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WHAT iS A THeSIS STATEMeNT?

I A one-sentence claim you are making about a topic or text. Usually the
last sentence of your infroduction.

[l It tells the reader what your essay will be about and directs them to
your main reasons.

I It tells your opinion on the topic and what you're going to prove in the
essay.

1 It describes ways in which you will support and develop your claim.

COOD eXAmPLeS x NOT SO COOD eXAMmPLES

The four-day school week is TOO GENERAL OR BROAD: Four-day
beneficial for students, families, and school weeks are good.

schools because it saves schools ASKING A QUESTION: Should all schools
money, students and teachers get to convert to a four-day week?

spend more time with their families, CLICHE: Time wasted with family isn't
and it highlights the fact that the wasted time at all.

pumpcse ofischool n'#{0st Gbout ANNOUNCEMENT: “In this paper | will..."
student achievement.
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER TO DEVELOP A THESIS STATEMENT:
1. What is your topic or text2
2. What is your stance or claim?
3. What is your rationale for this stance?
4. What counterclaim or opposing view will you acknowledge to justify your stance?

TUeSiS FORMULA:

Topic + claim + because, <reason 1> + <reason 2> + <reason 3>.

EXAMPLE: College students should be encouraged to pursue a degree in science
because it's a growing field, there are many job options, and the salaries are high.

"""‘Sis\\fORMULA WiTH COUNTERCLAIM:
ge counterclaim + topic + claim + because, <reason
n 2> + <reason 3>.

some people think that any bachelor's degree is beneficial to
\co\lege students should be encouraged to pursue a degree in
n s a growing field, there are many job options, and the salaries are
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WHAT IS AN OPINION?

WHAT IS A REASON?

explains why someone
pinion.
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29 BEFORE THE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS

HOW TO DEBATE EFFECTIVELY

KNOW YOUR
OPiINiON

Choose YOUR
STRONGEST REASONS.

MATCH YOUR REASONS
WiTH iNFORMATION

Review YOUR
NoTes

Be clear about

You should be abil
to say your opiniol

what you believe.

Pick the reasons
that best support
e your opinion.

n | You do not need to

Facts
Details from the
article
Examples or

Highlight or star
your best evidence
Be ready to explain
why it supports your

in one sentence. Use every reason explanations opinion.
you wrote down.
DURIN9 THE DEBATE: SPEAKING EFFECTIVELY
START CLeARLY. Cive A REASON SUPPORT YOUR REASON | SUPPORT YOUR RERSON
WiTH it i WiTH iNf
+ Begin with your + Explain one « Use facts, details, + Listen carefully to
opinion. reason at a time. or examples from what they say.
« Example: « Don'trush— the text * Youmay agree,
“| believe clarity matters « Explain how the d'?f“g'e?r oradda
because ____. more than speed. information difierentiidea:

proves your point.

« Stay respectful and
focused on the
topic.

DURiN9 THE DEBATE: LiSTENINI EFFECTIVELY AND R€SPONDINY

LISTENING EFFECTIVELY

PREPARING A

RESPONSE

WRAPPING UP YOUR THINKING

Do not interrupt.
Take notes on str
ideas you hear.

+ Look at the speaker.

ong

Look back at your notes or
the article. Find:

v Sironger evidence

v A clearer explanation

+ Astrong closing should:

v’ Restate your opinion.
v Summarize your
main reasons.

 Se—

WHAT GOOD DEBATERS DO

v Listen respectfully

v Use evidence, not just opinions

v Speak clearly and stay

* Think about how you v Aresponse to your ¥ Leave your listener
might respond. partner’sidea with a final thought.
v Decide what you want to
say next. :
DeBATe eXPECTATIONS REMEMBER
Debating is not about

winning. It's about:

v Thinking clearly

on topic

v Explaining your ideas
¥ Using reasons and

¥ Respond to ideas, not people information
v Stay calm and respectful v Preparing to become
v Be open to hearing different a stronger writer

viewpoints
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OPINION ESSAY

SELECT A TOPIC §

Make sure your topic is neither too broad, nor too limited. When
taking a position with an opinion, while not always possible or
necessary, being passionate about the topic will help.

TAKE A POSITION /

What opinion do you want to make knowng Why do you hold
this opinion? Try to articulate your thoughts and reasoning
clearly before you begin writing.

CREATE A THESIS STATEMENT OR CENTRAL CLﬂim/
Your thesis must be an opinion that states your reasons for your
belief. It is your “main claim" that you will prove with supporting
reasons and information. It should be an opinion that people
could disagree with and argue with.

USE LOGICAL REASONS + LINKING WORDS

Your logical reasons can be thought of as the main poinfs
supporting your opinion and will make up your essay's body
paragraphs. Often, your reasons are the gg
"Why do you think that2" An easy wg
see them as “because” phrases.
you must use linking words like g
consequently, and specificq

USE CLEAR AND CONVING
Strong opinions consist o
information. Good infon
found in various sourceg

FINISH WITH A STRON|
You must provide a co
related to your opinion
to wrap up your opiniol




AN UPPER ELEMENTARY

27 DEBATE AND OPINION WRITING UNIT

This flexible unit gives students the tools they need to craft clear, well-supported opinion essays—moving beyond
simple “I think” responses into arguments with structure, reasoning, and evidence. With step-by-step modeling,
scaffolded writing lessons, and mentor text examples, students learn how to form strong opinions, develop logical
reasons, and support their thinking with relevant information. Whether you're introducing opinion writing, revisiting
it mid-year, or preparing students for polished final drafts, this unit meets them where they are and pushes their
thinking and writing further.

s/ 16 step-by-step teacher lesson plans

s/ 16 teacher PDF and Google Slides presentations (opinions vs. facts, writing thesis

statements, collecting and ranking evidence, debate and discussion, body
paragraphs, linking words, counterarguments, conclusions, revising, and more)
g Fully scaffolded writing practice with modeled examples

:* Mentor text studies, graphic organizers, and interactive notebook pages

g Built-in opinion reference booklet for student use

3’ Rubrics, checklists, and writing conference tools for self-, peer-, and
teacher feedback PP""T HM)
g Teacher answer keys, sample passages, and flexible pacing guides D'C'Tﬁl

SZ 100% digital and print student notebooks and teaching slides




ELEMENATARY OPINION WRITING UNIT

This Opinion Writing Unit gives students the scaffolds, models, and strategies they need to move beyond
simple “I think” responses into clear, well-supported opinion essays. Through engaging lessons, mentor text
studies, and structured writing practice, students learn how to form strong opinions, develop logical
reasons, and support their thinking with relevant evidence. With step-by-step guidance, they'll gain
confidence as writers who can explain their ideas clearly, respond to opposing viewpoints, and write with
purpose.

Here's what they’ll learn:
« Opinion Structure: Understand the purpose and structure of an opinion essay
« Stating a Clear Opinion (Thesis): Write focused opinion statements that introduce a topic and position
+ Developing Strong Reasons: Generate logical reasons that support a central claim
+ Using Evidence: Support opinions with facts, examples, and details from texts
« Linking Words & Transitions: Connect opinions and reasons clearly for coherence
« Counterarguments: Acknowledge opposing viewpoints and clarify thinking
« Body Paragraphs: Organize writing so each paragraph supports one main reason
« Strong Conclusions: Restate opinions and synthesize key reasons
« Revising & Editing: Strengthen ideas through revision and polish conventions
« Publishing: Prepare polished final drafts for authentic sharing

¥ Why this works:

This unit transforms opinion writing into a clear, approachable thinking process. Students don’'t just answer
a question—they learn how to take a position, organize their ideas, and support their thinking with
evidence. Reluctant writers gain the confidence to explain what they believe and why, while advanced
writers strengthen their reasoning through structured revision, debate, and reflection.

. Perfect for:
« Teachers who want a step-by-step opinion writing sequence that's ready to use.
« Students who need structured guidance for turning thoughts into organized arguments.
* Any upper elementary ELA class working on opinion, argument, or persuasive writing..



TeACHERS Like You HAve SAD. ..

"| absolutely love every resource | buy from
Martina. The layout is easy to follow, it correlates
with her other resources, and has everything you
need in it. The standards are aligned with every
lesson, suggested responses are included, clear

procedures, learning objectives, and so much

more.” — Julie N.

"SUCH a valuable resourcel
There's so much here, and it's all
appropriate for my state's
learning targets. Many of my
students wrote really impressive
narratives, thanks to the help of
this resource!” -Amy G.

“I love these units! They are so
easy to use in the classroom
and making planning and
teaching an absolute breeze.
— Carley L.

"This resource has made teaching
narrative writing to my middle
schoolers a breeze! | love how each
day is laid out and set up so students
learn a little bit about narrative
writing and build their own narratives
step-by-step. | made a couple of
changes to some of the mentor text
examples, as | am using this in
conjunction with literature circle
novels, and | wanted it to match
what my students are currently
reading. Overall, | have felt so
organized using this, and most
importantly, my students have been
engaged! " -Samantha S.

“This is an amazing resource and is
well worth the price. It is so robust. |
started with the text structures and

objective summaries lessons, and
students were very engaged.” -Jill P.

“This was one of the first
products of yours that |
have purchased, and
I'm SO beyond glad
that | did. | love
everything about it--
ESPECIALLY how you've
included the lesson
plans, and examples of
completed work. I've
never been more
pleased with a TPT
purchase in my life.
Thank you!”

- Insightyfully Designed
Academics
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OPINMIOR WRITINE UMITT  wriTivg UMT —ll—— EXAMPLES, AND CUIDES
EXPLORING STRONC OPINION ARGUMENTS

REASONS AND INFORMATION
| COLLCTiNg, RANKINS, AND SORTING @2

Includes lesson
plans, interactive
notebook lessons,
lesson materials,
full size reference

materials, and

graphic

organizers.

The teacher
examples have all
notes, outlines, drafts,
examples, and
essays. All of these
are in the lesson plans
and in the slides to
display fto students as

LESSON
PRESENTATIONS

PDF + Google

INTEGRATING

Slides lesson
presentations for
every lesson to
display for
students while
taking notes or
learning opinion :

FINAL REVISIONS
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TUDEM REFERENCE PACES

CONCLVSION TiPS:

Q/ Rephiasehehesasiatement Rephvase does nof mear
You should stafe fhe fhess in a different way.

Ask yourself, “So what?": For every sentence you wiite i
conclusion ask yourself, *So wha

i —
“iowte OPINION ESSAY | |© . " EDITING VS. REVISING
|/ CRAFT AN = o
S LiNKiN9 WORDS: CAPITALIZATION ADD OR REMOVE
G 7 Qroper nouns QAdd senfences or words fo make
. QPaper headings, if used your essay flow better
(e * They f QSentence beginnings QRemove sentences or words i
7| CREATINY Giznans beomia e o o™
+ Linki USACE/CRAMMAR MOVE OP SUBSTITUTE
WHAT IS AN OPINION? GEIP  WHAT IS A REASON?
An opinion is what someone Areason explains why someone. - oo il i Qsubject-verb agreement QCh: word and/or sente
O Eiiiie, &8 Do () | o] WHAT S A THeSIS STATeMenT? S e
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fople ‘e cl recty o e
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Foronese ey heersippot. | + Ehamele:Sudents shoukd ot have CoTTNG STARTeD WITh Cootte Docs
Ll Emsesnons | WRITING AN INTRODUCTION [ cmosmrom - |
a cote o i you Googe accaun.
N z ) tpLes| s
REASONS AND INFORMATION AN OPINION €SSAY INTRODUCTION SHOULD:  [P1%%] o ciconmotonkscume o o
o T Your Dacument
COU_eCTiNS, RRNKiNS, AND SORTIN9 S,z‘ 1. Hook the Reader: Explain why your fopic or opinion s significant or o j 'CV‘::::’;‘v"““‘:’j:‘:'::":u“": f: dsit come. ‘::,M
. provide compeling facts, stafistics, or anecdofes. o o senoo tuncher) ©
COLLECTING INFORMATION 3: 2. Provide Specific Confext: Include @ backstory or  bif of general n:
I Pope]  WRITING YOUR ESSAY iN coogLe DOCS &
" 2 Q 1. Set Up Your Page:
1. When you collect information, begin by reading thd 83 22 3 9
GELE  2res e fifi HOW TO DEBATE EFFECTIVELY L be ]t ——
29 BEFORE TUE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS AT WRITING
wiill et or
e e LG
o " orse WRITING STRONG BODY PARAGRAPHS bur thest
AN OPiNiON eSSAU CONCLVSI et Body paragraphs are the midde part of your essay. o ting
A conclusion paragraph is fike the final farewell - it mus! be - idamicduop (oo Jyoach
‘and effective. It should leave your reacer pondering ¥ meyore yirsyouprove you spinion b expicig one
The conclusion needs fo act as a reminder, stafing why youl DURING THE DEBATE: SPEAKING EFFECTIVELY «/ Each body paragraph should focus on ONE clear reason ba grammar checkto |
! orect. THis sy ; om your sk serement i
teader about you opiion. ot i, o st srmorse 1 | [ STAR Loty | e ARon | st et s | Swrcervcnmer| - wual & BODY,PARACRAPHLDOES,
i ASTRONI BODY PARASRAPH: * Uses evidence from a source fo support *ieon. ond 0o
's a good idea fo discuss possible implications in the conc| A Mok ci e Tk Ippiont: the reason . e
iscuss possile siuafions fhaf could arise f fhe reader goes| e emaen2"® - Exc i enfence fhal s p he [1h)
bt ofview, or ou Could sven brefy dscuss he conseay 2 « idea
RA Going wilh he opposNng point of view. Reasoning + Background/Conlex! + Evidence
BODY PARACRAPH FORMULA: + + ir
ot DURNS THE DEAITE LSTONNE EITECTVEY 760 Elaborafion + Concluding Senlence =
the reader with a memorable final impression. PRIPARIG A RESPONSE | WRAPPIVC VP YOUR TIakaC| BODY PARAGRAPH BREAKDOWN i
o . Topic Sentence (Reasoning)

9 Introduce the main reason for this parograph. Thi
2 reason shouid come directly from your fhess statement.
Context and Background
Give the reader information they need fo understand
A yourreason before you use evidence,

‘ —
or “Why should anyt Deboting is not about Use facts, statistics, examples, or quotations from a
o T Bl Ui

core?” and then answer

Synthesize don't summarize: Include a brief summary of
paper's main points, but don't simply repeat things that
your poper. Instead, show your reader how the points y.
and the support and examples you used, it together.

Exponngyouideas | Elaboration
Ll Explain how the evidence supports your opiion. This s

Ed

D e whee your thinking matters most,
astronger witer

Concluding Sentence
Wrap up the paragraph by reinforcing the reason and

\/ End with a mic drop fo leave the reader thinking: Think

about something they maybe haven't thought of before.

about the fopic and how you can leave your reader thinking

T s e e e

| ransifioning fo the next idea.
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and Information ies to talk 2. Copies * [ sanipnovis 4 EROEENG StalementBrestlion ieiss 1o he opinion . § Celebrate your students’ success with finishing their opinion essays!
58 q Mini Lesson: Debate-Presenting Opinions their ow presented
— lessons and Celebrate the Work + Support Final Readiness
68 5 Mini Lesson: Flash Draff One © unit fo bg b ) Lomondenen Sides A i Il ' 1. Tell students that today is about celebrating their work and maki
= % | Mini Lesson: Ghoosing and Ressarching Topics dditional fe: o | 4 copies o | 2 Retum yesterday's coples of their Research Guide graphic organizers . 4 " 9 na:making sure
£ | 5 Decide & [ 3. Copies of the Creating a Thesis Statement reference page for students . thelr essaysiare’iiuly ready.folbe tumed in:
a2 7 g\r"'é' Eersasf?:- S‘Lfiiggu(c)ﬁglgn& Writing Thesis Stafements, . opl 4. Copies of the Thesis Statement + Introduction graphic organizer for students 1 v Emphasize that finishing an essay is a big deal.
e d ean.easil 5. Copies of the Wrifing an Infroduction reference page for students ¥ Remind them that strong writers still reread
106 Mini Lesson: Gathering Supporting Evidence roduced  or = - —] decisions before submitfing.
— - - ortunitiesig stu 3 | Have students cratt and refine their thesis statements for their opinion essays - 1 -
ns q Mini Lesson: Drafting Opinion Paragraphs o a 2. Explain that today’s class will include:
6. Note: Th & | then write their infroductions. £ |2 3 ) )
126 10 | Mini Lesson: Using Linking Words the same: researcl . ) 3 — e 3 v Sharing and celebrating writing
them Mini-Lesson: Crafting a Strong Thesis Statement 3 ) ,
134 ] Mini Lesson: Revising First Drafts il = (= ¥ Giving posifive feedback fo cig
: 9 pinion essq Have stude 1. Tell students that today they will use the research they gathered to 2 [n v Guist tifelfor Gl rerealng
148 12 Mini Lesson: Second Debate: Switching Sides 4 research), § state a clear opinion and create a strong thesis statement that will g -
g | ¢ o Qla V Teacher conferences and fi
lel 13 Mini Lesson: Writing Conclusions & | writing abo = guide their entire essay. — Option 1: Author's Chair (Selective Sh
Fn - and, if you g 2. Explain that a thesis statement:
m (3] Mini Lesson: Infegrating Technology g = 1. Invite students to read aloud
e " " v Clearly states the writer's opinion v
187 15 | Mini Lesson: Final Revisions 2 inciudi o willb idihedinebod . Make this optional or invi
ncludes reasons that will be explained in the body paragraphs 7 Ehcoura
.y N L " ge students to ¢
201 16| Mini Lesson: Publishing and Celebration v Helps the reader understand what the essay will argue and prove )
reason, clear explanation,
©MARTINA CALILL-THE HUNIRY TEACHER




EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN AND RESOURCES

o Q
o2 Qg
oy — f#4i HOW TO DEBATE EFFECTIVELY
Name:. Date: Period:.
TWO £3) BEFORE TUE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS
Adicle: « stu Loyuﬁr:ézkyﬁudsr :;‘egi?‘!_mg Mostly Junk Food, A New KNOW YOR CHOOSe YOR | MATCH YOuR ReAsoNs | RevieW YOUR
iNi 'STRONZEST REASONS. WITH INFORMATION
+ NPR.com: Xcaref Nunez, August 11, 2021 OPON tores
- ht w.npi £08/11/ Udy-us Be clear about Pick the reasons Facts Highlight or star
what you believe. that best support Details from the | your best evidence.
DEBATE You should be able your opinion. article Be ready to explain
Position: The ¢ Two Nome:, Date: Period: n‘:nsggeynur?um on | Youdonotneed to Examples or why it supports your
put into food] ricle: o2 Q 1
»en| kit HOW TO DEBATE EFFECTIVELY DEBATE FORMATI
v Encourage use of evidence START CLe 2 BEFORE THE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS " - .
e & 4. Expectations While Lisif DEBATE FORMATION:
rompt clear explanations ~ 2
« Beginwith KNOW YOuR Choose YoR MATCH YOUR REASONS Review YOuR A . A” STUde hTS Shou'd
v Support students who need help getting started opinion OPINION STRONEST REASONS. |  WITH INFORMATION NOTeS .
Evidence Check + Refocus i Be clear about Pick the reasons Facls Highlight or star
b 1 what you believe that best support Details from the | your best evidence. . 3
1._Pause the debate halfway through ecouse | you shouid be aste | your opiion artcio e roady o explain DeBATE€ FORMATION: ) speaks for 30-60 seconds.
to say your opinion | You do not need to Examples or why it supports your L cefoc20.40
in one sentence. use every reason explanations opinion. P l,
Prepare for the Debate DURIN you wrote down 2. How the Debate Works DEBATE FORNATION: P I/S
o I Pass out he Debate Two nofes page e DURING TUE DEBATE: SPEAKING EFFECTIVELY « Students will debate M i
* 2. Instruct students to:
2 START CLEARLY. GiVe ARCASON | SUPPORT YOUR REASON | SUPPORT YOUR ReASON s .
2 v Wiite their assigned (opposite) posifion at the fop S pookarel | ‘ g | T NERMATION. | WITHIMORIHATION 4 1_How We Sit )
t that ce carefuly o T pss from someone who is
° ° Jiney sa L 2 Nome o 2
DEBATE FORMATION EXAMPLE: = | e posion
2. Remind students: : ee, or add a i it
otes. [rides . m is Position One.
v Each speaker wil have 30-60 seconds fespecituland DeBATe TWO
1. How We sit Fcon the
¥ Everyone should be following along with their notes v Students will sit across from someone who is defending the opposite “ 7 H
¥ Listening is part of the debate skil  posion. roiion b EdWeek.org: "What is the Right Age for a
; i ne side of the room is Position One. . i
Introduce the Topic and Positions v The other side of the room is Position Two. F—— Kid to Get a Cell Phone?
- E
R e i - LiSTeNi e i
SESSION TWELVE: SECOND DEBATE — SWITCHINg SiDes DURIN9 TUE DEBATE: LiSTENINI EFFECTIVELY AND RESPONDINY |
n =
2 FOURTH CRADE FETH CRADE 3. spea| Debate Format: Taking Turns LISTENING PREPA z
& | cosswal -+ CCsswW.A4 - COSSWS. -+ COssws4 e DURIN9 THE DEBATE: SPEAKING EFFECTIVELY
|- cosswara . ccsswas |- CCswsla . ccsswss - How Wesi L EFFECTIVELY RESP|
Z | CCSS.W.4.1b «  CCSS.W.46 + CCSS.W.5.1b +«  CCSS.W.5.6 +  Students wil sit across from someone
hy + CCSsW.4lc . W41 + CCSSW.5.1 - W51 X B | ‘ i | UPPORT YOUR UPPORT Youi
[ el = < e Sujenane e cepest nodion Lok ot the Lok b SR e W | Fonson
* The other side of the room is Position Two. - - =
« | can write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 2 hATION INFORMATION H
v Tl «  Each student should be facing a partner who disagrees with them. . 0, 3
. o . e BEFORE TUE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS [ 1
E . v Al - Students will debate one pair at a fime. Fg
o] iednIntrodUcs a tapicor text clearly, state.cn opinior, and create an v + Each pair wil fake tums while the rest of the class listens and takes . ils, or carefully fo
s @ | organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the a notes. [ kKNow YouR | chooseyowr | HATCHYOR | Review ‘ ples what they
% writer's purpose. — 3 shedfinglomds; - i =
u
the| |5 [+ 1con provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and 5. Midwa: v Student 1 (Position One) speaks for 30-60 seconds. I De|
© | getais v H v Student 13 (Position Two) responds for 30-60 seconds.
. R d 2
+ I can link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses. vS " Student 2 speaks. wH
+ | can provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion v Student 14 responds. v
*  Thi i il all he he i " "
presented, v Aond s o Paunave SR 7 “The Great Chocolate Milk Debate of 2023" by Bethlehem Schools
1. Lesson Twelve Slides POSITid v o4 adnd 16 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miz0zXk2AQA)
and so on S - — — - ——=
2. Copies of the Debate Two page for students 4. Expectations While Listening 7 e g £
3. Copies of the Nonfiction Article - "What Is the Right Age for a Kid to Get a ’“’I""' “‘“1" All students should have their notes in front of them. —
| ) | | + While ofhers are debating, students should:
Cell Phone" by Apoorvaa Mandor Bichu v Wiite down strong reasons they hear
hitps://www.edweek org/leadership/what-is-the-right-age-for-a-kid-to-get: & @ ¥ Add new evidence to their notes v
a | ccelphone/2022/06 (Note: Free articles are limited on this site - | g /r P’:‘zgﬁ““:"l; forwhen it's their tum fo speak
g | coslpneneidiile ir:id 5 Midway Paus onal
& recommend printing the first time you view it or picking a different article.) POSITI‘ * Halfway through the debate, pause for a short break. v
L 4. Check access to the video - “The Great Chocolate Milk Debate of 2023" . Sm;ien‘:;hmﬁv: " their s
] by Beibioharn Scbeols Al R yodiohercont el kRl e SRR 7 Yniperwinsomoone on hef dde
(This is optional - just to show a diifferent way to organize the debate.) . v Add orrevise their notes v
it i ¢ IEcHeAlR —_—
5. Have a copy of the debate rules that you came up with in lesson three . Encourage students 1o respond fo what they hear, not just repeat
displayed somewhere in the room their prepared notes.
= Remind them that listening is part of the debate skill.
3 | Have students prepare for and participate in a structured debate where they
& | must argue the opposing viewpoint.

The lesson’s teaching slides have

everything you need to teach the

lesson: teaching slides, examples,
and concept breakdowns.

Each lesson plan includes a section for the standards, objective,
preparation, learning period, and closing. It also includes any student
materials, reference sheets, teacher examples, and answer keys.



EXAMPLE OF LESSON SEVEN'S SLIDES

STATING.OPIN TOMORROW . ..

THARIN ATATAI AMTA ALK RDACTIAA

=L ACENDA

CREA- WHAT IS A THESIS STATEMENT ? R P
! r the
ruEcic o1 A anasesience ciaim | TRO-CENERALOR BROAD: ANY VOLUNTEERS ?
: ' ' NOT SO COOD eXAmPLe TW
WHAT ISA T W
it tells the WHAT IS A THESIS STATEMENT? ¢ ASKING A QUESTION: ke
It tells your opinion on
VOLIr e d what NOT SO COOD eXAmPLe THRee Is C
WHAT 1§ A THESI{-cxaTemmnza DIRECTIONS:
. QUESTIONS TO ANSWER TO DeveLoP A TUeSiS STATS o) o) o ) . hesi
” deS(.:rlbe 1. What is your topic or text? NOTS CCODISXMAELD HOUR ! Ehsgago?ﬂéfigisviaT%TﬁgTo%nd
which y{ 2. whatisyourstance orclait |~ ANNOUNCEMENT: [l Y°U''9 jntRopyction |
2 Whait ic vouir raationale for th 5 ISr\]N:fochL
a laim or D' : i [l e
£ coob exAmPLe oN | INTRODUCTIOK INTRODVUCTION
ama o aa, . hefourdayschoolweekis | 3 N OPiNiON INTRODUCTION SHOULD:

+ydents, families, a

EXAMPIF

3 1. Hook

00D eXAm

COOD exﬂmpte T“R‘ 4 or pro l OPMU A WHMS To PR0V|De CONTeXT iN AN INTRODUCTION
E 2. Provig THEs s F " EXPLAINING HISTORICAL CONTEXT B
Public schools shou Whi . J gener| * Theissue of... first arose.... )
ile some critics would argue | opinid =5 . » The issue of ... has a long history, but to sum it up...
| . pic + claim + because, <reason 1> + <reason 2> + <reason 3>. .+ Not il be famili ith the i o
yearround schooly  pomelessness is only solvable by the| s. nemd ot evaryone wil s.tamilar withihe Bsue;o

linked to increase
improvement, canr
and teacher burn-o
more with paren
schedul

homeless themselves, the truth is
that providing housing,
employment, and health care to
homeless individuals can help solve
homelessness in the United States.

includ]
state
Orien
readej

your ¢

EXAMPLE: College students should

be encouraged to pursue a
degree in science because it's
growing field, there are many job

options, and there are high

salaries.

DESCRIBING CURRENT SIGNIFICANCE

« In some parts of the world, there is a dispute over...

+ Theissue of... came to the attention of the world when...
« Recently, the case of... has drawn attention to...

GIVING MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES

« The issue of... is complicated because there are points
for... and also against...

« For some, such as... the issue of... has important
significance....




TEACHING SLIDES INCLUDED FOR ALL 16 LESSONS

oo
WRITING AN

INTRODUCTION | | INTEGRATING
TQ_OPiNiON \WDiTiNG -
TIDENTIFYINGC ! OPINION TOPICS
5 OPINIONS AND ReASON CHOOSIN9 AND RESEARCHINI
REASONS AND INFORMATION E!ﬁ!}ﬂ&&giﬂ"ﬂgﬂﬁ
DEBATE ON GATHERING SUPPORTING

dq
Py

ESSAY EXAMPLE

HER KEY

e longer at school because it helps students focus befter, stay healthy, and enjoy

— Thesis
Statement / Central
Claim

| PRACTICE

a2y

In

f 6. FINISH WITH A STRONG CONCLUSION

[ You must provide a concl
statement or paragraph rg
your opinion in your essay

ctice identifying the parts of
kay.

5. USE CLEAR & CONVINCING INFORMATION

G Strong op|n|ons consist
f lnAnical reccons siinnar

EVIDENCE

OPiNiON FLASH DRAFT

{REVISING

|

GATHERING SUPPORTING
ESSON

EVIDENCE

% LINKING. WORDS

DEBATE TWO |

PRESENTINY OPINIONS

WRITING

ﬂ CONCLVSION

@ LESSON
TUIRTEEN

| P :ﬁo( fo gs"?o( fo
° o /ANO/A0., °oRNO/A0

FINAL REVISIONS

PUBLISHING AND
CELEBRATION

FSON

LESSON
SIXTEEN

4. USE LoGICAL PEASOM & LINKING

=

]

=

=

Your lo g alre n be thought
main points s pp T g you p nion d
make p you ay's bo dy paragrag
Offen your reasons are ’rh eeeeeeee f

3. CREATE A THESIS STATEMENT OR CENTRAL CLAIM

D Your thesis must be an opinion that
states your reasons for your belief.

— ltisvour! mom cI0|m that you WI||

2. TAKE A POSITION

G What opinion do you
want fo make known?2

o Why do you hold this
op|n|on2

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

! SEI.ECT A TOPIC

o Make sure your topic
is neither too broad,

%

nor too limited.
[

OW T0 e INTRODUCTION |
OPINION €S 10 opinion WRiTiNG -

9

¢ )

&;é( S

" LESSON

ONE




EXAMPLES AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS INCLUDED

OPINION WRITiN9 ReviseD FiNA 1

iTi i il »  DEBATE
. Nome: TEACHER EXAM
OPIN|0N WR'T.NS flRST leA" D Two — || NamelEACHER EXAMPLE  pate: Period: PeeR Review
Article: + If You Think Kids Ard CHeCKLIST
Study Finds You're Rif| Author's Name: TEACHER EXAMPLE
cagm e ° . § . 9 [
.| OPINION WRITiN9 ReVi Name: _TEACHER EXAMPLE  poie; | : D adn| r Sz Complefeifie
= Baylot Duke Directions: Use the conclusion formula to help yor dclios P

Mrs| Mrs. Cahill craft and refine your concluding paragraph.
S English 5 Posifion: The ] ] o
- RGBERR | | outinto food]| |5, whot fwouthree reasons |1+ D@he witercleary stdl  (iNKING WORDS: TEACHER EXAMPLE

Baylor Duke e 1t DRAFT OF YOUR REP . b. No inki i i

School uniforms should not be required fo]| | Reasons: The author explains that sc| - « Linking words are used to connect ideas in a sentence.

Mrs. Cahill et S IGER 5f A do not clearly improve acq 2. What is the writer's th « They help the reader to progress from one idea (expressed by the

English 5 Many schof | | Prices and their lack of academic impac|| | The nutrie 3 WESLE ReNIier o ey author) to the next idea.
Gy 12 January 2026 good idea. Some ) food Lli:ﬂz’;ps,;he:i,ses::e;: « They help connect thoughts and make writing flow better.
bey " Now get peer feedback from your neighbor consumpti i i +_Linking words, phrases, and :\ouses_mclke writing more organized, more

dolescel ersuasive!
s FINAL DRAFT OF YOUR RH q m L PLE
D = . TEACHER EXAMP G School Uniforms Should Not Be Required

PHRASES

« Topic Sentence:
Another reason school uniforms should not be required is that the

THeSIS STATeMeN

Name: TEACHER EXAMPLE pyte: 'aND INTRODUCTION

Period:, Picture this: You walk into school, and every|

2 same—same polo shirts and same khaki pants wit A4l L3 . TEACHER EXAMPLE . -
nof really improve acqT T LR EXAMPLE. Dater Directions: Use the thesis formula to help you craft and refine your thesis statement. P ONE Name: Date:, Period:__
« Background / Contex| == & argue that uniforms create a sense of equality and “17+ Pros & Cons of School Uniforms”
Some people believe|| Directions: Use the body paragraph formula to Article:

THESIS FOR  RESEARCH

they come with m¢

Name: TEACHER EXAM

Directions: Use this graphic of
g A e

{h- g

help you craft your essay's body paragraphs.

school. However, resg
+ Evidence:
Studies have found t
are very small. One st
effect on academic
+ Elaboration:
If uniforms truly helpe

Topic + opinion + because +r C\"Df Name: TEACHER H
15 DRAFT OF Y| Directions: Fill out your

it one you want to defel

wear uniforms beci

Rewrite your thesis here to remind yo| | Position: Students should not be required to wear school uniforms.

performance enol
One of the

d to wear u

nome. TEACHER KEY

Students
expensi
to be wo

't have to wear

ARTICLE

ONE

bater pic: School uniforms e rom'$2 INTEeRACTive NOTeBOOK eXAmPLeS

Period: ‘

. forms? CRADE
clei. Siheaiths ehan Should Students Wear Uniforms? PRACTICe RSN Safte:
TEACHE il '
Some schools havy
. N g " Ll H
ame prAcrice , 4R R NTeRACTIvVe NOTeBOOK exAMPLeS
.|| Normally associated with[IlEY:d oK — T CRAFTINC |.|0w TOo CR
Should Skippil Answer Key One: Identifying | T A E g
public schools, too. Acc ,_'L e
Wake Gurt,
A Students who excel in school o — e §
rd are required af about 22| Answer Key Two: Identifying the|| ., . _ Auivor's Opinion ELEMENT LWhen teng I S— ——
st]| arade. They leave their class behind Nervechooissc Green - Thesis Statement / Central Cid Qs or10g HOW TO CRAFT AN OPINION eSSAY
n b VY| 1. select a Topic Blue - Logical Reasons ,\!\L\\,\“\r ——
Sdpphgr orde RS TR | | o o ettt + Topic: Length of recess at school || Pink = Supporting Information (factsor|] | S€LECT A Make sure v, g — N |
o betacios We otkad P! The topic is specific and approprid|  Purple = Conclusion ToPiC When taking | \w@f ojxion ‘ T o .
sff| e oW obstacies. We asked ourneW| ot kids should have thel - Recess Shq possidle orn L ol | | .
. 2. Take a Position will help. Th TG Ay 2 | =
al| should be able to skip grades. They Are uniform policie Opinion: Recess should be longer I " h* 4 .
p P The author clearly states what thel Recess should be longer at schos — [ W O| = e e e e e e e e
in]| ore four of their responses. Where o\ (L o TAke A What opinio] | —— L ——— —
YES! 3. Create a Thesis Statement or Central Clq| healthy. and enjoy learning more. POSITiON hold this opi | Your Thesig o) 7 |
Meyer Ballas, 12 * Thesis Sentence: reasoning cl |y 2ilsons for . g
i naelekc ol TIME for Kids asked +  “Recess should be longer at scho One reason recess should be lon: i l}ﬁi\ Wi o ny e o o .o |
bout wheth t st stay healthy, and enjoy learning 8 i i -
= Students should be allowed fof| POUt whether or not sty + This senfence sfafes the opinion af| bodies. During fhe school day, students| | CReATe A Your thesis Wﬁ'm Wm - e )
" i  disngre
) . ) i esi your belief. | B Lond .
should do it. Advanced students ma XES 4. Use Logical Reasons and Linking Words || having more time fo run, play, and siref] ;‘T‘A?esl'heNT supporting re Nowr [Muul X E T R
) |l by vona chong, Reasons: opinion thatl il pun’}m SUn A e e H .
for them fo make friends. Grade-skip| v students need time to movq| class ready fo leam. OR CeNTRAL 81y uour 06 1 ' .
e v Recess helps students conc i H
skills. SontolClaoiCalifomi v Recess helps students build Another reason recess should be Al asing e STATeMENT OR CeNTRAL CLAIM -
b + Linking Words Used: vse LOJICAL | Your logical You Think et A
For the kids who really want to niforms are as mi v because When students get a real break, they ar REASONS AND supporting ﬁz@ 0) ﬂl% e e AT I T .
- v another reason bod N o A
; o have to worry about losi . 3 iNKil 0dy parag| (ﬁw
LL|| studentswho don'tfeel like they are v Finally For instance, after recess, many studen bl:g::;’g the questiol Ll and Use LOSICA[_ ReﬂSONS
Because of that, he became a doctf| When kids wearuniforms ]| ¢ e cjeqr and Convincing Information || @nd participate. think of reas e AND LiNKiNS o
« Examples of fing inf i When explq| P
the same group. | wear d ples of supporting informatio] i like b B s L.
but students should be allowed the v Students sit for long periods Finally, recess helps students build| Ike becausq - St e e .o .o .. . . . .
WGl nekiciod ¥ Moving helps students refur i specifically. | | @ (:W ﬂ
Nate Rhew, 13 4 Recess helps students practice ted| classmates allows students fo practice il Use CLeAR Strong opini g |8
New York, New York Tlein - . i A 1 i AT
= = i — | think it is harder tq 6. Finish with a Strong Conclusion social skills are important both in and o AND b\/gzo;d I'Tf 8 & CoNviNciNs |Nf°R ﬂTlON
iesiieln b lieliiellL ol &e . Conclusion Sentence: “In conclus] CONVINCIN9 and getails 4 O ) -
Wi . vt VL) —
o IiSEOmeNiiaghwhen & students focus, stay active, and by ESHETEERNEEEERNEREs] | .\ roRnATioN 4 e 0
struggle fo find friends, and can feel RowoUlisokorabaut W + The conclusion restates the opiniol 1 H 2 H
P . v active, and build strong friendships. Schf  [“ivic)y )| You must provide a concluding stafe /{ 'N'su W|T" ﬂ
skipped a grade and was challeng \ J o |
i N lated to your opinion in your essay. T| - | .
time so everyone can have a betterled | WiTH A 19 e :
friends and fitting in with older students. STRONY Tbo wrap up your opinion and reasons STRONS CONCLUSION
. ow.
Instead, schools can place students into classes based on CONCLUSION
]




STUDENT REFERENCE PAGES AND BOOKLET

TyP

€eTTiN9 STARTeD WiTH coodLe DOCS

1. Open Google Docs: Boc
O _Go fo docsgoogle com and sign in with your Google account.

ING YOUR ESSAY IN COOGLE DOCS

. ® EDITING VS. REVISING

CAPITALIZATION

QProper nouns
QPaper headings, if used

ADD OR REMOVE

RELEVANT iNFORMATION

2.
AN OPiNiON €SSAY CONCLUSION:
AiEoneiGsion paragraph s Iike The final farewelll- it must be impactful
WRY and effective. It should leave your reader pondering.
1.
1AKING SURe "
You HAVE e

your essay flow better
In]

ntence beginning: Remaove senten Qr

OAdd sentences or words to make

QI

:e LINKIN9 WORDS:

« They help the reader fo progress from one idea

« Linking words are used to connect ideas in a sentence.

0

v

v

v

WRITING AN INTRODVCTION

AN OPiNiON €SSAY iINTRODVCTION SHOULD:

Hook the Reader: Explain why your topic or opinion is significant or

FOR

CUeCKLST

CReDiBLe SOURCES CHECKLIST

/ My source is relevant to my research topic

My source is recent enough to contain up-to-date information on my topic.

pt).

Col
C(
SO

RA

REASONS AND INFORMATION

S i
f

G

G

G

Py e S

gl wsemNch i
1 STRONS D
WRITING STRONG BODY PARAGRAPHS
< Body are the middie part of your essay.
V' Thevcue where vou rove vour aninian by cnicining ['/:'b@
. |creaTiNg
WHA . a
asl WHAT iS A THeSiS STATEMENT ?
" A E1 A onessentence claim you are moking about a topic or fext. Usually the
.5 last sentence of your infroduction.

red [T It tells the reader what your essay will be about and directs them to

fii

£ BEFORE TUE DEBATE: PREPARING YOUR IDEAS

HOW TO DEBATE EFFECTIVELY

®

what you believe

You should be able
10 say your opinion
in one sentence.

that best support
your opinion.
You do nof need to
use every reason
you wrote down,

Details from the.
article
Examples or
explanations

KNOW YouR Cloose Your MATCH YOUR ReASONS Review YouR
OPINION TRONGEST ReASO! WITH INFORMATION NoTes
Be clear about Pick he reasons Facts Highlight or star

your best evidence. ols
Be ready fo explain
why it supports your

opinion.

How To
CRAFT AN

OPINION ESSAY

SELECT A TOPIC 5‘

Make sure your fopi neither too broad, nor too limited. When
taking a position with an opinion, while not always possible or
necessary, being passionate about the topic will help.

TAKE A POSITION
What opinion do you want to make known? Why do you hold
this opinion? Try to articulate your thoughts and reasoning
clearly before you begin writing.

CREATE A THESIS STATEMENT OR CENTRAL Cl.ﬁi'h/
Your thesis must be an opinion that states your reasons for your
belief. It is your “main claim” that you will prove with supporting
reasons and information. It should be an opinion that people
could disagree with and argue with.

USE LOGICAL REASONS + LINKING WORDS

Your logical reasons can be thought of as the main points
supporting your opinion and will make up your essay's body
paragraphs. Often, your reasons are the answers to the question
"Why do you think thatg" An easy way to think of reasons is to
see them as “because” phrases. When explaining your reasons,
you must use linking words like because, for instance, in order to,
consequently, and specifically.

USE CLEAR AND CONVINCING INFORMATION QO
Strong opinions consist of logical reasons supported by good
information. Good information consists of facts and details
found in various sources and fexts.

FINISU WITH A STRONG CONCLUSION

You must provide a concluding statement or paragraph
related to your opinion in your essay. This section is meant
to wrap up your opinion and reasons with a neat little bow. a

28

. WHAT IS AN OPINION?

is what someone

thinks or believes about a topic.

« An opinion answers fhe question:
“What do you think?"

« Different people can have

different opinions about fhe same

fopic.

Opinions are not proven by opinion.

themselves — they need support.

« Example: Students should not
have homework on weekends

2

WHAT IS A REASON?

has an opinion.

logical reasons.

QQR A reason explains why someone

¥ Areason answers the question:
“Why do you think that?"
¥ Srong opinions are supported by clear,

+ Each reason should connect directly fo the
v Example: Students should not have

homework on weekends because they need
fime to rest and spend fime with family.

REASONS AND INFORMATION YOV CAN VUSE

Facts are things that can be proven fo be true.

FACTS

v Research findings
v Information from reliable sources

Example: Studies show
that students who get
enough sleep perform
better in school

Examples help show what your reason looks lie
in real lfe

v Real situations

¥ Things that commonly happen

¥ Clear, specific ilustrations

EXAMPLES
g

Example: When
students stay up late
finishing homework,
they are often fired in
class the next day.

Personal experiences explain how the issue.
affects real people

¥ Things you've experienced

¥ Things you've observed

v Stories that connect fo the fopic

PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE
m@

Example: After a long
week of school, | feel
less siressed when |
don't have homework
on weekends

Logical reasons explain how one thing leads fo
another.
¥ Cause and effect
v Common sense explanations
v "I this happens, then that happens”
thinking

LOGICAL
REASONS

Example: If students

are exhausted, they

are less fkely fo focus
and learn.

This type of reason comes from people or
organizations that study the fopic:
Teachers
v Doclors
v Researchers
v Trusted organizations

EXPERT OR
AVTHORITY
INFORMATION

Example: Education
experts say students
need breaks 1o avoid
burnout.

make you =~
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ESSAY EXAMPLE

Recess Should Be Longer

“ PRACTICE *

Yellow — Author's
Opinion

Green - Thesis
Statement / Central
Claim

Blue - Logical Reasons

Pink — Supporting
Information (facts or
details)

Purple — Conclusion

Recess should be longer at school because.
healthy, and enjoy learni
One reason recess

bodies. During the sc!

s helps students build friendiships. Playing games

re impor

tive, and build stro

fime so everyone can have

time to run.

llows shu

rtant both in and out of the classroom.

it helps students focus better, stay
ing more.
should be longer s that students need time fo move their

hool day. students sitfor long periods of time. Becar

. play, and stretch helps students release energy and refum fo

should be

and talking with
dents o pracice teamwork and solve problems fogether. These
ould be longer because it helps students focus, stay

ing friendiships. Schools should consider giving students more recess

a better leaning day.
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