
THE MONKEY’S PAW by w. w. Jacobs
A sixth – eighth grade short story UNIT

©martina cahill-the hungry teacher 

PRINT AND

DIGITAL
D N

Unit focus:
symbolism

SHORT STORY SOCRATIC SEMINAR MINI UNIT



©martina cahill-the hungry teacher

short story literature unit
Teach symbolism, foreshadowing, and theme through W.W. Jacobs’ chilling short story 
The Monkey’s Paw with this 6-lesson unit designed to spark high-level discussion and 
deep reading. Your students will explore the text through structured Socratic Seminar 
discussions, guided responses, and multimedia comparisons—while building critical 
thinking, writing, and literary analysis skills. This unit is also a perfect intro to the Socratic 
Seminar and reading response structure used in all my literature resources.

S

6 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

6 step-by-step teacher PDF and Google Slides teaching presentations 
for literature concepts

All student reference materials and resources

Teacher answer keys and examples

100% digital student notebook   

Formative assessment, exit tickets, and final summative assessment
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Tired of surface-level reading and disconnected discussions?
Transform your short story instruction with this discussion-based, step-by-step literary analysis 
unit built around W.W. Jacobs’ “The Monkey’s Paw.”

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Symbolism & Foreshadowing: Analyze recurring images, objects, and clues that build 

suspense and deepen theme.
• Thematic Analysis: Explore how fate, desire, and the consequences of choice develop 

across the story.
• Discussion & Response Skills: Build confidence in Socratic Seminars and structured 

responses that push students to cite and explain textual evidence.

📚 Why this works:
This unit introduces students to advanced literary analysis through six scaffolded lessons that 
balance structured guidance with open-ended thinking. With a complete teacher’s guide, 
flexible pacing, and editable resources, this unit makes deep analysis and meaningful 
discussions both achievable and engaging—especially for 7th and 8th graders.
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💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers introducing Socratic Seminars or close reading routines
• Classrooms focused on symbolism, foreshadowing, or thematic analysis
• Educators looking for high-impact, ready-to-go ELA lessons that engage 

students in deep reading and discussion

The Monkey's Paw Short Story Unit
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Loved this resource! Added 
this short story to my 
curriculum this year and 
needed a place to start. This 
unit is completely done for 
you and ready to go. I love 
everything The Hungry 
Teacher produces! – Janis S. 

Perfect for me to use when we returned to 
school following the Christmas break. We are a 
Catholic school and focus on Epiphany, The 
Three Kings and the gifts the Magi bring. What a 
great literary piece to tie in, with lots of learning. 
Great resources included and all ready to print. –
Michelle L. 

teachers like you have said…

Perfect Christmas unit for my middle schoolers. Some of 
them had seen the Mickey Christmas Special... but this 
was so fun and engaging for all of my students. 
Thorough as well. –Kidd to Kid Teaching

I could not believe how much 
my students loved working with 
these materials! Even in their 
heightened state of "Christmas 
Crazy", they followed along 
and paid attention thanks to 
the easy-to-understand 
resources from the queen of lit 
herself. Thanks so much for 
another fantastic product. 
– Gwen T. 

I have enjoyed using all of your products. They are 
always engaging and require students to use critical 
thinking when working. I have not been disappointed 
yet. –Jennifer L. 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO TEACH AND MODEL

Alongside the unit itself, 
you will find many other 
helpful resources and 

tools in the zip file. 

Reading response examplesEditable response rubrics Question display slides

Anecdotal notes Socratic seminar guide

Digital files

Reading unit
Includes lesson plans, 

reference materials, and 
graphic organizers.

Breaks down the Socratic 
Seminar and how it’s different 

than typical novel studies

Anecdotal notes for individual 
student conferences and 

small groups. 

Editable, digital,  and 
differentiated literature 

reading response rubrics. 

Examples of written reading 
responses to show students as 

exemplars and inspiration.  

Slides with interpretive and 
guiding questions to eliminate, 

“What was the question again?” 

Digital student response 
notebooks with guiding and 
interpretive questions and 

vocabulary for each novel.
Also, includes digital reading 

response rubrics.  

Concept teaching slides
Slides to teach any literary or 

literature concepts needed to 
implement the unit’s content. 
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EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN



Step-by-step teacher lesson plans
Includes lesson plans, lesson materials, full-size reference 

materials, and graphic organizers.
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example of lesson three's slides
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slides included for all lessons



reading response examples and worksheets 
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student reference pages and booklet

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 
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digital versions of notebooks, slides, and assessments

Digital 
student 
notebook

Self-grading 
Google 
form 
assessment

Google slides 
teaching 
presentations
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Formative and summative assessments included 
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Socratic seminar implementation guide included



the hungry teacher’s terms of use

• You MAY NOT claim any part of 
this document as your own. 

• You MAY NOT share or sell 
anything based on this document.

• You MAY NOT post any part of this 
document online or on a shared 
server.

• For editable resources, you MAY 
NOT edit them to be redistributed 
in any way, claimed as your own 
in any way, or altered and shared 
as if it were my original work. 

each page of this document is copyrighted

• This product is designed for personal 
use in one classroom (one teacher) 
only. For use in multiple classrooms, 
please purchase additional licenses. 

• FREEBIES: If you choose to share one of 
my freebies on your website or on 
social media, please share a link for 
people to download the item from me 
at the original source. 

• BLOGGERS: Feel free to blog about using 
my products in your classroom or use 
the cover page to a resource AS LONG 
AS you credit me and provide a link to 
the item at the original source. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN PROTECTING MY WORK
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- ---------------------------------

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

you may not you may



fonts by:

facebook.com/thehungryteacher/

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Martina-Cahill-The-Hungry-Teacher

@thehungryteacher8th

thehungryteacherblog.com

https://www.pinterest.com/TheHungryTeachr

martina@thehungryteacherhub.com

For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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