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6 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

6 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations (close 
reading strategies, central idea, supporting details, author’s purpose, evaluating 
mediums, and synthesizing evidence)

Fully scaffolded reading + analysis practice with modeled examples

Close reading annotation guides + graphic organizers
High-interest mystery texts and excerpts for analysis and engagement
Teacher answer keys, examples, and flexible pacing

100% digital student response notebook   

nonfiction and informational reading unit
This flexible unit gives students the tools they need to analyze nonfiction texts with depth and 
purpose—without the shallow skimming or copy-paste summaries. With step-by-step modeling, 
scaffolded close reading lessons, and high-interest mysteries, students learn how to identify 
central ideas, evaluate evidence, and recognize author’s purpose and bias. They’ll move from 
initial annotation and questioning to synthesizing information across multiple sources—building 
confidence as critical thinkers and readers. Whether you’re introducing nonfiction, refreshing 
skills mid-year, or preparing for state testing, this unit meets students where they are and helps 
them push further into analysis and evidence-based discussion.
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This Nonfiction Close Reading Unit gives students the tools, scaffolds, and models they need to analyze 
informational texts with curiosity and precision—without shallow summaries or surface-level responses. Through 
engaging case studies of real-world unsolved mysteries, students practice citing evidence, identifying central 
ideas, evaluating author’s purpose, and analyzing text structure. With step-by-step lessons, guided questions, 
and text-based discussions, they’ll build confidence as critical readers while uncovering the intrigue of 
mysteries that remain unanswered.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Close Reading Foundations: Students learn how to slow down and annotate texts for evidence, structure, 

and meaning.
• Central Ideas & Supporting Details: Practice identifying main ideas in informational texts and connecting 

them to key evidence.
• Author’s Purpose & Point of View: Analyze why texts are written and how perspective influences meaning.
• Evaluating Mediums: Compare how print, video, audio, and multimedia shape understanding of the same 

event.
• Synthesizing Evidence: Pull information from multiple sources to form strong, text-based conclusions about 

unsolved mysteries.

📚 Why this works:
This unit turns high-interest mysteries into powerful reading lessons. Instead of skimming, students are guided 
through scaffolded practice in identifying claims, weighing evidence, and making inferences. With built-in 
discussion prompts and writing responses, they learn how to think like detectives—curious, skeptical, and 
always citing proof.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want nonfiction lessons that go beyond “find the main idea.”
• Students who need engagement and relevance to stay invested in informational texts.
• Any middle school ELA class working on close reading, nonfiction comprehension, or cross-medium 

analysis.

nonfiction reading unsolved mysteries unit
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teachers like you have said…
"I absolutely love every resource I buy from 
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates 
with her other resources, and has everything you 
need in it. The standards are aligned with every 
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear 
procedures, learning objectives, and so much 
more.” – Julie N. 

“This is a great mix of interactive 
notebooks, independent 
reading, and teacher-modeled 
lessons. There were many 
different directions you could go 
depending on the makeup of 
the class.” -Jessica R. 

“This is an amazing resource and is 
well worth the price. It is so robust. I 
started with the text structures and 
objective summaries lessons, and 
students were very engaged.” –Jill P. 

“I am a former public 
school teacher turned 
homeschool teacher and I 
run my own novel studies 
outside of any box 
curriculum. This resource 
was very creative, my 
students loved the 
interactive notebook, and 
we really enjoyed the 
book choices. I would 
purchase more resources 
from The Hungry Teacher 
in the future!” –Kristen G. 

“My students loved this resource. 
I chose to use the suggested 
books (Chasing Lincoln's Killer for 
6th and Brown Girl Dreaming for 
7th), and my students were 
incredibly engaged with them. 
The concepts taught in each 
lesson are incredibly important 
for students to understand, and I 
found that this resource broke 
them down so that all of my 
students could understand them.
I can't wait to use this again this 
year!” –Sydney G. 

“I love using this resource. I 
struggle with nonfiction and this 
was very easy to use and 
engaging.”  –Courtney L. 



Step-by-step teacher lesson plans
Includes lesson plans, lesson materials, full-size 
reference materials, and graphic organizers.
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lesson presentations
PDF and Google Slides lesson presentations for 
every lesson to display for students while taking 
notes or learning how to cite text evidence. 
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An example of lesson one’s slides



example of lesson plan + resources

Each lesson plan has a section for the standards, objective, 
prep, digital prep, a learning period, a writing conference 
section, and closing. It also includes any student materials.

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 
lesson: teaching slides, examples, 

and concept break downs. 
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student reference pages and booklet

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 



digital student notebook and google slides included



the hungry teacher’s terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any part of 
this document as your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this document.

• You MAY NOT post any part of this 
document online or on a shared 
server.

• For editable resources, you MAY 
NOT edit them to be redistributed 
in any way, claimed as your own 
in any way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original work. 

each page of this document is copyrighted

• This product is designed for personal 
use in one classroom (one teacher) 
only. For use in multiple classrooms, 
please purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to share one of 
my freebies on your website or on 
social media, please share a link for 
people to download the item from me 
at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog about using 
my products in your classroom or use 
the cover page to a resource AS LONG 
AS you credit me and provide a link to 
the item at the original source. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

you may not you may



fonts by:

facebook.com/thehungryteacher/

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher

@thehungryteacher8th

thehungryteacherblog.com

https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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