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6 step-by-step teacher lesson plans
6 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations
(narrative structure, character building, setting, sensory details, pacing, 
and revision)
Fully scaffolded writing practice with modeled examples

Narrative planning templates + graphic organizers

Mentor text excerpts for analysis and inspiration

Teacher answer keys, examples, and flexible pacing
100% digital student response notebook   

sensory details in narrative writing unit
This flexible unit gives students the tools they need to write compelling narratives—without the 
“once upon a time” slump or endless plot summaries. With clear modeling, scaffolded mini-
lessons, and engaging tasks, students learn how to generate story ideas, structure their plot, 
and bring their writing to life with sensory details and strong character development. They’ll 
move from brainstorming and planning to drafting full narratives that have voice, pacing, and 
purpose. Whether you’re introducing narrative writing, refreshing skills mid-year, or prepping for 
a state writing assessment, this unit meets students where they are and helps them level up.
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Tired of reading “Once upon a time…” followed by two sentences and a sudden ending?
This Narrative Writing Unit gives students the skills, models, and scaffolds they need to craft complete, 
engaging, and well-developed stories—without the wandering plots or missing details. With clear lessons 
on plot structure, sensory detail, pacing, and character development, students build confidence and 
stamina as storytellers.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Foundations of Strong Storytelling: Students learn the building blocks of effective narratives, from 

crafting hooks to developing satisfying resolutions.
• Character + Setting Development: Using targeted mini-lessons and modeled examples, they create 

characters and settings that feel authentic and purposeful.
• Sensory Detail & Show-Don’t-Tell: Students practice vivid, specific description that draws readers in 

and adds depth to their writing.
• Plot Organization & Pacing: With step-by-step guidance, students map out engaging plots that flow 

logically and keep readers hooked.
• Revising for Impact: They’ll revisit their drafts with strategies for adding detail, improving flow, and 

polishing final pieces.

📚 Why this works:
• This unit doesn’t just tell students to “add more detail” or “make it interesting”—it shows them how.
• Through six fully scaffolded lessons, teacher-led modeling, and guided practice, students get multiple 

chances to build, revise, and strengthen each part of their narrative. They learn to connect their 
creative ideas to real writing skills, making this unit as effective for reluctant writers as it is for budding 
authors.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want narrative writing instruction that’s structured yet creative
• Students who need support breaking writing into manageable, confidence-building steps
• Any middle school ELA class working on creative writing, personal narratives, or fictional storytelling

sensory details in narrative writing unit
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teachers like you have said…
SUCH a valuable resource! There's so much 
here, and it's all appropriate for my state's 
learning targets. Many of my students wrote 
really impressive narratives, thanks to the help 
of this resource! –Amy G. 

I love the writing resources 
from you! They are very 
well made and are easy to 
understand and pair with 
texts. –Ashley S. 

I love using this with my 7th and 8th 
graders. It really helps break it down for 
the students. I also love the amount of 
modeling she does for her students.
–Frances S. 

My students needed to 
work on Narrative 
writing. This type of 
resource was very 
helpful. The teaching of 
writing is not my forte. 
This resource not only 
helped my students but 
also helped me be a 
better teacher. –Vicki B. 

This resource has made teaching 
narrative writing to my 7th graders a 
breeze! I love how each day is laid 
out and set up so students learn a 
little bit about narrative writing and 
build their own narratives step-by-
step. I made a couple of changes to 
some of the mentor text examples, 
as I am using this in conjunction with 
literature circle novels and I wanted 
it to match what my students are 
currently reading. Overall, I have felt 
so organized using this, and most 
importantly, my students have been 
engaged! –Samantha S. 

Earlier in the year I struggled 
to keep my students 
organized and on-task for 
larger writing assignments. 
This has helped so much 
recently! –Abigale G. 



Step-by-step teacher lesson plans
Includes lesson plans, lesson materials, full-size 
reference materials, and graphic organizers.
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lesson presentations
PDF and Google Slides lesson presentations for 
every lesson to display for students while taking 
notes or learning how to cite text evidence. 
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An example of lesson one’s slides



example of lesson plan + resources

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective, 
prep, digital prep, a learning period, a writing conference 
section, and closing. It also includes any student materials.

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 
lesson: teaching slides, examples, 

and concept break downs. 
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student reference pages and booklet

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 



digital student notebook and google slides included



the hungry teacher’s terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any part of 
this document as your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this document.

• You MAY NOT post any part of this 
document online or on a shared 
server.

• For editable resources, you MAY 
NOT edit them to be redistributed 
in any way, claimed as your own 
in any way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original work. 

each page of this document is copyrighted

• This product is designed for personal 
use in one classroom (one teacher) 
only. For use in multiple classrooms, 
please purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to share one of 
my freebies on your website or on 
social media, please share a link for 
people to download the item from me 
at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog about using 
my products in your classroom or use 
the cover page to a resource AS LONG 
AS you credit me and provide a link to 
the item at the original source. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

you may not you may
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thehungryteacherblog.com
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martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest

C
o

nn
ec

t 
w

it
h 

m
e

https://www.facebook.com/thehungryteacher/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher
https://instagram.com/thehungryteacher5th/
https://www.instagram.com/thehungryteacher8th/
http://mrscahillsclass.blogspot.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr
mailto:martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

