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UNMSOLVED MYSTER

NONFICTiON SKiLLS: DYATLOV PASS CLOSe ReAD

The ENIIMA Of DYATLOV PASS: A JOURNEY iNTO MYSTERY BY rMiSkeLe BARNETT

Instructions for Close Reading:
First Read: Cold read to understand the story

Second Read:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underline unknown words

3. Highlight important ideas and quotes
4. Make connections in the margins

Third Read: Answer the questions

NONFiICTiON
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An author's purpose is their reason for or intent in writin:
An author's purpose may be to persuade or instruct th
reader or describe, recount or explain something.
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believe something.
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9
| most essential idea of the text; the key points

i

D

the author wants to make.

supporting details to develop central ideas.

CENTRAL

EA

Nonfiction works use

APPLICATION: DYALTLOV PASS CLOSE REA
Common | gixtH GRADE | SEVENTH GRADH | APPLICATION: D. B. COOPER CLOSE READ
ore
Standords | Witing: Wiing: Common SIXTH GRADE | SEVENTH GRADE | EIGHTH GRA
W.1 W.1 Core py py —
. Writing: Writing: Writing:
In!ofm : Inlolmu'lonnl Standards
+ RL1,RI2,RI3, « RLI,RL2,RI8, + W ¢ W ¢ W
RL7.RL8, RL10 R.10 + RL1,RI2,RL3,R.7, |+ RL1,RIL2,RL8 R.10 | + RL1,RL.2,RI8,
Learning 1. 1 can identify key details and ideas in 1 RI8, RI.10 RL10
T 1 "
argels 2. 1can use fext evidence fo support my| | Leaming | 1. | can identify key details and ideas in the close-read passat
3. 1 can andlyze the text critically. Targets 2. 1 can use text evidence fo support my answers.
Preparation 1. Download Lesson Two slides for prese: 3. | can analyze the text critically.
2. Determine howyouwillcomplete| _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — — — — — — — _ P
1_PRend an tnnether then in

cident the maode v canroh nortiae and b

SUPPORTiNG
' DETAILS

The supporting details are the 1l
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What is the author trying to say?

. What is the text all about?

What do all the details have in common?

iIs all add up to?
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UNSOLVED MYSTERIES
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CLASS PERIOD:

In the vast expanse of Russia's Ural Mountains lies a tale that has perplexed
vestigators and captured the imaginations of people worldwide for over six
lecades: the Dyatlov Pass Incident. This chiling event, which unfolded in the
hforgiving wilderness of the Ural range in February 1959, continues to elude a
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THE MYSTERY OF D.B. COOPER

The Mystery of D.B. Cooper: The Man
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i MIDDLE SCHOUL ELAY

L5 nenliction and) in@otmafional) reading

This flexible unit gives students the tools they need to analyze nonflc’rlon texts with depih and
purpose—without the shallow skimming or copy-paste summaries. With step-by-step modeling,
scaffolded close reading lessons, and high-interest mysteries, students learn how to identify
central ideas, evaluate evidence, and recognize author’s purpose and bias. They'll move from
initial annotation and questioning to synthesizing information across multiple sources—building
confidence as critical thinkers and readers. Whether you're introducing nonfiction, refreshing
skills mid-year, or preparing for state testing, this unit meets students where they are and helps
them push further into analysis and evidence-based discussion.

6 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

6 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations (close
reading strategies, central ideq, supporting details, author's purpose, evaluating
mediums, and synthesizing evidence)

Fully scaffolded reading + analysis practice with modeled examples
Close reading annotation guides + graphic organizers

High-interest mystery texts and excerpts for analysis and engagement PP'M— HI\'D
Teacher answer keys, examples, and flexible pacing

SEEEREE

100% digital student response notebook




This Nonfiction Close Reading Unit gives students the tools, scaffolds, and models they need to analyze
informational texts with curiosity and precision—without shallow summaries or surface-level responses. Through
engaging case studies of real-world unsolved mysteries, students practice citing evidence, identifying central
ideas, evaluating author’s purpose, and analyzing text structure. With step-by-step lessons, guided questions,

and text-based discussions, they'll build confidence as critical readers while uncovering the intrigue of
mysteries that remain unanswered.

Here's what they’'ll learn:

+ Close Reading Foundations: Students learn how to slow down and annotate texts for evidence, structure,
and meaning.

» Ceniral Ideas & Supporting Details: Practice identifying main ideas in informational texts and connecting
them to key evidence.

+ Author’s Purpose & Point of View: Analyze why texts are written and how perspective influences meaning.

+ Evaluating Mediums: Compare how print, video, audio, and multimedia shape understanding of the same
event.

 Synthesizing Evidence: Pull information from multiple sources to form strong, text-based conclusions about
unsolved mysteries.

= Why this works:

This unit furns high-interest mysteries into powerful reading lessons. Instead of skimming, students are guided
through scaffolded practice in identifying claims, weighing evidence, and making inferences. With built-in
discussion prompts and writing responses, they learn how to think like detectives—curious, skeptical, and
always citing proof.

. Perfect for:
« Teachers who want nonfiction lessons that go beyond “find the main idea.”
« Students who need engagement and relevance to stay invested in informational texts.
« Any middle school ELA class working on close reading, nonfiction comprehension, or cross-medium
analysis.



feachers. ke you have, saif), .

"| absolutely love every resource | buy from

Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates
with her other resources, and has everything you
need in it. The standards are aligned with every
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear
procedures, learning objectives, and so much

more.” — Julie N.

“This is a great mix of interactive
notebooks, independent
reading, and teacher-modeled
lessons. There were many
different directions you could go
depending on the makeup of
the class.” -Jessica R.

“I love using this resource. |
struggle with nonfiction and this
was very easy to use and
engaging.” —Courtney L.

“My students loved this resource.
| chose to use the suggested
books (Chasing Lincoln's Killer for
6th and Brown Girl Dreaming for
/th), and my students were
incredibly engaged with them.
The concepts taught in each
lesson are incredibly important
for students to understand, and |
found that this resource broke
them down so that all of my
students could understand them.
| can't wait to use this again this
year!” -Sydney G.

“This is an amazing resource and is
well worth the price. It is so robust. |
started with the text structures and

objective summaries lessons, and
students were very engaged.” —Jill P.

“I' am a former public
school teacher turned
homeschool teacher and |
run my own novel studies
outside of any box
curriculum. This resource
was very creative, my
students loved the
interactive notebook, and
we redlly enjoyed the
book choices. | would
purchase more resources
from The Hungry Teacher
in the future!” —Kristen G.
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STEP-BY-STEP TEACHER LESSON PLANS

Includes lesson plans, lesson materials, full-size

reference materials, and graphic organizers.
]

Dear ELA Teacher,

and teaching style.

‘A Overview of the Unit Structure

Thank you for downloading the Unsolved Mysteries Nonfiction Reading & Writing
Unit! This unit is designed to spark curiosity and crifical thinking as students explore
real-ife mysteries while strengthening nonfiction reading and argumentative wiiting
skill. It's ideal for grades 6-8 and fully adaptable for your classroom’s time, tech,

This é-lesson unit guides students through close reading, analysis, and argument

Lesson | Duration

Lesson Overview

1 1 Day

Infroduction: Students are introduced fo the concept of
unsolved mysteries and review essential nonfiction reading skills
(inference, central idea, fext evidence, reasoning, and
confiicting information). Using vocabulary notes and discussion,
students leam how these skills will help them analyze mysteries
criically. Teachers can spark curiosity by showing short video
clips or discussing famous mysteries before moving info guided
notes and class discussion.

1 Day

Close Read #1: Students closely read an informational text on
the Dyatlov Pass Incident. Through multiple reads, they practice
annotation skils: numbering paragraphs, identifying unknown
words, highlighting main ideas, and marking evidence. Students
answer text-dependent questions and begin forming theories,
modeling how strong reading skills support critical thinking.

1 Day

Close Read #2: Students fackle a second unsolved mystery: the
ghost ship Mary Celeste. After a guided first read, they
independently or collaboratively annotate the passage and
identify key details. Students respond to comprehension and
analysis questions, cifing evidence and refining ther ability to
distinguish between relevant and irelevant information. This
lesson reinforces consistency across multiple nonfiction texts
while increasing independence

1 Day

Close Read #3: Students read about the infamous hijacking case
of D.B. Cooper. They analyze central ideas, evaluate evidence,
and consider conflicting information across multiple theories.
Discussion or partner work encourages them to compare this
case with the prior mysteries, noficing patterns in how authors
present evidence and build speculation. By the end, students
experience three examples of nonfiction mystery analysis.

1 Day

Outlining: Students select one of the three mysteries to focus on
for their argumentative writing piece. Using structured graphic
organizers, they craft a claim (their theory of what happened)
and identify supporting evidence from the fext(s). Teachers can
model how to convert notes into a clear outline with topic
sentences, evidence, and reasoning. This step ensures students
have a strong foundation before drafting their essays.

1-2
Days

Writing: Students draft a full argumentative essay presenting their
theory of what happened in their chosen mystery. They infegrate
evidence from the text(s). explain their reasoning, and address
counterclaims if appropriate. Teachers can conference with
students, provide sentence frames or writing checklists, and
emphasize sound reasoning over speculation. By the end,
students have a polished essay that blends crifical reading skills
with evidence-based writing
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APPLICATION: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ THREE
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Standards 9 Core
« W
Informati Common Standards Writing: Writing: Writing:
% RIT: R Core SIXTH GRADE SEVEN . fW'l l C W W
RI.8, Rl standards itina: Hing: Informational: Infor I Informational
_ Writing: i « RLLRI2,RL3,RL7, |+ RL1RL2, RIS, RLIO [+ RLI,RL2, RL8, RL9,
%g?grgli:g 1. lcan Informational: Informaty RI8, RI-10 RI:10
andd hd ideas in the close-read passage.
2 teon| =1 | EXTENDED APPLICATION: PLANMING YOUR ARCUMENTATIVE ESSAY support my answers
myste
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Core ——— e Laaas |
. Standards Witing:
APPLICATION: D. B. C( itk T
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Common SIKIHGRA R maonl o Fier ANALYSIS: WRITING YOUR ARCUMENTATIVE ESSAY SIX
SC'°'Z 4 | Writing: RL8, RI.10 Common SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRAD:
andards . " Core
W.1 . Learning 1. I can identify a cle Standards | Writing: Writing: Writing:
Informational: Targets L « W1 < W1 .« W1
: E”' E:% RI.3, andisupport if with Informational: Informational: Informational:
1.8 RI.10 2. | can organize my « RL1,RL2,RI3,RL7, [+ RL1,R.2,RI8 RLIO [+ RL1,RI.2, RIS, RLY,
Learning 1. | can identif including structurin| RI8.RI.10 810
Targets 2. 1 can use fes paragraphs, and df %g?rgif:g 1. | can identify a clear claim or thesis statement for my argument
3. I can analyz transitions betwee & and support it with relevant evidence and reasoning.
Preparation | 1. pownload L Preparation | Download Lesson 2. | can organize my argument in a logical and coherent manner,
2 Determine H 2. Make copies of th including structuring my writing with an introduction, body
1. Read o 3. Make copies of th paragraphs, and a conclusion, as well as using effective
. fransitions between ideas.
2. Partner E'g'ml 1. Assign digital versiq Preparation
re| £ i .
3. Indepe P + The digital ver 1. Download Lesson Six slides for presentation
Note: Sincq once at the st I:igital 1. Assign digital version to students in Google Classroom
re|
encouragq lesson they'll ® « The digital version is all one file, so you'll just need to assign it
first one to . i i i
i Il;eum‘;ng 1. Start class by havin once at the start of the unit and instruct students on which
rest of the erio ¢ i
) . they are inferested lesson they'll be completing each day.
3. Preview Vid 2. Remind them agai tec‘.m:""g 1. Tell students that, today, they will be writing their argumentative
« Decide erlo
develop a theory essays.
end.wo. from the text. 2. Have them take out their completed essay outlines,
motivatl 3. Independently or 3. Display the Lesson Six slides.
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LESSON PRESENTATIONS am roactng skiths |

PDF and Google Slides lesson presentations for
every lesson to display for students while taking
notes or learning how to cite text evidence.

I
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uvess or conclusion
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logical and ex| YWhen two or more sources
text evidence provide information or
n make statements that
Example: withunsoved mysterid.—— CONfradict each other.

info conspiracy theories or expld

quite connect The do‘rs.~We VYO Example: When analyzing our unsolved mystery sources, we
focus on reasoning that is logicg need to consider that the authors may have different
information about the facts themselves, or their backgrounds
may influence their interpretations. The personal opinions of the
authors sometime show the greatest impact of all on how a text
is inferpreted.




AN EXAMPLE OF LESSON ONE'S SLIDES

THINK-PAIR-
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REMINDER: THIS WEF

LING THE MARY CELESTE

Celeste Sets Sail

UNRAVELING THE MHPBJ_CELESTE

UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE

E MARY CELESTE

ce: The Mary Celeste Adrift

The Ghost Ship: A Myst

# UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE

As they boarded the Mary Celeste|  pramrasmmaemas

Jlations: Unraveling the Mystery
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Theories and Speculations: Unrave|
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UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE

UNRAVELING THE M,qju CELECTE

UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE

Theories and Speculations: Unraveling the Mystery

s discovered, there were several feet of

ks, but the ship was still very much
discovered, however, that one of the

The Endurina Mvsterv: leaacyv of the [

CLOSE READ INSTRUCTIONS

First Read: Cold read to understand the
story

Second Read:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underline unknown words

3. Highlight important ideas and quotes

4. Make connections in the margins or
comments

Third Read: Answer the questions

ING THE MARY CELESTE

Enigma of the Mary Celeste

he Mary Celeste remains one of the
he mysteries of all fime. Despite numerous

labandonment of the ship remain
he Mary Celeste continues to captivate

eminding us of the enduring power of
steries and the allure of the sea. As long

hd theories, the fate of the crew and the I

he abandoned ship remains unsolved, it

haunt our imaginations and spark our
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Closing [ 1. Discuss answers as a class fo the close read questions.
2. Tease tomorow's reading about DB Cooper:
Put on Sunglasses as students leave class.
+ Play one of these songs:
o https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=2EYégMNLue8
o https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=ewRjZoRtu0Y
Learning | 1. Display the Lesson Three slides.
Feried |, Hove students do a think-pair-share to review things they learned
yesterday from their close read.
— 3. Ask students o share out some of the theories they wrote about
what happened.

4. Review this week's overall assignment of writing an argumentative
response where students will make a theory based off one of the
unsolved mysteries

< shat o coodling than ciffacant camdinae th

APPLICATION: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ

lesson
THREE

ggsz‘“ SIXTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE EIGHTH GRADE
standards Witing: Writing: Writing:
W.1 W © Wl
« RLI,RI2,RL3,RL7, |+ RLI,RI2,RL8,RLIO |+ RLI,RI2, RL8, RLY,
RL8, RI10 RL1O
Learning 1. I can identify key details and ideas in the close-read passage.
Torgsts 2. I can use text evidence fo support my answers.
3. | can analyze the text critically.
Preparation | | pownload Lesson Three slides for presentation
2. Determine how you will complete the close read with students:
1. Read once together, then independent or partner work
2. Partner work
1 3. Independent work
Note: Since we are doing three of these close-reads, |
encourage a scaffolded approach by completing most of this
first one together and then gradually releasing throughout the
rest of the week.
3. Preview Video:
hitps://www.youtube.com/watchev=bTbs4 gldsQ

NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ
UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE: A CLOSE EXPLORATION OF
HISTORY'S GREATEST MARITIME PUZZLE BY MISHELE BARNETT

Instructions for Close Reading:

First Read: Cold read fo understand the story
Second Read:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underiine unknown words

+ Decide based on your class if showing this at the start or the
end would be more effective. Some classes might see it as
motivation to read more, others as not having fo complete
the work. Use your best judgement.

Digital
Prep

1. Assign digital version fo students in Google Classroom
The digital version is all one file, so you'll just need to assign it
once at the start of the unit and instruct students on which

lesson they'll be completing each day.

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective,

NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ

The Ghost Ship: A Mysterious Scene

As they boarded the Mary Celeste, they discovered that the ship was
completely deserfed. The sails were partially set, indicating that the crew had
not abandoned the ship due to a storm. No other apparent damage was
present either. The cargo of alcohol was still intact, ruling out the possibility of
piracy. There were six months worlh of food and wo'er stored cnd the

When the ship was discovered there were several feet of water below decks
but the ship was still very much seaworthy. It was discovered, however, that
one of the bilge pumps seemed to be malfunctioning and was taken apart.
It's theorized that the Captain may have made an inappropriate call to
abandon ship. However, this still leaves many questions unanswered, such as
why the crew would leave the safety of the ship and risk their 10 lives in a small
lifeboat. Additionally, Captain Briggs and his crew were very skilled sailors,
they should have been able to clearly determine that the ship was sfill

seaworthy, despite faking on some water. No one knows why he may have
that call.

The Enduring Mystery: Legacy of the Mary Celeste

Despite numerous investigations and theories, the mystery of the Mary Celeste
remains unsolved fo this day. The story of the abandoned ship has captured
the imaginations of people around the world, inspiring countless books,
movies, and documentaries.

One of the reasons the Mary Celeste mystery endures is its eerie and
atmospheric setting. The desolate expanse of the open seq, the creaking of
the ship's timbers, and the howling of the wind—all contribute to the sense of
mystery and intrigue surrounding the story.

In addition to its compelling setting, the Mary Celeste mystery also raises
profound questions about the nature of human existence and the unknown.
What happened to the crew of the Mary Celeste2 Did they meet with foul
play, or did they simply vanish into the vastness of the sea?

The Eternal Enigma of the Mary Celeste

In conclusion, the Mary Celeste remains one of the greatest maritime
mysteries of all time. Despite numerous investigations and theories, the fate of
the crew and the reason for their abandonment of the ship remain unknown.

The mystery of the Mary Celeste continues to captivate and mystify us,
reminding us of the enduring power of the unsolved mysteries and the allure
of the sea. As long as the story of the abandoned ship remains unsolved, it will
continue to haunt our imaginations and spark our curiosity.
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NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ

Answer the following questions using fext evidence from the story.

1. According fo the article, w|
Celeste when it was disco
Some eerie details found on the
its sails partially set, intact cargo o
belongings of the crew and captai

NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ s

Answer the following questions using text evidence from the story.

the Mary Celeste, and how
lbandonment? Use text

. fesson
NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ THREE I

Answer the following questions using text evidence from the story.

6. How does the article
does this detail contr
evidence to support

NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ

Answer the following questions using text evidence from the story.

1. According to the arficle, what were some of the eerie details found on the Mary
Celeste when it was discovered adrift? (RI.1)

7. How does the author
what effect does this
(RL1, RL3)

2. How does the author suggest the crew of the Mary Celeste may have

disappeared, based on evidence from the text? (RL.3)

8. How does the article
culture? (R1.7)

CARIIN CALL 1 THE INCPY TEACIER

prep, digital prep, a learning period, a writing conference
section, and closing. It also includes any student materials.

1

UNRAVELING THE MARY CELESTE

The Mary Celeste Sets Sail

rew's skill to theorize about what

Imagine sailing on the
reeze on you

CLOSE READ INSTRUCTIONS

First Read: Cold read fo understand the
story

MARY CELESTE
ing fo the
were some

second Read:
1. Number the poragrctphiJlS
Underline unknown wor
\?5 Highlight important ideas and quocT)L:,s
4. Make connections in the margins
comments

Third Read: Answer the questions

The lesson’s teaching slides have

everything you need to teach the

lesson: teaching slides, examples,
and concept break downs.
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NONFICTION SKILLS: THE MARY CELESTE CLOSE READ

Answer the following questions using text evidence from the story.

1. According to the article, what were some of the eerie details found on the Mary
Celeste when it was discovered adrift? (RI.1)

2. How does the author suggest the crew of the Mary Celeste may have
disappeared, based on evidence from the texi? (RI.3)

3. How does the author use details about the crew's skill to theorize about what
happened? (RI.3)

4. How does the author suggest that the eerie setting of the Mary Celeste
contributes to the enduring mystery of the ship's abandonment? (RI.3)

5. According to the article, why did the British brigantine Dei Gratia change course
to intercept the Mary Celeste? Use explicit text evidence to support your
answer. (RI.1)

Oesgon
THREE

CLOSE READ INSTRUCTIONS

First Read: Cold read to understand the
— story

Second Read:

- 1. Number the paragraphs
- 2. Underline unknown words
3. Highlight important ideas and quotes
) 4. Make connections in the margins or
comments

Third Read: Answer the questions

ESSON4 =
A

Of DB.
COOPER

THE MYSTERY OF D.B. COOPER

The Mystery of D.B. Cooper: The Man
Wearing A Suit and Tie

Imagine the yearis 1971. A man boards a flight from

B Portland, Oregon to Seattle, Washington, wearing a suit
==—"N[B and tie. He's calm, collected, and seemingly ordinary.
L But little do the passengers and crew know, this man is

= about to become a legendary figure in the history of
crime. His supposed name? D.B. Cooper. This mysterious
individual hijacked a plane, extorted a ransom, and then

. vanished into thin air, leaving behind a trail of questions
and speculation that continues to baffle the FBI and
. other professional investigators to this day. PAge
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