop-selling items in the WNBA, indicating strong fan demanf| important part of| - Clark is also very popular on social media, where highlights and game clips often get games in which Clark plays. For example, v
Unlike typical regular-season merchandise sales, which often remain steady throughoutthe | — | )
. . . fans have lined up outside arenas hours
Clark's Jersey sales surged immediately after her debut, demonstrating an unusual spike in Because more people are watching the WNBA on TV and online, the league is gaining a larger audience
o 3 before tipoff and traveled from neighboring
consumer interest. When fans purchase jerseys, apparel, and team , the league
and becoming more valuable to advertisers. )
additional revenue beyond ficket sales. Teams have also reported increased demand for branded states to watch her compete. This increase
products, both in arenas and through online stores. This surge in merchandise purchases shows how Caitlin Clark has also helped increase merchandise sales. Her jersey quickly became one of the in attendance does more than generate §
heightened player visibility can directly influence consumer behavior and create new income L
most popular items in the WNBA. Fans want to buy jerseys and other team merchandise to support her excitement; it increases ticket revenue as
streams for the league.
Added a (Unlike typical regul sales...). This clarifies and the league. When fans buy these products, the league earns more money beyond ticket sales. Teams
the scale of impact, makes the growth more measurable, shows this is not normal demand, and
strengthens the explanation. have also reported selling more merchandise both in arenas and online stores. This shows that Clark’s




STUDENT REFERENCE PAGES AND BOOKLET

alsle ReViSING FOR AUDiENCe AND PURPOSE
MAKIN9 EXPLANATIONS CLEAR FOR YOUR ReADER CAPITALIZATION Move OR SUBSTiTUTe

Strong informational writing helps readers understand ideas clearly. When revising an QProper nouns
essay, writers must think about their audience and fheir purpose. QPaper headings o S\Zil?ne;nv:gggfgé ‘;'Uﬁ%‘::gemo&e M, b
Qsentence beginnings gl C o gt 70 g,
4iil VISUAL LeNeNTS AND FORMATTING | vemeres , g ; o
usA WRITiN9 iN AN OBJECTive AND FORMAL TONe o f oo, PUES py 7 € £
Strong inf tional writi t only cl its id but alk ized E\Sb 1 iTil H 5 S
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MENTOR TEXT#1

How Social Media Algorithms Work

Social media algorithms are systems that decide what content users
see when they open an app. Instead of showing posts in the order
they were created, algorithms organize content based on what the
platform predicts a user will find interesting. These predictions are
made by tracking user behavior, such as what posts someone likes,
comments on, shares, or watches for a long time.

For example, if a user frequently watches cooking videos, the
algorithm begins fo show more food-related confent. Over time, the
system continues adjusting based on new activity. This process is
designed to keep users engaged by showing them content similar to
what they have interacted with before.

Although users may not see every post from the accounts they follow,
the algorithm prioritizes posts it believes are most relevant. In this way,
social media algorithms shape the online experience by filtering and

organizing content according to patterns in user behavior.
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