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21 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

21 teacher PDF and Google Slides presentations covering focused topics, 
narrowing ideas, expository structures, writing introductions, developing body 
paragraphs, transitions, elaboration, conclusions, revising, editing, and more
Fully scaffolded writing practice with modeled examples and clear teacher 
support
Mentor text studies, graphic organizers, and interactive notebook pages
Built-in expository writing reference booklet for student use

Rubrics, checklists, and writing conference tools for self-, peer-, and 
teacher feedback
Teacher answer keys, sample passages, and flexible pacing guides
100% digital and print student notebooks and teaching slides

This flexible expository writing unit gives students the structure and support they need to write 
clear, organized, and well-developed informational essays, without leaving you to figure out how 
to teach every step on your own. With scaffolded lessons, built-in modeling, mentor examples, and 
ready-to-use materials, students learn how to introduce topics clearly, organize ideas logically, 
develop paragraphs with relevant details, and write with precision and clarity. Whether you are 
introducing expository writing for the first time, trying to make informational writing feel less 
overwhelming, or helping students move beyond vague, underdeveloped responses, this unit 
gives you a clear roadmap for teaching expository writing in a way that is manageable, effective, 
and actually helps students grow.
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This Expository Writing Unit gives students the scaffolds, models, and strategies they need to move beyond 
vague, surface-level responses into clear, organized, and well-developed informational writing. Through 
engaging lessons, mentor text studies, and structured writing practice, students learn how to narrow topics, 
organize ideas logically, develop paragraphs with relevant details, and explain information clearly for a 
reader. With step-by-step guidance, they’ll gain confidence as writers who can teach, explain, and 
communicate ideas with clarity and purpose.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
ü Expository Structure: Understand the purpose and structure of expository writing
ü Focused Topics: Narrow broad ideas into clear, explainable topics
ü Introductions: Write introductions that clearly introduce the topic and preview what is to come
ü Body Paragraphs: Organize writing so each paragraph develops one clear part of the topic
ü Elaboration and Evidence: Develop ideas with facts, examples, explanations, and relevant details
ü Transitions and Organization: Connect ideas clearly and guide readers through the piece
ü Precise Language: Use specific language and domain-specific vocabulary to explain ideas clearly
ü Conclusions: Write conclusions that bring the information together and leave the reader with clarity
ü Revising and Editing: Strengthen organization, clarity, elaboration, and conventions
ü Publishing: Prepare polished final drafts for authentic sharing

📚 Why this works:
This unit turns expository writing into a clear, manageable process for both teachers and students. Instead 
of asking students to “just explain” a topic, it breaks down exactly how expository writing works and gives 
them repeated practice with the structure, thinking, and organization needed to do it well. Reluctant 
writers get the support they need to stay focused and organized, while stronger writers are pushed to 
elaborate more clearly and communicate ideas with greater precision.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want a step-by-step expository writing sequence that is ready to use.
• Students who need structured support for turning ideas and information into organized writing.
• Any middle school ELA classroom working on informational, explanatory, or essay writing.

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPOSITORY WRITING UNIT
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teachers like you have said…
"I absolutely love every resource I buy from 
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it 
correlates with her other resources, and has 
everything you need in it. The standards are 
aligned with every lesson, suggested responses 
are included, clear procedures, learning 
objectives, and so much more.” – Julie N. 

This writing resource is a game-changer. It keeps 
my students engaged with meaningful activities 
that build real writing skills. Prep is minimal—
perfect for busy days—and everything is easy to 
implement. My students are writing more 
confidently and enjoying the process. A must-
have for any writing teacher! –Sixth Grade A. 

“This was one of the first 
products of yours that I 
have purchased, and 
I'm SO beyond glad 
that I did. I love 
everything about it--
ESPECIALLY how you've 
included the lesson 
plans, and examples of 
completed work. I've 
never been more 
pleased with a TPT 
purchase in my life. 
Thank you!” 
- Insightyfully Designed 
Academics

"This resource has made teaching 
narrative writing to my middle 
schoolers a breeze! I love how each 
day is laid out and set up so students 
learn a little bit about narrative 
writing and build their own narratives 
step-by-step. I made a couple of 
changes to some of the mentor text 
examples, as I am using this in 
conjunction with literature circle 
novels, and I wanted it to match 
what my students are currently 
reading. Overall, I have felt so 
organized using this, and most 
importantly, my students have been 
engaged! ” -Samantha S.

This was so helpful to have it all 
planned and laid out for me! I 
loved that the author had 
already found appropriate 
articles that the kids would be 
interested in, and that she laid 
out the positions found in them. 
It took so much work off my 
plate! Plus, my students found 
the debates really helped them 
understand how to defend and 
use evidence, which translated 
into their writing. _Caffeinated 
Learning 



NARRATIVE 
WRITING unit

Includes lesson 
plans, interactive 
notebook lessons, 
lesson materials, 
full-size reference 

materials, and 
graphic 

organizers.

lesson 

presentations
PDF + Google 
Slides lesson 

presentations for 
every lesson to 

display for 
students while 
taking notes or 

learning 
expository 

writing skills. 

TEACHER KEYS , 
EXAMPLES, and guides

The teacher 
examples have all 

notes, outlines, drafts, 
examples, and 

essays. All of these 
are in the lesson plans 

and in the slides to 
display to students as 

well.  
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pacing guides
Breaks down 

the daily lesson 
plans, prep 

you’ll need to 
do, materials or 
articles you will 

need, and 
reading and 

writing 
standards.

Digital resources

Student reference pages

Editable response rubrics
Editable and differentiated 

expository writing rubrics. 
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EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN AND RESOURCES

Each lesson plan includes a section for the standards, objective, 
preparation, learning period, and closing. It also includes any student 

materials, reference sheets, teacher examples, and answer keys. 

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 

lesson: teaching slides, examples, and 
concept breakdowns. 



EXAMPLE OF LESSON TWO’S SLIDES
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TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED FOR ALL 21 LESSONS
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EXAMPLES AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS INCLUDED
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STUDENT REFERENCE PAGES AND BOOKLET

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 
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DIGITAL STUDENT NOTEBOOK AND GOOGLE TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED
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facebook.com/thehungryteacher/

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher

@thehungryteacher8th

thehungryteacherblog.com

https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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