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m . Part/Whole | Understanding how a word fits | A beagle is a fype of twenty-four hours; the time
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ause: stayed u I S. " - roads. opportunity.
= P a mghf i Effe t: . 9 Multiple Some words have different He is very reserved at
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275 WORD MEANINGS CRAMMAR UNIT

This flexible grammar unit helps students truly understand how word meanings work—so they
can confidently determine, analyze, and apply meaning in their reading and writing. Through
clear mini-lessons, interactive notes, and scaffolded practice, students learn to use context
clues, analyze word relationships, and break down unfamiliar vocabulary using strategies like
prefixes, roots, and connotation. With teacher slides, editable student pages, and step-by-step
pacing, this unit makes vocabulary instruction both manageable and meaningful.

\/ 9 step-by-step teacher lesson plans (context clues — commonly confused words —

prefixes — Greek & Latin roots — synonyms & antonyms — connotation & denotation
— homophones — homographs — who vs. whom)

9 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations +
printable/interactive notes for each lesson

Modeled practice + application activities that move from identification to usage
Review game & study guide for spiral practice
Assessment and Self-Grading Google Form (printable + student-friendly)

Teacher answer keys, examples, and flexible pacing

WKKKKKL K

100% digital student response notebook



WORD MEANINGS GRAMMAR UNIT

This flexible grammar unit helps students fruly understand how word meanings work—so they can determine,
analyze, and apply vocabulary with confidence in their reading and writing. Through clear mini-lessons,
interactive notes, and scaffolded practice, students learn to use context clues, analyze word relationships,
and break down unfamiliar words using strategies like prefixes, roots, and connotation. With teacher slides,
editable student pages, and step-by-step pacing, this unit makes vocabulary instruction both manageable
and meaningful.

Here’'s what they’'ll learn

« Context Clues: How to use definition, synonym, antonym, inference, and structure clues to determine the
meaning of unknown words in context.

«  Commonly Confused Words: How to distinguish between commonly misused words and choose the
correct word based on meaning and usage.

« Word Parts (Prefixes + Roots): How to break down words using prefixes, Greek and Latin roots, and affixes
to unlock meaning.

«  Word Relationships: How synonyms and antonyms shape meaning and help clarify vocabulary in context.

« Connotation & Denotation: How word choice impacts tone, meaning, and interpretation beyond
dictionary definitions.

« Multiple-Meaning Words: How to navigate homophones, homographs, and nuanced word meanings in
context.

« Who vs. Whom: How to determine correct usage based on sentence structure and function.

« Apply It to Reading & Writing: Use vocabulary strategies to strengthen comprehension, make precise word
choices, and improve clarity in writing.

Why this works

Instead of memorizing lists of vocabulary words that students forget the next day, students learn how to figure
out meaning in real time while they read and write. Each lesson builds from identifying — analyzing —
applying, so students develop strategies they can actually use across texts and content areas. The structure
keeps practice short, focused, and manageable, while the review game and assessment reinforce
understanding without adding more grading. And because everything is designed for real class periods, it fits
easily into 45-60 minute blocks alongside reading, writing, and conferences.



TeACHERS Like You HAve SAD. ..

| am so excited that | found this! This is such a This grammar resource has everything
wealth of knowledge and resources it will be you need. If's easy to prep, effective,
such a time saver. Also the graphics and font and keeps students learning and
make it very appealing. It is perfect for our engaged. A must-have for teaching
interactive notebooks. | will definitely buy more of grammar with confidence! -Sixth
these! -On Point Teaching Grade A

. It took me a while to get use to
My students need help with implementing this curriculum

their writing. This was a great but | now LOVE it! It was the

L) b.reak e best investment for 6th and

c9nventlons gnd be able 1o now that we are moving to 7th,

discuss ihg different parts one we are using it again! It is

=37 (I, “Hekeny engaging and covers
everything we need it to! Thank
you. —Melanie W

Love this so much. | teach in an online resource room for 7-10th
grade and have used this across multiple grade levels. Thank you!
—Kirsten C.

What a great way to
enhance learning for
Verbs and Adverbs.
Everything | have
purchased from this
creator is amazing. These
lessons are engaging and
digging deeper into verbs
and adverbs. | did not
need all of the lessons for
my Advanced RLA classes,
but my non advanced
classes were very
engaged. -Chastity G.
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Second option for
the interactive
notebook lesson

NOTES FOR INSIDE THE FOLDABLE

Inferences and general context clues:
Relationships, which are not directly apparent , are

s - - inferred or are implied. The reader must look for
W\i (503, 2, )
K s o{mnm//lm@ THE MEANING OF UNKNOWN WORDS o
T # | CLUE | EXPLANATION EXAMPLE
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Sometime

DeFiNiTiON OR EXPLANATION CLVES

| wowes | >
!

INFERONCES AND |

2 OCE(}IMMU/A@ THE MEANING OF UNKNOWN WORDS

[ GLUE HERE

| 9eNeRAL CONTeXT CLues; 4

CLUE

EXPLANATION

EXAMPLE

Second option for
the inferactive
nofebook lesson

£

CONTRAST OR | 3
ANTONYM CLUES

Punctuation
Clues

Sometimes you can use
punctuation clues and type
style fo infer meaning.

Tom's father was a
haberdasher (men’s
shopkeeper) in the story.

ReSTATEMENT OR
{__SYNONYM CLues i

2

Inferences or
General
Context

Relationships, which are not
directly apparent, are inferred
or are implied. The reader

The haberdashery was
Lou's favorite place. He
loved shopping for nice

Second optionfor | |

the interactive
nofebook lesson

LESSON ONE: DETERMINING THe MEANING OF UNKNOWN WORDS

e.

Standards

SiXTH 9RADE

SeveNTH 9RADe

Ei9UTH 9RADE

CONTRAST OR ANTONYM CLVeS

N or phrase’s

ic avnlninad

Sometimes a wd
is clarified by the|

CAVUSe-EFFeCT CLUES

PART/WHOLE Re

Understanding
fits within a largg

entence that
1ce-and-affact

LATIONSHIPS
ITerh/CﬂTeSOR!! cLves

Language: L4, L.4a,
L4b, L4c, L4d, L5,
L

5¢

Language: 1.4, L4a,
L4b, L4c, L4d, L5,
L5c

Language: 1.4, L.4a,
L4, L4c, L4d, LS,
L5c 3

Preparation

Second opfion for
the inferactive

« Copies of Student Interactive Notebook Pages or Quick Notes

« slides for Lesson: Determining the Meaning of Unknown Words 3

Version

nofebook lesson

£

Video
Link(s)

E

T
_w——//
L—-"m w0

Video Link Disclaimer: | o my best fo keep links updated, buf | can not
guarantee they will work if the creator changes the link. I include the fifie
and author so you can search the video in the event the link does not work.

+ How fo Use Context to Determine the Meaning of Words by

Education Portal

https://youtu.be/Wm5d7c0xGH0?si=!

inCEng2bK9

se
ht

Learning
Period

1. Explain fo students that they’re going to learn different strategies

-3

3.

4.

5.

6.

for determining the meaning of unknow words.

the digital vers

Hand out the inferactive notebook or quick notes pages, or assign

fon of the lessons,

Optional: Show the video(s) about determining the meaning of

unknow words.

While showing the video(s), you could have students try to fill out

the inferactive notebook pages themselves.

words, have students fake notes, and/or have them review the
definitions and examples. If you're short on fime, have students
glue in or hole-punch one of the quick-note versions

Display the lesson slides on determining the meaning of unknow

After students have taken notes or you have gone over the notes,

complete the practice siides with students.

|F|O|

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective,

prep, and learning period.

notes, interactive notebook templates, and examples.

MULTiPLEe MEANING WORDS

ng how a word
bbroader category

Some words have dif
based on contel
connotaf

PRACTICe #l

|NG The MeANINS Of THe WORD iN BOLD!

PRACT

USe CONTeXT CLeS TO peTeRmiNe

He felt a little o
clown costume
especially oncsq

huge hat a

PRACTICe #3

USe CONTEXT CLUeS TO DeTeRMiNe Tle MmeANINg Of The WORD iN BOLDI

Jonah looked emaciated after

his bout with the flu- you could

practically see his bones jutting
out; he lost so much weight!

The lesson’s teaching slides have
everything you need to teach the

lesson: teac

hing slides, examples,

and concept breakdowns.
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8L I 1 LESSON TWO: COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS WHO + Theoned ‘ # ‘ CLUE | EXPLANATION EXAMPLE
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Common | SiXTH 9RADe | SeveNTH 9RADe | EigHTH SRADe A4 ROOTS
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bio life
H sl Common SIXTH 9RADe | SeveNTU 9RADe | EigWTL 9RADe || [ Nores | dict sy, AND W % 5
§ Standards BZ;‘L‘A RS SV ) geo earth ‘ SYNONYMS | Words with the same or similar meanings
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versf || Common | siXTU 9RADE | SeVeNTH 9RADe | EiGHTH 9RADe ANTONYM
. anguage: 1.4, L4a, HOMOPHONE ONE | HOMOPHONE TWO Sad
LINK A4b, L.4c, L.4d, LS, invisible gaseous substance [heir: a person legally enfified to the rank
—— . Sl
&e LESSON €i9WT: HONOIRAPUS 3 e e e o
Common SiXTH 9RADE | SeVeNTH 9RADE ‘ EiINTH 9RADE s or Quick Notes ] [ante o prefix mearing "before or "prior
Core eye:he organ of sight HOMOGRAPHS | words that are spelled the same but have
PACE LESSON CONTENT standards | Language bare: nof clothed or covered different meanings. Sometimes, they are even
] L4b, L4c e CrEre— pronounced differently!
3 ALL | Digital Links = LESSON NiNe: WHO AAND WlOM e o —
- Copie - " buy: obiain = D nin wo
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~ e L.4b, L.4c, L.4d, L5, L.4b, L4c, L.4d, L., L4b, L4c, L.4d, L5, I 2 % object used to
7 | Word Meanings 1: Determining the Video Video Lin Lsc Usc Usc ety | CONNOTATIO 4& Anidea or thought thatis suggested | [ o0 C
Meanings of Unknown Words Link(s) ik ] r— s Qresocigied Wiih 9 Wore, be inch
- i T "_rry or be in charge
- gy:ersyrr!;? Copies of Student Interactive Notebook Pages or Quick Notes s DENOTATION %ﬁi; A word's explicit or dictionary o
27 2 Word Meanings 2: Commonly Confused Version p meaning. mething apart
Words | | + Slides for Lesson: Who and whom o reaing Jt or argument
- - e Video Video Link Disclaimer: | do my best fo keep links updated, but | can wronead | WORD DENOTATION CONNOTATION r turn something | [
38 3 Word Meanings 3: Common Prefixes Link(s) not guarantee they will work if the creator changes the link. | include ) =
Learning the title and author so you can search the video in the event the link flou: o powt home A place where one lives; a Comfort, safety, family. ning right now
53 Word Meanings 4: Greek and Latin Roots fesied. €loss Aok work for indcar esidence. ree or oppose
hair: fine thr; child A young human being below | Innocence, youth, future. pmething
- " " " ", the f pubert
70 5 Word Meanings 5: Synonyms and + "Who' vs. "Whom': When fo Use Each by Grammarly :::" b:f:m < 996 o pubery. . t something
Antonyms RS oG58/ AP eSS MG TS R TR MWL NGIP ear: c snake Alegless, scaly repfile. Deceit, danger, treachery. ——
™m *{ || vearning oo o stodonts ot fhevre coma 1o+ oo him: lo refer| mother | A female parent. Nurturing, love, protection.
82 6 Word Meanings é: Connotation and theintf || period : Vj:o"m‘" ioistdentsinatihey e goingieiiearn abourhoion e e shadow | A dark area or shape Mystery, secrecy, meniofwafer
Denotation 5. Displa o produced by a body coming | uncertainty.
Hotes 2. Hand out the inferactive notebook or quick notes pages, or assign e i) DE:Weer\ rays of light and a  or get smaller
q6 7 Word Meanings 7: Homophones . ihe digital version of the lessons. o fobe o e - - Jdon someone or
you're] 5: Gpilonci Show fhe videofs)-about wi ciwh knight: o m chains. A series of linked metal rings Oppression, restriction, bmething
G . . Optional: Show the video(s) about who and whom. knot: fosteni] used for fastening or securing burden.
. i the quf d
2 8 Word Meanings 8: Homographs & s 4. While showing the videol(s), you could have students fry fo fill out know: be a1 something. k that makes fire
: . . made: post garden | A piece of ground, often near | Growth, fertility, paradise oil that bounces
124 q Word Meanings 9: Who and Whom comol theinferacive nofebook poges fhemselves mode o’ e oo - -
- - 5. Display the lesson slides on who and whom, have students fake ptiih flowers, fruit, or vegetables. leaith or condifion
139 REVIEW | Word Meanings Review Game and Study nofes, and/or have them review fhe definifions and examples. If night | The period of darkness in each | Mystery, danger, peace ival or fesfival
Guide you're short on fime, have students glue in or hole-punch one of twenty-four hours; the fime back and forth
- - e auicknote versons from sunset to sunrise.
156 | ASSesSmeNT | Word Meanings: Cumulative Assessment ° o mior | A refleciive surface, now Self-examinafion, ruih, Fp———
6. After students have faken notes or you have gone over fhe notes, typically of glass coated with | vanity.
complete the practice slides with students. a metal amalgam, that Joercase letter
reflects a clear image.
crossroads | An intersection of two or more | Decision, tuming point,
roads. opportunity.
mountain | A large natural elevation of Maiesty, obstacles,
the earth's surface permanence.




STUDY 9uiDe AND SUNMMATiIVE ASSESSMENT

WORD MeANiINAS

COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS

Advice: A noun, meaning guidance offered to help someone make de
Advise: A verb, meaning 10 offer advice or recommend something fo someone.

Accept: To receive or agree to something
Except: Preposition or conjunction. meaning

xcluding or with the exclusion of something.

Affect: A verb, meaning o influence or produce a c

> in something.

Del

DETERMINING THE MEANING OF UNKNOWN WORDS

# | CLUE

EXPLANATION EXAMPLE

Punctuation
Clues

Inferences or

Restatement

and Synonym

Clues

Definition or
Explanation

Clues

Contrast or

PART ONe

What is the denotatior|
a word invokes) of the

My father, the accour|

ANSWER KEY

Circle the correct bolded word:

prefixes?

notation: inexpensi ———

What is the meaning of the prefixes in the bolded words based on your knowledge of the

The submarine silently glided through the depths of the ocean, explorindl I I §
Under, below, beneath

> except the performance evaluation because there was false
n

p gwe@ advise, but not so easy to take it.

For each word given, provide a synonym and an antonym in the
appropriate columns.

1. Irefused to accept / except the performan|
1 information in it.

N

Itis easy fo give advice / advise, but not sof

=

Michael took there/ their / they're dog to i

ol

We are going fo / too / two the movies fonij

«

. The oil spillin the Gulf of Mexico has affecte]
environment in negative ways.

o

The dog buried its / it's bone.

Not everybody shares my principals / princ]

ok

I wanted to go home more than / then | wq}
9. Itis unusual that their / they're / there not
10.I never said you paid me fo / two / foo mud]

11.Anyone who's / whose been fo Wales kno

Antonym

Clues

Cause-Effect

7 Part/Whole

8 ltem/
Category

9 Muttiple
Meaning
Words

Tencier

12.The captain led / lead the final charge in f
13.1like everything about my roommate Matt 4
14.My little sister took to / two / too pieces of ¢
15.1 advice / advise you not fo wait till the last
16.The affect/effect of the new medication we

17.My mom said, "Go wait over their/there/thd

« Antonym Clue (confrasts the meaning with an opposite wi
Explanation/Definition Clue (directly explains the word)
« Example Clue (provides specific examples to show meani

1. The puppy was timid, unlike his sister, who was bold and f

Context Clue Type:

2. The room was in chaos—chairs were knocked over, pape]

everywhere, and people were shouting. Context Clue Typ)

3. The mountain trail was freacherous, with slippery rocks an

dangerous for hikers. Confext Clue Type:

4. Carlais an avid reader; she devours books every weeken|
them. Context Clue Type:

+ Effect: A noun, mearning the resulf or oucome of something She was a very bright | 2 PART eLeveN sible answers.
JlodHomieon Denotation reflecting - X N Synonym Antonym
COMMON PREFIXES ” 3. 1| For each sentence, |der’||'y the correct of the Iel
I | femment. weaith in the form of money The boy was being prd o 1 The wind began to wind through the frees as the storm approached. hold give
PREFIX | MEANING a) The movement of air b) To twist or fum e e
e — GREEAK AND LATIN AFFIXES AND ROOTS Denotation fo push | 4 E o
= = " ~ .| 2.She had to tear the paper fo make it fif info the envelope. go stay
anti- againsh opposing # AFFiXeS MeANiNg EXAMPLE 8s p —
circum- around AND ROOTS gash
o o M PART THiRTeeN warm cold
1 audi hy Audi audible audition ritten story
. For each sentence circle who or whom based on which one is the correct choice start end
S'-U dy g 1] |d e ted Cc h er key t. benevolent, benefactor m toriHhie SEnlence.
v. blography, biodegradable Usd loud quiet
whtoh earligs: Slivcly guicle o 1. 1donot knowwith GhomJwho | il 9¢ to the prom, Toth g
M . " | L
DETERMINING THE MEANIN 2. Wh°m°'e my sandwich? PART THiRTeeN - -
COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS Thd YIRS T For each sentence, identify the comect meaning of the underlined
# CLUE EXP||[- Advice 3 who should | talk fo about labd| For each sentence circle who or whom based on which homograph.
. Advise: aul correct choice for the sentence. 1. The wind began to wind through the trees as the storm approached
1 | Punctuation | Sometimd | [0 4. whomdr‘wes her mother's car tol a) The movement of air b) To twist or furn
Clu aunctucl < i s L.l do not know with whom/who | will 9o o the prom. Il 5 gc o to tear the paper to make it fit info the envelope
COMMON PREFIXES vl > For each set of sentences, label each word in bold, as either negative a) To pull apart or rip b) A hole or opening
or positive in its connotation. There w o
PREFIX | MEANING EXAMPLES Pe| 6. negative connotation for each set. [[FYAT: AR OTONT
7. FRSMVECRBEGATIVE | SENTENCES What is the meaning of the prefixes in the bolded
En| 1 My now neighb]|  prefixes? For each word given, provide a synonym and an antonym in the appropriate columns.
8. i
1 My new neighb 1. The silently glided through the depthf I Word | Synonym Antonym
GREEAK AND LATIN AFFIXES AND ROOTS 5. # | POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE L 0
[ # [ offixes | meaning | EXAMPLE a By PART THREE I
Identifying Context Clue Types. Each sentence provides a cl .
Name: Date: Period: o m bolded word. Identlfy the fype of context clue used. Types of R} LOJ VY RAT T \[AY  Name:
P + Synonym Clue (restates the meaning with a similar word) Safe:
: ate: Period

PART ONe

What s the denotation (literal dictionary meaning) and connotation (an idea or feeling that a
word invokes) of the following underlined words?

My father, the accountant, is very cheap when it comes o buying clothes.

Denotation

She was a very bright student

Denotation c

The boy was being pretty pushy with his younger brother.

Denotation c

Ben’s new gilfriend was a prefty good-looking chick.

Denotation

o ” PART TWO
5. The car was in pristine condition—no scratches or dents,

new. Context Clue Type:

What s the meaning of the following words based on your kn

R ion

Recreate

Readjust

18.The blue shirt

I HUNGRY TEACHER

Use context clues fo determine the meaning of the underlined words below.
Marly is gregarious, not like his brother, who is quiet and shy.
There was a lof of fangible evidence, including fingerprints and DNA, fo prove them

quilty.

It was an idyllic day: sunny, warm, and perfect for o walk in the park.

Emma had a lot of anxiety about the exam, but | had no worries about it.

1.am determined to graduate with honors and my friend is just as resolute.
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EXAMPLE OF LESSON SIX'S SLIDES
PRACTIC® #| CONNOTATION ANSWeR keY

PRACTICe #2 | CONNOTATION k PRACTICE #7
CONNOTATION AND | Anidea or thought that is PRACTiCe #6

| DENOTATION ViDeos: DENOTATION l T
TABLE OF CONTENTS | [/

e oo | Aword's ﬂ%\ﬁ@ PRACTiCe #5
CONNOTATION | | EXAMWPLE #1 || « PRACTICe #4

-

ﬂﬂLDeNOTATiON gOME He BOLD WORD iS AN eXAMmPLe OF CONNOTATION OR DeNOT!
MIDDLE SCHOOL CRAMIMARN| '
WVWW,V et el || | EXAMNPLE #2 PRHCTICe #3
C
] EXAN De CONNOTAT|0N \ CHEAP PLe OF CONNOTA
\ AWN ssssssssssssssss A \ Denotation: doesn’t cost a lot of The blueberrig PP"\IT HND
| Ene;no;y : ? expl i with @ word ¢, | money; inexpensive picked yesterd D'C'TAL
\ oo meney dlictiony @) @‘ \ Connotation: A person who holds beautiful blue
" : \}: | ——‘,TE‘/:M;@ onfo money a bit too tightly. =




DI9ITAL VERSION |NCL\IDeD

HOMOGRAPHS }

Meaning One | Meaning Two |

eTe
ONE DeT Rgé\;nlNlNS m

‘mreaences AND generAL ContexT ({105

Covon, PREFIXES

PREFIX | MEANING |

micro-

EXAMPLES

mid-

mis-

mono-

Cesson
SEVEN

oM, HOMOPHONES

WHOM

|

HOMOPHONE ONE | HOMOPHONE TWO |
air 1 2 3 4 B 0
aisle
I @%‘9 '” GReeK AND LATIN - affixes arof resls
o oV
eye #* AFFixes MeANIN9 EXAMPLE
AND ROOTS
S audi
be bene
brake
bio
buy
dict
cell
i -
cent
— graph
cereal
coarse meter
complel port
dear scrib/script
die aqua
asfro
cent
chrono

WHO EXAMPLES ‘ WHOM EXAMPLES

Questions  Responses  Settings
Word Meanings Test X
First and Last Name *
After section 1 Continue to next section -

What is the denotation (literal dictionary meaning) and connotation (an idea or feeling
that a word invokes) of the following emphasized words (WORDS IN ALL CAPS)?

Description (optiona

My father, the accountant, is very CHEAP when it comes to buying clothes. *
low in price; low cost
low in price; holds on to money a litle too tightly

highin price; holds on to money a litle too tightly

She was a very BRIGHT student. *
giving out or reflecting a lot of light; not intelligent
giving out or reflecting a ot of light; intelligent and quick-witted

dim and dark; intelligent and quick-witted

The boy was being pretty PUSHY with his younger brother. *

INFEReNCeS OR CeNeRAL CONTEXT CLveS

Relationships, which are not
directly apparent, are
inferred or are implied. The
reader must look for clues.

50 oo . ] to move them; excessively or unpleasantly forceful

e to move them; nice and gentle in nature

e to move them; exerting force on someone to move them

retty good looking CHICK. *
e newly hatched; a baby chicken
e newly hatched; a pretty girl

e newly hatched; a good looking chicken

ection -

ine the meaning of the emphasized words below (IN CAPS)

Example: The haberdashery was Lou’s favorite
place. He loved shopping for nice suits there
because the salespeople were so nice.

L

ike his brother, who is quiet and shy. *

3 H e

noe
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