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16 step-by-step teacher lesson plans
16 teacher PDF and Google Slides presentations (plot structure, hooks, character 

development, dialogue, transitions, pacing, figurative language, revising, and 

more)

Fully scaffolded writing practice with modeled examples

Mentor text studies, graphic organizers, and interactive notebook pages
Built-in narrative reference booklet for student use

Rubrics, checklists, and writing conference tools for self-, peer-, and teacher 

feedback

Teacher answer keys, sample passages, and flexible pacing guides

100% digital and print student notebooks and teaching slides

PERSONAL NARRATIVE MENTOR TEXT WRITING UNIT
This flexible unit gives students the tools they need to craft meaningful personal narratives—moving beyond simple 
retellings into stories with structure, voice, and vivid detail. With step-by-step modeling, scaffolded writing lessons, 
and mentor text examples, students learn how to brainstorm ideas, build characters, and develop stories that hook 
the reader and leave a lasting impact. Whether you’re introducing narrative writing, revisiting it mid-year, or 
preparing students for polished final drafts, this unit meets them where they are and pushes their writing further.
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This Narrative Writing Unit gives students the scaffolds, models, and strategies they need to move 
beyond simple retellings into fully developed personal narratives. Through engaging lessons, mentor 
text studies, and structured writing practice, students learn how to brainstorm ideas, build characters, 
and craft stories with vivid detail, clear structure, and strong voice. With step-by-step guidance, they’ll 
gain confidence as writers who can hook readers, develop plots, and reflect with purpose.

✨ Here’s what they’ll learn:
• Narrative Structure: Understand plot diagrams in narrative writing
• Engaging Beginnings: Write strong hooks that establish setting, characters, and context.
• Character Development: Show feelings, motives, and actions through description & dialogue.
• Point of View: Practice using first-person narration and maintaining perspective.
• Sensory Details & Figurative Language: Use imagery and literary devices to bring stories to life.
• Dialogue & Pacing: Incorporate purposeful dialogue and control the rhythm of events.
• Transitions & Cohesion: Guide readers smoothly through a narrative arc.
• Strong Endings: Conclude stories in ways that connect to themes or lessons learned.
• Revising & Editing: Differentiate between revising ideas and editing conventions.
• Publishing: Prepare polished final drafts for authentic sharing.

📚 Why this works:
This unit transforms narrative writing into a clear, approachable process. Students don’t just get a 
prompt—they get scaffolded steps, mentor text examples, and tools for planning, revising, and 
polishing their work. Reluctant writers gain the confidence to finish a story they’re proud of, while 
advanced writers deepen their craft through purposeful revision and narrative techniques.

💡 Perfect for:
• Teachers who want a step-by-step narrative writing sequence that’s ready to use.
• Students who need structured guidance for turning ideas into full, detailed stories.
• Any upper elementary ELA class working on personal narrative, creative writing, or storytelling skills.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE WRITING UNIT
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teachers like you have said…
"I absolutely love every resource I buy from 
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates 
with her other resources, and has everything you 
need in it. The standards are aligned with every 
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear 
procedures, learning objectives, and so much 
more.” – Julie N. 

"SUCH a valuable resource! 
There's so much here, and it's all 
appropriate for my state's 
learning targets. Many of my 
students wrote really impressive
narratives, thanks to the help of 
this resource!” –Amy G. 

“This is an amazing resource and is 
well worth the price. It is so robust. I 
started with the text structures and 
objective summaries lessons, and 
students were very engaged.” –Jill P. 

“This was one of the first 
products of yours that I 
have purchased, and 
I'm SO beyond glad 
that I did. I love 
everything about it--
ESPECIALLY how you've 
included the lesson 
plans, and examples of 
completed work. I've 
never been more 
pleased with a TPT 
purchase in my life. 
Thank you!” 
- Insightyfully Designed 
Academics

"This resource has made teaching 
narrative writing to my middle 
schoolers a breeze! I love how each 
day is laid out and set up so students 
learn a little bit about narrative 
writing and build their own narratives 
step-by-step. I made a couple of 
changes to some of the mentor text 
examples, as I am using this in 
conjunction with literature circle 
novels, and I wanted it to match 
what my students are currently 
reading. Overall, I have felt so 
organized using this, and most 
importantly, my students have been 
engaged! ” -Samantha S.

“I love these units! They are so 
easy to use in the classroom 
and making planning and 
teaching an absolute breeze.” 
— Carley L.
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE WRITING UNIT
1 What Is a Narrative? Students are introduced to personal narratives. They learn the six key elements of narrative writing and set 

up their interactive notebooks.

2 Narrative Elements in Mentor Texts: Using mentor texts, students identify elements like setting, point of view, and dialogue, and 
analyze how authors build strong narratives.

3 Brainstorming Personal Narrative Ideas: Students generate multiple story ideas through prompts and task cards/slides, collecting 
as many possibilities as possible.

4 Picking an Idea & Zooming In: Students choose one story idea and zoom in on a specific moment, using sensory details and 
focusing on a single important event.

5 Narrative Plot Diagrams: Students map their chosen story using a plot diagram (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution).

6 Point of View: Students study and practice writing from a first-person point of view to strengthen their personal narratives.

7 Using Sensory Details: Students learn how to use the five senses to create vivid scenes and make their writing come alive.

8 Using Dialogue Correctly: Students review rules for punctuating and formatting dialogue.

9 Using Dialogue Effectively: Students practice making dialogue purposeful, showing character, advancing the plot, and 
creating tone

10 Ways to Start a Narrative: Students explore engaging narrative leads, comparing different types of openings (action, dialogue, 
description, reflection).

11 Using Narrative Transitions: Students practice transitional words, phrases, and clauses to maintain flow and guide readers 
through events.

12 Pacing Narrative Writing: Students focus on slowing down or speeding up parts of their story to highlight important events and 
maintain interest.

13 Figurative Language + Show, Don’t Tell: Students practice using figurative language, vivid description, and showing (not telling) 
to develop scenes.

14 Ways to End a Narrative: Students analyze different types of narrative conclusions and practice crafting their own satisfying 
endings.

15 Editing vs. Revising: Students learn the difference between revising content (ideas, organization, detail) and editing for 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

16 Final Drafts: Students publish their narratives, focusing on neatness, correctness, and showing their best effort in a polished final 
piece.
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NARRATIVE 
WRITING unit

Includes lesson 
plans, interactive 
notebook lessons, 
lesson materials, 
full size reference 

materials, and 
graphic 

organizers.

lesson 

presentations
PDF + Google 
Slides lesson 

presentations for 
every lesson to 

display for 
students while 
taking notes or 

learning 
narrative writing 

skills. 

TEACHER KEYS , 
EXAMPLES, and guides

The teacher 
examples have all 

notes, outlines, drafts, 
examples, and 

essays. All of these 
are in the lesson plans 

and in the slides to 
display to students as 

well.  
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pacing guides
Breaks down 

the daily lesson 
plans, prep 

you’ll need to 
do, materials or 
articles you will 

need, and 
reading and 

writing 
standards.

Digital resources

Student reference pages

Editable response rubrics
Editable and differentiated 

narrative writing rubrics. 
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16 LESSON PLANS
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EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN AND RESOURCES

Each lesson plan includes a section for the standards, objective, 
preparation, learning period, and closing. It also includes any student 

materials, reference sheets, teacher examples, and answer keys. 

The lesson’s teaching slides have 
everything you need to teach the 
lesson: teaching slides, examples, 

and concept breakdowns. 
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EXAMPLE OF LESSON TEN’S SLIDES
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TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED FOR ALL 16 LESSONS
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EXAMPLES AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS INCLUDED
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STUDENT REFERENCE PAGES AND BOOKLET

COMES IN SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS:
1. Tabbed mini-page in full-color
2. Tabbed mini-page in black and white
3. Non-tabbed mini-page in full-color
4. Non-tabbed mini-page in black and white
5. Full-page in full-color
6. Full-page black and white 
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DIGITAL STUDENT NOTEBOOK AND GOOGLE TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED
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For teaching ideas, freebies, and other fun stuff check out 
my blog, instagram facebook page,  store and pinterest
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