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6 fully scaffolded lessons with teacher pacing guides and digital + print teaching slides

Modeled annotations and mentor examples that show what strong analysis looks like
Author’s craft reference pages defining tone, mood, symbolism, figurative language, 
and more

Student response organizers for analyzing author’s choices and their impact
Differentiated sentence frames + analysis stems to support all learners

Creative one-pager project connecting literary craft, visuals, and theme
Teacher answer keys, exemplar responses, and rubrics for quick 
grading and modeling

Digital student notebook for 1:1 or blended classrooms

author's craft literary analysis unit
This complete Author’s Craft Analysis Unit helps students move beyond surface-level 
observations and into authentic literary analysis—examining how authors use craft to create 
tone, mood, and meaning. Through scaffolded lessons, modeled examples, and creative 
culminating projects, students learn to recognize and apply author’s craft techniques across 
multiple texts and genres. Across six sequenced lessons, students practice identifying and 
analyzing craft elements such as figurative language, tone, symbolism, and structure. They 
learn to write about author’s choices with clarity and purpose while strengthening their ability 
to cite and explain textual evidence.
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This Author’s Craft Unit helps students move beyond plot summaries to understand how authors create 
meaning—through deliberate choices in craft, structure, and style. With step-by-step modeling, 
scaffolded lessons, and engaging mentor texts, students learn to identify and analyze an author’s craft 
decisions while writing about literature with clarity and purpose. Each lesson layers skills so students can 
read like writers and write like analysts.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Author’s Purpose & Craft Techniques: Students examine how diction, syntax, imagery, and structure 

influence meaning and tone.
• Word Choice & Figurative Language: Identify how authors use literary devices to shape emotion and 

theme.
• Structure & Pacing: Analyze how scenes, chapters, and transitions build tension and convey 

meaning.
• Symbolism & Theme: Trace how recurring images and ideas contribute to deeper thematic 

understanding.
• Analytical Writing Foundations: Use evidence and commentary to explain how and why an author’s 

choices matter.

📚 Why this works:
This unit bridges reading and writing. Students don’t just learn what literary terms mean—they see them 
in action, discuss their effects, and apply the same moves in their own analytical responses. Each 
lesson provides scaffolded practice, modeled examples, and guided discussions so students can 
confidently articulate how authors craft meaning.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want students to move beyond plot to analyze howwriting works.
• Students who need structured, visual models of close reading and analysis.
• Any middle school ELA class focusing on literary analysis, author’s purpose, or theme development.

author's craft literary analysis reading and writing unit
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teachers like you have said…
"I absolutely love every resource I buy from 
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates 
with her other resources, and has everything you 
need in it. The standards are aligned with every 
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear 
procedures, learning objectives, and so much 
more.” – Julie N. 

Love this resource! It has been 
so great at helping my 
students understand the skills 
needed to properly analyze 
literature and then write about 
it. — Sarah H

“This is an amazing resource and is 
well worth the price. It is so robust. I 
started with the text structures and 
objective summaries lessons, and 
students were very engaged.” –Jill P. 

“This was one of the first 
products of yours that I 
have purchased, and 
I'm SO beyond glad 
that I did. I love 
everything about it--
ESPECIALLY how you've 
included the lesson 
plans, and examples of 
completed work. I've 
never been more 
pleased with a TPT 
purchase in my life. 
Thank you!” 
- Insightyfully Designed 
Academics

I'm new to teaching 8th grade and 
honestly I had no clue what I was doing 
when I first read that I was supposed to 
teach Literary Analysis starting that my 
second week with the kids. I was feeling 
overwhelmed and saw that you had 
posted this resource that same day. 
Answer to prayer?? Anyhow, it's been a 
LIFESAVER to me as you have been 
teaching me step by step how to lead 
my kids through this unit. We've used 
the lessons in the order that you 
mentioned, the kids are using the 
notebook pages as reference, and I'm 
showing your slides. They are getting it. 
Just the bite-sized portion every day 
that they need. Thank you so much!
they need every day. -Amy J. 

“I love these units! They are so 
easy to use in the classroom 
and making planning and 
teaching an absolute breeze.” 
— Carley L.



Step-by-step teacher lesson plans
Includes lesson plans, lesson materials, full-size 
reference materials, and graphic organizers.
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lesson presentations
PDF and Google Slides lesson presentations for 
every lesson to display for students while taking 
notes or learning how to cite text evidence. 
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An example of lesson six’s slides



EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN AND RESOURCES

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective, 
prep, digital prep, a learning period, a writing conference 
section, and closing. It also includes any student materials.

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 
lesson: teaching slides, examples, 

and concept break downs. 



DIFFERENTIATED LESSONS AND STATIONS

7TH & 8TH 
GRADE



DIFFERENTIATED LESSONS AND STATIONS

5TH & 6TH 
GRADE
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STUDENT REFERENCE PAGES AND BOOKLET

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 



digital student notebook and google slides included



the hungry teacher’s terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any part of 
this document as your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this document.

• You MAY NOT post any part of this 
document online or on a shared 
server.

• For editable resources, you MAY 
NOT edit them to be redistributed 
in any way, claimed as your own 
in any way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original work. 

each page of this document is copyrighted

• This product is designed for personal 
use in one classroom (one teacher) 
only. For use in multiple classrooms, 
please purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to share one of 
my freebies on your website or on 
social media, please share a link for 
people to download the item from me 
at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog about using 
my products in your classroom or use 
the cover page to a resource AS LONG 
AS you credit me and provide a link to 
the item at the original source. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

you may not you may



fonts by:

facebook.com/thehungryteacher/

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher

@thehungryteacher8th

thehungryteacherblog.com

https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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